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*p fj E prcfcnt comfifation i? intended, in fom^ 
* mcalare, to obviate a difficulty wliicb is 
experienced by aimoft every ftudcut pn hi? cji-» 
trance ypor^ the prol^ffion of the l^*y, »,t which 
rime many hundred volumes prefent tbemfelve^ 
to his notice^ of the coAteivts, merits, ^ad a«,theqi- 
ficity of which, ijt feldom J^appens tb^t jje c^jji hi^v.e 
ic<juircd fuck ^ previous knowledge, as tp feleffc 
i^ofe which are inoft .eligible for hi? iwoaedia^p 
acquaintanjce, and tg which he raay, in th^r cpvirfp 
6f his ftudies, refort for fuch. iii^rui9;ion as bc5 . 
may have oecafion for : much information for' 
ttuetfe pru^ofes is to be met with ia the writing? o£ 
IcMrd X3oke, Mr. Selden, lord Hale, bifhop Nw 
€olfo«, andfeverai later writers*; but it is Aercr 
geifieradly fj enveloped among a variety of more 
ijSkpofA3LaX learning, that it req^uires no fmall part 
ttf die tkBt ufually allotted to the ftudy of the law^ 
to bec<>iao thoroughly acquainted w^th the fevera^ 

^ It isfif^'PQiticiilapl^neceSjiry to siention the Ift/lery rf ih» 
X^fifi? ^-•'*> ^ A^- ^etfifU':, -f roip wbicb WWfe a gjr<pat part of fihi^ 
prefetit.conRpilation is e^cr^i^. 

5 fource* 
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ibutces of this branch of knowledge, which, Bow^^ 
ever fubordinate in its object, feems to form a^ 
ncceflary part of the learning of an EngUfh lawyer. 
k has therefore been propofcd in the p^efen^ pub- 
lication, to colle£t the efieftand fubftance of what 
has been written on thefe fubje£ls by the learned 
authors before-mentioned; and to arrange it in 
(uch a method as may convetiiently and readily ho 
confulted, and at the fame time prefent a con* 
nefled view of the feveril parts* of our written' 
'laws from t^e earlieft accounts to the leign of 
Edw. III. from which period it is obfervable, 
among many other important regulations, that the: 
Records from which our laws are compofed, arc 
prefervedj and have been tranfmitted to our times, 
with greater degrees of authenticity ; and, as they 
tlfually fail more immediately within the ftudentV 
notice, the review of our laws and law-writers 
from this period is purfued in a more general me-> 
thod, under the diftinftion of the principal col- 
leftions of which our laws coniift, concluding, 
with more particular mention of tliofe fources of 
information and authority which moft immedi<» 
ately claim the attention of a modern lawyer. 

In the arrangement of thefe materials, wfaich*. 
is all that can properly be reckoned original^ the 
Compiler flatters himfelf he fhall be excufed the 
prefumption of having trefpafled beyond the ufual 
limits of his occupation, and that not confining 
himfelf merely to the title-page, he has on fome 
occafions ventured to infpect into the more deep' 
^ecefles of the law, in fearch of fome ofthofe left 
weighty matters which appeared neceflary for a 
proper illuftration of his objeft. For the infer- 
tlon of the fedtion of the Public Records, being 

chiefly 
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1 vii 3 

cthMy cxtraAed from a work already extant ia 
.print, he has only to allege thb frequent occa- 
iioQs^hat .occurred of referring to .thajt work, 
which, from its fcarcity, is to -be found in very 
few hands ; it is hoped, however, that the ufe 
of it will be fomewhat promoted and extended 
ly the additions that are made, noticing a va- 
riety of MSS. of a public and important na- 
ture, . which are preferved in different public. 
Jibraries, and in private hands, to which pro- 
per references are there to be met with. On the 
iubjeft of the fubfequent feAions be, .has oply-^ 
offer ia his exctilpation the defeft of information 
irom more .competent hands, which pot ^ifford* 
ing the fupport of printed authorities on fome of 
the topics therein mentioned, the general opinion 
and report of the intelligent part of the prbfeilion 
are, iii thofe inftances, given with as much ac- 
curacy '^as his limited information enabled him to 
■convey* For the reft he begs leave to plead his 
defire to contribute,, though bpt in a fmall degree 
-towards facilitating the ffudies of the younger part 
ofthat profeflion, in tlie mpre immediate feryiQe 
tof which he hgs for fome years been engaged, and 
"of whofe liberality he has too much experience to 
*d»ubt«an indulgent reception of his endeavpuijs, 
^however imiegxMc to the taik be .has under<^ 
.takea. 
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c o n r t 1st r s. 

^. Ge'^etd Account vf the Ltiwt ahi tato^ 
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:TiH. Reports 9r Colle^hm of ihe adjudged 
Cafes in iffe feveral Courts of Law and 
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}^t Of the principal Works written upon the 
Law and Conjiitution publijbed during 
.th^^frefent Jteign. — r*' — — 233 
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<JENE-RAL ACCOUNT 

o r T H E 
%AWS AND LAW-WRITERS ot ENGLAND 
From the earlieft Times to tbc CoKqiiEST. 



A. c.TT is faid by thofe who have written of the 
U03.X antiquity pf thai laws of this kingdom, 
that Brutus, or Brute, the firft king of thi« 
land, as foon as heliad fettled himfelf therein, 
for the fafe and peaceable government of his 
people wrote a book in the Greek tongue, ^ 
calling it the Laws of the Brittons, which he 
collefted out of the lavys of the Trojans. 
Krjef. to 3d Rep**. 

444 It is further related,, that Dunwallo Mol- 
matius f did conftitute laws in I^ritain, which 
were thereupon called the Afjlmucian laws; 
amongft which it was enacted. That the 
cities and temples of the Gods, and the ways 
letiding to them, as alio fhe hufbandmen's 
plows, fliculdhave tht p^fivilege of fanftuary. 

* Tliis part of oitr hiftory is confitkreo n<i Jefcrvmg very llttlt 
«rej;t by Po^yUore Ver.;il, mmX ihe writers who liave tbllovveJ him, 
'"»t it is iVidU) be ably dtfenJed by Sir Joliu IVycc in his * DefeiifiO 
iliiW.-ciir;Unni3e.'' Taylor on Gavelk. 84. 

t This antient king is :^lfo memorable as one of the firfl fonotTern 
«f our law, having iirit biriJt at London the Temple on tha Ipot 
oJi which the Church of -the Tei^iple now itands, the prfeclncl of 
Miich he mat.lc a lanc'lUviry or place of refu^^. ^Wejve'r^j Fun. 

^'•»'>:^\\m. 441. 

B Dugd, 
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-^ ^ -GENERAL AG COUNT OF 

Dugd. Orig. 4. cites Brompton. See -alfo 
Tanner (orjLeland) Bibl. Bdt. 241. v 

Afterwards Marti a, <}uecfi of the Bri- 
-tons (from -whom the province of Mercia is 
^-thought te l^ave had its name); made ajatir* 
full of prudence and jaftice, called the Mer- 
cian law. .Thef^ two l^ws, it is fiiid, 
the old hiftorian Gildas translated out of 
the Britilh language into Latin-*, which 
-►-were henceforth callpd .V*erchenlege, i* e* 
the Jaw of the Mercians: by which law -f 
eight fliires- of this realm -were governed, 
viz. Gloucefhr. IV^rceJitry Htrehrd^ ^ai.p'^ 
Ofcjf?^^-* m'^^<f\ ^arwici, and Oxford. 

A.v. The next legiflators of our country, that. 
vr&reUd of, are 

.561 Ethelbcrtt» the firft of the >Saxon .kii>g« 

who received tlie Chriliian faith* 

673 Hlotbarc; 
^685 Eadric-, 
687 Withrcd; 

All kings of -Kent, >^hofe tews »are extant 
iathe" Textus Koffenfis,"* and are printiii 

• <*^ King Alfoedis (iiiUtoJiavc :;ifter.wards tranfiated them into the 
S;ixon language. Bale Ceni. II. c. 26. 

f See alfo of this heroic queen and her laws, " Saltern*s Ancient 
• Laws of Great Eritaip," c. 9. Tarincr (ex Leland) Bibl. Brit. 514. 

t This king is (V.id to have caufed a boc;k to be written, entitled, 
. « Decrtta Judiciorum j" but it feema to be no otlier than Llie law* 
.Jlhat are ej/tanr under his name. 

-6 -by 
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ITaWS AKD LAW-WR1T£RS. j 

Vy Lambafde in Afchaionomia, and other col-- 
I^dions of our antient Laws, and particularly 
hy Wilkins, in ** Leges Anglo-Saxon." 

Sigebert^ or- Sigeflbert, king of tlie Eaft 
Angles [653], is faid to have wiitten a book, 
of the laws of Eiigland, calling it-**^ Lbg uj* -'• 

LVSTITUTA*. 





Next follow,. 


688 


Ina, 


?72 


Alfreds 


901 


Edward the Elder. 


924 


Atiwlftan f. 


940 


Edmund; 


9^9 


Edgar. 


9-79 


EdoetdredJ- 



Thefc being kings of tlie Weft SaxonS» 
their laws J obrrained the name of Weft 
Saxonlega, i. e. the laws of the Weft Saxons, 
whereby, in ancient tiiues, nine counties 
ti^uth of the' river Thames were governed, 
"" Tiz. Kent, Saflex^ Sitrrey, Bcrkihire^ WiU- 
^ire, HantlTlire, Soraerfctlhire, Dorfetlhire, - 
. a^id Devoiilhirc. Dugd. Orig. 5. 

**0f This kJTTr:, who is fai^ttd be the firfV founcl^r of the Uni- 
tcrftty of CitfubTKlge, v. Tamicr (ex Leiand) Bibl. Bfit. 672. 

f It is ohfervable, that Bale^ Cent. 11. c. 27, mentions k'mg 
A)thel0an, as having written a bonk «f the ad^ient laws corre(5led. 
Another of the New laws, awd a third of the ConftitiltionS^of tho 
Cicrgy. Thefe are probably what- are printed- in Wilklas a* the 
jaws of this king, v. Tanner, Bibl. Brit. 267. 

t'What rcmaia&-of fcbefo lawsarc'3afoextaii^ih*Wilkim abov« 

Ba Bcfid«^^ 
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4 GENERAL ACCOUNT OF 

^cfides the laws before- men tionod, kinir' 
Alfred is faid to have written a book of the 
laws of England,, defcribed by ^a!e and 
other authors, by the titfe of " Freyiariuni. 
cjuoddara,. quod conippfuit ex diverfls Ic- 
gibus Troianorum,Gr:^corum, Britannorum^ 
Saxonum, et Dacorum/' which was, it is 
apprehended, a more complete code than the 
coHeftion extant in Wilkins, but is not 
known to be any where extant at this day *. 
It is fqrther obfervable, that feveral laws of" 
Alfred arc mentioned in antient writers 
which are not among the laws that we have.. 
In the •' Mirrourof Juftices," mention, oc-. 
curs of a body of his laws (probably his 
*^ Dom Boc"), and tvcn of a colleftioo of 
his judgments then in public ufe, of which 
we know nothing at this day, though it' ap- 
pears by Harding*s Chronicle, that they were 
ufed in We'ftminfter Hall in the reign of 
Edward IV. See alfo '* Blackftone's Com/' 
vol. I. 65. 

King Alfred' t» befides thefebookt, and thfe* 
tranflation of the '* Leges Molmutinac,'* and 
• ^' Leges Marti anes** before-mentioned, framed 
the book entitled " Codex Wintonlaiius, or 
Book of Winchefter," and fometimes the 
Winchefter Roil, which contained a Sur- 
vey of the kingdom, and feems to have form- 
ed the ground work of the '* Domefday 

• ♦ This book, written in the Saxon tongue, was extant in Le- 
land's time, who a<5lually faw it at Chxift Cliurch in Hampftilre, 
JLeland de lUuft. Scrip, p. 1 50. 



tfd kin^ is 



A full account of the Utvs ani of the writings of tMs^reat ahi 
' griven in the notes to bis Life in Bto^*, Brit, vol. I. 

^ *• . mo^r 
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Book," afterwards compiled by WiHiam the 
Conqueror. It is faid to. have, been long prc- 
Jcrved in the Cathedral of Winchefter^ in 
which city.thd king's trcafury wasibrmerly 
kept.. 

1017 Tlie Daiies having afterwards got* footing 
in this kingdom, of whom Canute was the 
firft king, a third kind of law was by them 
conftitutcd, thence called DaneJegji, i. e. 
Dane law ; and by which no lefs than fifteen 
fbires of this kingdom weic governed, viz. 
EiTex, Middlefex, Suffolk,. Norfolk!^ Hert- 
fbrd(hire, Camhridgefhire, Huntingdonfhire, 
Lincolnfhire, Nottingiiamlhire, Dcrbyfhire, 
Northamptonftiirc, Leicefterihirc,, Rycking- 
hanifhire,Bedfordfhire, and Yoikfliire. Dugd.. 
Orig. 5. 

^042 Out of thefe three laws, viz. Merchert 
leo;a, Well Saxon lega, and Dane lega, king- 
Eclward, commonly called the Confeffbr, diet 
feleS the beft and choiceft, and reducing 
tliera into one body, called them the Com- 
mon. Law *. Pref. to 3d Rep. and Blacklh 
Comra, p* t6. 

About the year 940, the Britifh laws were 
colledted by order of Howel Dha, one of 
their kings,, by Blangoridus, Archdeacon ^f 
LandafF (by fome called Blegabridus Lan- 

♦ This acrunt of the three dtfth^lons of laws ahovementJoneJ, th'.u^b 
tdii^ted by Camd^fi, Spelman, DagJale, and generally by all our bif- 
tonanty jt controverted by Bp. Nicolfon in £ng. Hift. Lib. parti. 
C.4. and Pref to VVilkins's " Lcges Anglo-Saxpn." But See Gw- 
ioij's Hift. of FarL voL* I. 96. 

gVavMiis 
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# GS.ir£A-A'L ACCOUNT OF 

guaridus *) which being approved and con-- 
firmed Vy the king t»- and having, as it is gc--- 
nerally reptued, been in great part taken from ■ 
the before-mentioned laws of Dulwallo Mol- 
mutius are known by the title of ^» l^he Laws ~ 
of Hqwel Dha," and are, it is obTerved by a 
feanied judge, the moft reguhr coUeftion and 
fyftem ofancient ordinances that are any where 
extant J. Dugd. Orig. 54. Gurdon on Pari. . 
vol. I. 1000. Barrlngt. in Pref: to Obf. on Stat. 

Snch of tl«e Anglo-'Saxon Laws as have * 
. been found extant, have been publifh^d by 
the older hiftorians, and particularly by- 
Lambarde, in his coUeftion of the antient 
laws, entitled,' ** Archaionomia," but the 
hioft complete and elegant edition of thera. is- 
that publifhed by Dr. Wilkins in ".Leges 
Anglq-Saxonicae §, &c.*' in which alfo ?re 
oolleftcd feveral ecclefiaftical conftitutions' of ^ 
tliefame ages ||, 

A fummary account is here given of the .* 
remains of our laws prior to the Conqueft, . 
as c6ntained in tiiat valuable V^ork«' 

^ of whom fee Tanner, Bibl. Brit. 105. 

-f Tayter on Gavelk. 154; 

J An elegant etlition of ihem is extant fcy Dr. Wotton. Befides 
Hhe a'bove, feveral other coUeftions of the Biitifh or Welch laws ■ 
-Kt mentioned by Dugtlale. Orig. 54. 

§ It is obferyed, that fome valuaMe £(dJition$ might now be aiad« 
* to thcfe colle^ions. GoiTgh, Brit. t*op. vol. 1. 441. 

I) A very p^HJjiic&otft account of the fntjftance and policy of 
^•ft^laws«itt«H«ifttt'»Hift»t>r England/* yol. I. Appcnd.No L •r 

1 LMi 
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LAV'f AND XAW^WRITEIIS. . y 

1 Laws of -^thelbcrt. 

2 Laws of Hlothaire and Eadric. 

3 Laws of Withrcd. 

4 Laws of Ina. 

5 Laws of Alfred, 

6 Fcedus AJfccdi ct Guthruni. 

7 Laivs of Edward (the elder). 

8 Fc^us £dwardi & Guthruni# 

9 Laws of Athenian. 

23 Judicia Civitatis Londooiar. 

11 Laws of Edmund 

12 Laws of Edgar ♦. 

13 Supplement to the. Laws- of Edgar. 

14 Canons publiihed under the reign o^'Edgar. 

15 Laws of the Northunabrian Prcfhytcrs t- 

16 Laws of Etheldrcd 

17 Book of Conftitutions. 

18 Conftit;ution of the Council of .Snhain |* 

19 Seiiatu«.Confultum de iMontkotlis Wallian. 

20 Lavys 

• There, is tilfo extant itf this^kiog a charter entitled *' Carta 
R«sis Eadgari, Mariiun Bfit- Dommi," of which fee *' Hickes's 
Thcfaur.** 85, and 152 of the " Diflertalio Epiftol." and vvhich i« 
"^•lo relied wpon by Seldcn and otficr authors who have writtpn u^ 
^'S Dfjminion of the ^a. The original Jtfelf is ftUl cx:art in the 
- rifian CoUciiUon of M$3.-in the Mufi^iim, N°-7^i ^, and i& con- 
' ' cd ia a wooden box lined witli green ycK<?t, in form of gk larg;e 
'•-.'J bock, in red morocco, w ithin which it is placed uroi^a ^rcea 
^^'le ciiihioQ^ and covered with a iarg9 plate of glafs. 

t Suppofcil tahave been made under a Danifh king 'between tlit 
7caiS94() and 952. 

♦ Certain- marine and military laws made Tiy king E^hclcfredf 
t^i^ biftiops,and noble?, in the geiieral eoitmil of ^nham (probably 
^•w EnQiam in Oxfordfllire), A. D. IC09, for f. e fctting out of a 
fitci every year, and the puniihnieiit«f thofc who hnit or fpoiIe<{ 
aiy ihip ov deferred the fcrvice, cfpecidly if tbe king v\ as prefent 
'•' tl\c expedition j extia^ls of wbi^ti are irt < Po'nne on 4th Inft.** 
ivf* frodL << Spdmask's^oocik'' T. i»5'3fc.. TIm fame king idft» 

en:.a<i|F 
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:f t GENERAL ACCdtJlTT OT . 

20 Laws of Canute *, 

21 Book of Conftitutions f. 

22 Book of EccJcfiaftical Canons X- 

23 The Lpiftles of iElfric §. 
24. Book of Ecclefiaftical laws ||. 

25 The Laws of*Edward the Confeflbr *^. 

enaflcd laws' concerning foreign raercliatits Ihips anri g(x>ds, aiiil 
what tolls they ftiould pay, among which were impofed certain . 
cuftoms on foreign commodities, filh, &c/to be paid at Blytiefgate, 
or Billingfgate, in the port 5f London ; which laws, it-is faid, were 
made at Wantage ; extract*; from them arealfo extant as above, and 
do not appear to make part of the coUcftion of laws as above men- 
■ tioned, pu^liftied by Wilkins. They are alfo mentioned in " How- 
el's Hift. of the World, vol. II L part 4. c. 2. and in '* Anderfon*s 
Hift. o(jCortimerce.*' 4to. edit. 98. 

» Carta de Forefta, granted by Canute at a parliament at Win- 
chefter, A.D. 1016, is extant In ** Manwood s Foreft Law," but 
'the authenticity of it isdifputedby Lord Coke, 4th. Inft. 320. 

f This is fuppofed to have beencompofed about- the time of the 
' Conque(\, 

X Thefe canons, or rathsr niles, are imagine4 to have been 
' made ajjout' the time of the Conqueft. 

§ This ^fric was both a bi(hop and abbot, and is the lame per- 
' fon who compofed the book of canons above-mentioned. 

(I Spelman conjedures, that this book, or capitulary, was com- 
piled by fome biihop. 

•* ♦ Thefe laws are'fuppofea to have been collciled after William 
Rufus'sfime, vol. L " Hale's Hift." P. C. 63. Mr. Hume alfo ob- 
ferves, this colle6lion of laws is pLiinly a poft^rior and ignorant 
compilation, vt>1. 1. note K. 

It is worthy notice, that there i^ extant in " Hickcs's Differtatio 
Epiftolaris>'* prefixed to his " Thefaurus,'* an antient inflrument of 
the Angfo Saxon ages,' entitled, a " Sodalitium," which, though 
nnt ftri(5lly a public record or general law, is ftrongly charaifleriflic 
of the (late of the laws and government of the kingdom at that period, 
being a voluntary aflbciation of feveral individuals ifor mutual pro- 
teiiion and defence. A further account of it may befeen in Hume's 
Hift. L Append. N»L * - 

Lord Coke aligns to this period the treatife entitled " Modus 
tenendi Parliameiitum tempore regis Edwardi fil. regis Etheldraedi, 
&c." but it is-by Mr. Selden referred to the reign of Edward HI. 
where it will be fiuther noticed.-r-Sevcial other Law treatifes, 
which are mentioned by Lord Coke, as of the time before the Cbn- 
queft, ar£ alfo, upon probable grovmdS; transferred to fubfequent ' 

Laws 
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U LAWS and LAW-WRITERS from 
WILLIAM theCONQ^UERDR 

to the enaaing of MAGNA CARTA. 
Ai D* io66y to A. D. 1215* 



AD.H'^HE illorc gerleral la^s cnaftcci by this 

1070. i kingi which have reached our times, are 

^•^••thofe prcferVed by Ingulphus, contemporary 

^ with this reign, which are extant in thcNor- 

man-FVench languagCj with a Latin tfanfla- 

tion in Seiden Nota in Eadmerum^ In our 

colledions of bid laws, arid particularly in 

*• Wilkins's Leges Anglo-Saxon, &c*/' and 

are thus intitled, ** Tbfi an thi laws and cuf^' 

Urns which ff^iliiam the king granitd to all thi 

peoplt of England after his conqueft of the realm ; 

being the fame as thfe which king Edward thi 

Co^ffjfforf his Csufin^ oiferved,'^ 

They confift of fifty articles, or chapters, 
according to the divilion made of tliem by 
Seiden f. 

Bcfides thefc, there are alfo extant in Wil- 
kins, other laws of this king in Latin, ori- 
ginally publifhed by Seiden, and Sir Roger 
Twyfcleri, from the red book in the Fx- 
chequer, which coniift of twenty-one addi- 

^ Thefe laws are alfo extant with sin Engliih tranilation at the 
tn^ of ** Kelham's Norman Di^i'' accoitipanied With notes ami 
references to the Anglo-Saxon laws, fhxxv Whence they are re- 
fpeaively ilehved. See alfo BUckfl^ Comm, B, IL c 4. 

t See the contentis of thefe laws in 'RtfvtiU hij, Eng, Ltnv 
C tional 
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^ai. tiohal chapters, by^ferefral of whkh thfe ftudal 
^^*'' law is faid' to have been introduced into 

Eneland as before eftablifKed in Normandy ; 

ana among which that diftinguifhed as chap. 

55, is comflftbnly Entitled •* Magna- Carta- 

WiUiclmi *.'* 

1077. A general Synod was held at the Abby 
of Weftminfter, for the hearing and deter* 
milling of the caufes of the Chriftian church, 
in which' a remarkable charter was granted^, 
by the king ; a copy of which is* extant in' 
an antient MS. entitled Sulcardui^s- Chitrtw 
loij of the Abby of Weftmiafter f, in the 

1085. Carta ff^iilie/mi^ direftiag appeals in cer- 
tain cafes to be determined by the epifcopal 
jt!fifdi€kion^ and fof regulating other matters 
Ttiating thereto, by fepatating it from the 
ieeular jurifdi^kion, extant in Wilkins, 

* Sec Bi^y*i Anftmr to " Aygumwtum jintinorman,*^ among his 
rias, fol. 258. 
f Qftotcit aifo ift T>ttid: Orig, ChapiX)n Parliaments, af KiS. in 

Bibl. Cotton fuL Vtfpefiany An; 21*. See alfo -Brady $ ^fitter to A^^ 
gumait, Antlnorm, in his Tradte, foK 300^. Tyml G9n,'Frif.to Hift^ 
£///. and Bibl. Foiir, fbU 394. tanner BiJil. Birtt. 699. 

■ J It 19 r'f^pofed ih the fbllowirtg pages', to notice only fiieh pub- 
ic inftniitociatSi records, and evtots, as aitj connodted with the ge- 
neral adraiitiftration of jnflice, and the eftabiifhinent of bv{rs for 
tlifi government of the kingdom.— the aifh and'cOnftitutionspafled 
in the Synods or Conncild,' which ^dre* fre^Tcntly in tHe^B Cimes 
convened, to regulate the internal concerns of the church, are col- 
lected i^ Spflmai m CaonJ^ Bnt. and- in thev intlore complete «dirioii 
of them fioctf pat>Ufhet) by Bp. Wilkinsi. Sekten alfo citcn m (Er^ - 
clef. Jutifd. ofT*ft»tients)'7k M"5. in the Cotton Library, in a hand- 
writing feven hundred years old, bsing • a colle^lictn out of the fa- 
thei-s aod'c^d cofiocU^ in this kingiJom and lixland. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



~ XAWS AKP LAW«WRITfiRS. 4^ 

2^' By a la;nr entitlc4» JO^ JudaUin regno ^w- 
^'/itufiij the kiiu: tpok the Jcys un4cr the 
protection of this kingdom, having previ- 
oqHy granted them a likf privilege for fet- 
tling th?mfelv« at {loan in Nprnaandy, 
An A& «f ParUamcRt held in di is* reign 
. 'Was pleaded and held good in the cafe of the 
Bi&op of Norwich, in xi Edvr. IH^ 6p a. b. 
and is m«ch relied on as fuch by Lord Coke *, 
in treating flf the Ailtiqutty-of Pariianients. 
Fref. to 9tb. Rep. and in Rights of the King" 
dom^ &c. 217. ndit, i6S2. 

4o36. A piinripal r^ord of this reign^ hy which 
the internal, policy was regulated on .more 
certain principles, was the compilation of 
the furveyof the kingdom, tabea by .order 
of thi$ king, and which ftill remans extant 
in the Exche<|Qer, under the title of *^ D!»mef- 
.day Book," a.nmilar compilation liaving^ been 
c^made in the re^ of king Alfred, as is be* 
ibre-raemionod. It confifts of two volumes : 
x>ne volume contains the counties iof Kilex, 
Norfolk, and Suffolk, the other contains 
«reft of the counties of England, e^^c^ptPur- 
ham, Cumberland, Wcftmorcland, and Nor- 
thumberland, liis furvey was begun an. 
1080; it mentions how mudi arable land, 
pafture, meadow, and wood, every man had, 
-the extent «nd vajue^ them ta the time of 
Edvvard the Confeffor, and at the time of 
making the furvey ; atfo what miHs and fiftic- 
riesj, and in fome counties tlie number of 

* It appears that feveral great courts were held jby the king ia 
*^ reign. But fee Prynm «■ 4^b Jf.ft* 7. 

C 2 freemen, 
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•wnu freemen, focmcn, villains, borders, fervai^ts, 
^°"^' young cattle, (beep, hogs, horfes, &c. in 
evtfry town and manor, and to whom they 
belonged *. For a more full account 6f this 
fiirvcy, fee Nicolfon-s Eng. Hift. libf. 4to. 
p. 171, Spelraan's Gloff. turh. Doraefdei, the 
other books' cited in Wright's Tenures, p. 
J56, an Account of- Doroeiday book and of 
Panegeld; printed by order of the Society 
of Antiquaries in 1756, 4to. Dr. Cowel's 
Di£t. utt^tr Domefday Book^ and G§ugh*s 
Top. Brit. Pref. 182. 

A memorable judicial record of this reign 
1% alfo extant, entitled Placita apud Pinen- 
dfnamf^ being a pleading in the caufe of 
Lanfranck, Arehbiihop of Canterbury, and 
Odo, BiQiop of Baicux, the King's brother, 
concerning the title and feizin of the prede- 
ccflbrs of the Archbiftiop, before the Con- 
queft, refpefting certain lands in Kent ; in 
which cafe the king gave judgment in favour 
of the arehbiihop. 

A plead ih'^ alfo in the Gafc of Edwin, 
heir of the family of Sharnebourne in Nor- 
folk, and earl Warren, a Norman, concern- 
ing the title to the caftle and eftates of the 
former, is extant in fevpr^l authors ; in 

* This antient record is now made public from the prcfe, by dl- 
rcdlion of the Hoitfc of Lords, v. BtSI, Leg. j4»g* 1. ti r. Records. 

f It is known by the title of tlie « Pinicndon Record/' and is 
extant in Texius Rofftnjisy from whence it has been publilheil by 
Dngdalfl and Spelnian.— Sde alfo an accouiit of this cafe from a re- 
cord of it in lord Coke's pofleffion, Prtf to ph Rrf, 

5 whieh 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LAWS AND LAW-WRITEHS. ijk 

Y^- which cafe, it is faid, the king gave jadgc- 
°°^"jBent againft Earl Warren *• 

Other laws of this king are mentioned by 
the older hiftorians, which do not appear to 
be any where extant on record, or in the 
form of laws»' the fubdancc or. purport oxxly 
of them being preferved to our times. Of 
this defcription are the following, which are 
mentioned by Dugdalt in Otig. Jund. where 
references may be found to the original au-* 
thorities; 

Purveyance of viftual for the fupply of the 
court, was ordered to be taken in kind 
throughout the kingdom. 

It was in this reign fii-ft appointed, that 
charters Ihould be iealed with wax by each 
man*s peculiar feaL 

That Law pleadings fhould be thenceforth 
in French, and that language fhould be taught 
in the fchools. 

That thofe who took a deer or goat fhould 
lofe their eyes. 

That at the ringing of a bell (called Cou- 
vrefeu) every evening, the fire in the houfes 
ihould be extinguiihed. 

Homicide was punifhed with lofs of life. 

Rape was puniflied by caflration of the of* 
fender. 

* Of this judgment Juftice Calthrop fau!, te bail fecn an au- 
Aentic copy in the library of Sir Chrillopher Hey don, at Ba<;ons- 
*oq>m Norftdk. V Sp.lman OuL ^h, /^, in mikins, 287. Th© 
iwhemicity of the cafe itfclf is, however, ratbei* doubted. 

WILLIAxM 
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4o«7. Third Son of Wilxi am the G€)K<yjSROR, 



•TpHIS king held, during bis feign, fcvcrai 
"^ great Councils at Rockingham aail.Sali£- 
iHiry, -but there does not appear an3r memo^ 
rial of jaws ena£led by him* 

To this king is, however, attributed the 
original of the cuftom whereby his fucceflbrs 
claimed the.profits of vacant bilhopricks and 
monafteries, which were of the king's pa- 
tronage, commonly called Fitft Fr^iitSu Dugd. 



.HENRT 
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ft E N R Y I. 

A. f>. 

iroo.Fotirilj Son of WjLLIAMthe CoiTqUEROR.. 

it. R. INHERE is a coHeftiort of the LsLWi of thi» 
^i -■• king,- confifting of ninety-four chapters^ 
in Wiikins *. Int the colleftion above-mcn- 
tiouedy there is a charter granted by this- 
king, on his coronation, containing provi- 
iions for the redrefs of divers grievartcesr 
which, however, ftill fubfifted till the enaft- . 
ing of Magna Carta,, above one hundrect 
years afterwards, and though it is faid, that 
copies of this charter were depofited in each of 
the abbies at that time in the kingdom ; the- 
obfervance of it was fo little regarded, that it 
was with difficulty a copy could be found on 
occasion of framing the articles of which the 
Magna Carta was compofed f. 

Several geReral Councils or Synods were 

alio held in tliis reign, m which it feems 

there were eflablifhcd many regulations con- 

. cerning ecclefiaftical matters, which, with 

* A part of the laws^as Here collefteit, are faid to bo n6t au- 
Aeiitic. V. t Hak's H'tfl. F. C. 8; in note— ^rn^w't WJt. Eng, 
^^, V0LL21J. 

f To account in fome meafure for this difficulty, it isfud bf 
Rudbnrne (an antient writer), that all except three copies, by va- 
riois artifices, were embezzled. V. Advcrtifement concerning 
^^Sna Carta, prefixed to the copies- of it in the tradt ensitled, 
^^fitSiuu upon the opiniont of fome mufcrn i/i-vi/ifi cwKCning tbt naiurt 
'/;»wrffiK0«f, 4to. 1689. This Charter is alfo extant in feveraV 
of the old Hiilorians, but the moft ancient and authentic copy of it 
is in the " Textus Roffenfis," from whence it was publilhed by 
Hearne and Wiikins, and laftly by Blackftone in' " Xntrod. to M. C/' 
^'icfe it is obferved, that the Proheme, as well as the conchtfiont 
^ <i are materially different in the fevcral copies, but the body of 
^c charter is in moft rcfpcfts much the fame. 
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Hen Lfomc .Other conftitutions and charters of Icfs 
general concern, are recited or mentioned 
as they occur in the older hiftorians, in Spil- 
man*s Cod. Ve\. Leg, Stat, printed with Wil- 
kins's '* LI; Anglo-SaxoB** above- cited *. 

Several other laws are mentioned as hav- 
ing been enafted in this reign, which do not 
appear to be on record, or recited in the 
form of laws ; the following are colle£led by 
Dugdale from the old hiftorians 

»xo8- It was ordained, that counterfeitorg of mo- 
ney (hould lofe their eyes, be gelt, and lofe 
tlieir hands. Much to this effed, there is 
- extant in Spelman above-cited, Charta Regu 
Henrici I. de Moneta faifa tsf cambiatoribus^ 
which is recited in the form of a writ from 
the King to the BiHiop, Barons, &c. of 
Worccfterfhire, direfting the punifliment o( 
lofs of tcfticles, and of the right hand, againft 
fuch offenders. 

This is by feme dated as above, but is by 
others placed under the a. r. 2;. — '\ here 
IS a!fo in the fame collcflion, in the fame 
form, direfted to the Bifliops, Barons, 
...French, and Eiiglifh of Worcelterlhire, 
Charta hbl Lom':tatus teneri dtbct it ubi pLcita 
de atve^fii t.rrarunK 

T his king alio cnafted, that lialfpence and 
farthings Ihould be round. 

* If may be proper to mtrition, that the laws of this king, and 
thoiic bcftne-mcntioned. as extant in \Vilk.ius, art there accom- 
p.tnieil with illuftrative notes auJ prefaces, compofed by various 
learned atiibors. 

That 
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iHeo L That an ell meafure Ihould be the length 
of his arm. 

That the ufe of lights in the night fhould 
be reftored. 

That the Englifh fhould cut their hair 
after the cufiom of the Normans. 

He is alfo laid to have firfi converted into 
a pecuniary tax the military fervices claimed 
from his fubjeds ; as alfo the prerogative of 
jpurveyance. 

There alfo appears an ordinance, made in 

■this reign at Ipfwich, enading baniihment 

ior felony or trefpafs in maritime concerns^ 

• probably among others of the fame nature *^. 

Mention alfo occurs of feveral judicial de- 
terminations under this reign t* 

Of the Law- Writers and Trealifes of this 
reign: ' 

Ranumh de Meschines^ Earl of Chef- 
ter, is faid to have compiled a book of 
the Common Laws of England t. 

** Tractatus imperfeftys de Legibus 
j&ngliae, divifus in 4 libros ; quorum primus 
x:ontinet Leges Anglicas in Latinpm traftf- 
latas ; fecundum habet, quaedam fcripta (ut 
inquit author) tcmporis noftri n^ceflaria: 
tertius eft de ftatu et agendis caiifaTUtn : quar- 
tus eft de furto et partibus ejus ^.'* 

* lih, Vig, Aim,^ p. £7, ivhere it is recorded at len^cfa. V, 
^rjunt on 41^ Infi. 106. 

t K MirnTf *c I. fe^ 3. c. 2. £ 4* 24. 

t Pre/. t9 % Rep, Vugd. SaroM, 36 & fif^ 

§ Dugd. Orig. 56. refers to -Cott. Lib. fuh. effg. Domitiani, A. 

D *« Text us 
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W«rv,I. « Textus Ro^fensis'* is alfo tx) be con* 
iidered as an original law record of this 
rieign, having, been written by Ernulph^ 
Bifliop of Rochefter, who difld A* D. 1114. 
It contains authentic copies, of the laws of 
feveral of the Anglo-Saxon kirigs, particu« 
larly of four Saxon kings whofe laws are 
omitted by Lambarde, with the Saxon form 
, of oaths, and ** De placitis apud Pinendam 
inter Lanfrancutn Archiep. Cant, et Odoneni 
Epifc. Baiocenfem. " It contains alfo a re- 
gifter of the affbirs of the Church of Ro- 
chefter^ It was in piirt puUMhed by Hearne, 
and has been nmde much ufe ot in the fe- 
veral coUe&ien^ of Selden^ Spelm&n» Dug«» 
daic» «n4 other hift<aijri4ns;^« 



STEPHEN, 
Nephew of H E N R Y I. ^ 

A* D.^HIS king granted a Carta de libertati-^ 

1135- •* bus t, confirming Aat of Henry 1, as 

A- ^*9lh the Uws of Edward the Confe0br, which 

'* is extant in Spelman (above quoted), in 

^ S6e further fome curious particulaFS of (his vahiable work of 
jihtiqulty. OQ^S^'s Top. Brit, vol. I. 46C3, and more particularly 
Mr. ftsgge la Bibi. Bnt. Top. N' XXV. 

f This charter (in a MS eolle^ion of Charters by Sir Symonds 
jyEV/es, Harl. MS 3. n. 311, fol. 243) is faid to be entered in the 
R^ bfniki of tbe %ch9quer ^ Weftmu^eri; but upon a diligent 
fearch was not to be met with therein : a copy b£ it is, boweve!*, pro* 
forved in an antient MS. in the ^otton Lib. (Claud. D. 2. fol. 55.) 
from whence it is inferted by Blackftone in <4 Introd. to Magna 
Carta." It is alfo recited hf Rk. ^ Htfftlfi^d^ v^ ^s hifl^ of 

wHich 
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Staph. ^hich there. is alfo another charter of this 
king, more particularly relating to ecclefiaf- 
tical cpnc^ms, and which, together with that 
before--Tnentioned, is 'alfo inftrted in Black* 
ftonc's ** Introd. to Magna Carta>" being 
there printed from Mr. Heame*8 copy bf khe 
latter, in whoft hands the origihal itfelf, un- 
der fcal, formerly was, though what is npvf 
hecomc of it is uncertain. 

«34« * Under this yc^r a laW was enafte<i con- 
^•^•cerning Ihipwreck, the fubftahce of which is 
♦• in Spelman, Codi Vet. Leg. Stat. 

1 140. Mention occurs of a regulation concerning 

the co^n. Spelman, 4is aiovg^ 
1146. The tribute of Danegclt was abolifhed in 

this reign. Dugd. Orig. cites Hoveden. 

ii^i* At a council or parliament at Weftminfter 
were enafted laws concerning the Stew- 
hoiifes in Southwark*, within the jurif- 
diftion of the bifhop of Wincheftcr, Which 
are recited in Spelman^ as above. 

ScTeral other great councils ^ere held in 
this reign, at Northampton, Oxford, Dun-^ 
liable,. London, &c. in which, befides the 
general concerns of the kingdom, were agi- 
tated various eccleiiaftical matters ; as alfo in 
feveral iynods aiTembled in this reign, where^ 
in alfo the Papal jurifdi£tion and the rights 
of the clergy were much difputed, in the 
Gourfc of which the kinj was himfelf cited to 
appear at the fynod held at Winchcfter, by- 
Henry, bilhop of Winchefter, being ajfo 
legate to the Pope* 

'♦They were fupprcffcd by proclamation^ 37 H. VIII. A. D* 
1547' 3 Inft. 105. 

D2 HENRY 
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H E N R Y II. 

Granifon of HENRY I- 

A. ir./^HARTA Libcrtatum Angliaa was grant- 

ii54V^ cd.in confirmation of that of Henry I. 

^'^•which is recited in Spelman, Cod. Leg. Yet. 

'* Stat, and is alfo printed by BJackftone in 

** Introd. to Magna Carta," from an entrj 

in the Red book of the Exchequer. 

n6f. Conftitutions of the council or parliament 

of Clarendon were enafted and further enr 

forced by a council held at Northampton the 

fame year, and by certain other conftitutions, 

as they were termed, which the king, being 

in Normandy, fent over to his juftice^ Ric* 

da Luci, &c. to be fworn to and obfcrvedby 

the- people of England. They are extant, 

* as alfo the Conftitutions of Clarendon in 

Spelman. < 

1170. The king conftitutcd certain juftices iti- 

-'^•^•nerant, and fent them into feveral counties 

*^* to make enquiry according to the direction of 

feveral articles concerning delinquencies of 

feveral kinds. Dug£/. 8 *. 

»«7^- At the council of Nottingham the king- 

A.R.(Jom was again divided into fix circuits, and 

**• t'aree juftices affigned toeach, to diftribute 

juftice according to the before -mentioned 

conftitutions of Llarendon« Dtigdi Orig. 8. 

8pelmany 329J 

* See alfo Du^ CbHfh Strict, aad ^uvfs's Hjf. pf^Ettg* Lmw, 
vol J. 54. 

At 
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At the council of Windfor * it was again 

J j^ divided into four parts, to each of which 

^ i^^wcre aifigned* live juftices, to one of thcra 

25. iix^ to hear the compiamts of his people 

upon all controverfies and differences, ^nd 

to ido them tight therein. Dugd, Orig^ 8. 

"80, AssiSA dehabendisarmis In Jnglh^ whereby 

every perfon, of whatfoever degree, was af- 

jigned what weapons and arms he might 

have for the defence of the realm,, which is 

printed fron> Hoveden in Spelraan above* 

X ciicd. 

ifRf. At tliis time the king divided his foreft* 
in England into certain diftrifts, and af- 
iigned four judges to each, and is faid by 
Heveden to have prefcribed certain form* 
of proceeding theitin, entitled ** AssisiE Fo- 
REST-ffi." 

On occaiion of the expedition to the Holy 
Land,. fcYcral public regulations took.place, 
among which the following arc mentioned 
by the old hiftorians. 

»*84. At a great council held at London, it was 
determined to raife a fubfidy for the profecu- 
tion of the HoJy War, as it was called. 

11%^, The king ifTued an ordinance, being then 
in- Normandy *, intitlcd by R. Hoveden, 
Stqttttum di itimri Terra SanHa^ which is 
recited in Spelman above quoted. 

* The execution of- it- is dated Cenomannum [Man?], in ih» 
prefencc of Ricliaix\^his fon, then Count of Poiftou, the archbiftsops' 
of Toui-s, Canterbury, and Roan, anti other biihops and banms of 
Anjo¥i, Maine, and-TouraUie. 

On 
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Hen. On his return to England, the king hfM 
^^' a great council at his royal palace at Gain-* 

1x88. tington, eight or nine mile's from. Northamp- 
ton, when he ordered a tenth of the rents 
and moveables of hisfubjeds in England to 
be taken, according to the befbre-meiitioned 
ftatute enaftedin Normandy, for carrying on 
the Holy War. 

It appears by a fubfequent charter of king 
John (A. R. 2.), that a charter wafc alfo 
granted to the Jews in this reign. 

During this reign a law was enaSed to re- 
prefs the infoience of the Normans^ Spei> 
man, 337. 

And feveral regulations were made con- 
cerning the coin, as mentioned by the hif- 
torians of the time. 

It is alfo faid, that this king paifed an 
equitable law, T hat the goods of a yaflal 
fhould not be feized for the debt of his -lord, 
unlefs tlie vaflal be furety for the debt; 
and that the rents of vaflals fhould be paid 
to the creditors of the lord, not to tlie lord 
himfelf*. 

Befides the before- mentioned laws and or- 
dinances, this king held feveral general coun-t 
cils, in which were debated many weighty 
concerns of the church aiui ftate, among 

• It is remarkable, that this law was ensued by the king in a 
^uncil at Venieuily in NornYandy, coitfifting of fome prelates and 
barons of England, as well as fome of Normandy > Poidou, Anjou^ 
M^ne Touraine, and Britanny , and the {latute took plaCe in all 
»hefe different territories. Hittae't bift* fh^f. 9, ciXesJStntJ, AUai^ 

which 
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fi«- which probably may be reckoned ibme ge- 
^' ncral laws and regulations which have not 
reached our times, feveral inftances of fuch 
being mentioned by Glacnville that arc not 
elfewhere taken notice of, V* RtiVis*s Hift. 
Eng. Law* vol. I. 151, 152, &c. 

The principal law trcatife of this reign is 
that entitled, ** Trajftatus de Icgjbus et con- 
fuetudinibus Angliac tempore Reg. Hen, II. 
compofituSy juditiae guberpaculae tenentae 
iiluftri viro Ranulfe de Glanvil, juris regni 
et antiquarum* confuetudiuum eo tempore 
peritiffimo." 

The work is divided into fourteen books, 
treating of i. Pleas and Eflbins in the court 
of King^s Bench. 2. Tryals by Combat and 
the Grand Affize, 3. Warrantry. 4. Ad- 
vowfons of Churches. 5. Naturalization and 
freedom. 6. Dower. 7. Baftardy and Ward-^ 
(hip. 8. Fines, o. Homage, with other fer* 
vices and perpreftures, and encroachilients. 
lo« Debts and contrads, 11. Attorneys* 
12. Writs of Right and Prohibition. 13. 
Kecognifanccs and DilTeifins. 24. Pleas of 
tke Crown *. 

Uber Niger Scaccarii, 

This compilation, beiides the worV herein 
after-mentioned, entitled " Dialogus de Scac- 

cario,** 

* This work appears to bs the firft fyftematic trcatife of our law, 
and to have been firft made public by Sir William Staandford, an. 
X554; bis tho r«al author is iv>t certainly known. .G^lanviUey-to whom 
it is generally afcribedy was made chief juftice o£ England, aiv t iSo* 
*nd is faid alfo to have held a militaiy chara<5ler, in which he led 
the king's armies more than once, and was the commander, an. 
^ '73> who took the king of Scots prifoner. He is afterwards faid 
to have gone to the Holy War, where he Was killed before the city 

tzed by Google •^ 
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Hen. cario," contains an account of the number of 
^' hides of land held by the king's tenants in 
capite, efcuages, &c. taken^ as it feems, on 
©ccafroh of levying an aid far marrying tlie 
king's daughter to the Emperor ; with the will 
of Hen. IL and feveral charters, conventions, 
' &c. V.Bibl. Leg. Ang. P. I. tit. Rbcords. 

Liber Ruber ScaccariL 

This alfo contains the Dlahgus de Scaccario^ 
the other contents being alfo in fubftance 
much the fame with the above, but con - 
tinued, as it feems, to the reign of king 
John, probably by fome later hand. The 
compilation of this work being afcribed to 
Alexander de Swereford, archdeacon of 
Shrewfbury, and an officer in the Exchequer 
the latter end of this reign. V. Reeves's 
Hift. Eng. Law, vol. L 220*. 

«f Aeon, I Ric. an. 1190. Agreeable to thefc particulars, Lord 
Coke, in Pref. to 8th Rep. gives a circiimftantial account oF Glan- 
vil, as founder of the abby of Buttelay in Suffdk, and aUb of his 
family and defcendants, from an ancient writing in his • poUeffion. 
It appears, however, that Glanvil held the office of chiief juf- 
ticiary until the very year in which he is faid to have been killed 
?^ above -menticned, having been then difmifled by Richard I. from 
that ftation. Spelm^n C d. Vet. Leg, Stat, 

Mr. Sclden, funher, in " EccIeC Jurifd. of Teftamcnts," pu I. c. 5. 
doubts the circumftance of this work being the compoHtion of 
<Tlanvil ; feveral of the beft and moft ancient copies having, 
lie obfcrvcs, the name of E. de N. which he had heard, from 
diligent feaixheis in this kind of learning, affirmed to have been 
E. DE Narborouch, and not i?. dr Glanvil, The iludentwill 
find a (ull account of this author, and of the contents of the 
work in " Reeves's Hiftory Eng. Law," vol. 1. 221. 

» The originals of the two records above-mentioned arc at Ihe 
Remembrancer's Office. Indtx to Rtcords, 

Diabgus 
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Diabgus df Neeejfartts Ohfervantiis Scac- 
earu *. 

This book treats, in the way of dialogue, 
upon the whole eftablifhment of the Ex- 
chequer 

♦ This Dialogue forms a part both of the Black book anJ Red 
book of the Exchequer ; a MS. copy of it is in Uie ptidetfiun of 
George Fair, Efq. which cootainSy in feveral parts, m«"e than the 
print. 

It is cbferved by Mr. Barrinston, that it hath uncommon merit 
as a litorary produ^ion of this reign. Obf. en M. C. c. 4. 

A finsuiar obfairity has attended the aligning this work to its 
proper apthor. It was long known, previous to being pritoted by 
Madox in Hijl. of Ex<;jHq. 17 1 1, and was frequently quoted by 
Sfehfian, Glojfl verh. Scncetf*ium, &c. by the title ot GervafiusTit^ 
hurignfit, by which name it was aKo quoted by Seldcn^ in Titles of 
Honcttr, 16x4, who, however, in his table of authors in that work, 
acknowledges his midake in following the common opinion ; and, 
upon the iri'ormation of Mr. ^gard, and the authority of ^^LxanJi*- 
dt Svrerefo'^d, archdeacon o^ Shrew(bury, in his Preface to the Red 
book of the Exchequer, afligns it to RUbarJ de Beaumes, bifhop of 
London, temp. Hen. I. which was afterwards more fully confirmed 
by Maii6x in his'eniftolaVy difcourfe prefixed to this Dialogue. It 
had, however, frequently been alfo quoted by llie tide of " Ock-* 
ham, aiKl Ockham's lucubrations," by Sptlman, in Gi -'J. verb. Ji'- 
tidariusy Comtel in DiS. fit. Kxcbtfuer, and by io*d CMcf 2nd. /»/. 
19, 44, 498, and often generally in his " Comment on Littleton," ' 
and .under that title feems to have been very little known, 'till 
pointed out by Mr. ilargmve in lit note* on Coke upon LittUroky 9$ be- 
ing the fame w iih the Dialogue printed in Madox, which is fince 
traiiflateU and publilhed under the title of Diahgue of tbt Excbepier, 
410. 1758. 

It is i^id of this trcatife, " ,Ockbaniy in Henry II. his reign ho- 
nours cojiyhoUlers ia thofe el<ler times with the name of cufto- 
mary reiiants ; and Ockam not only fpake worthily of them, but o£ 
tiieir original, whofe works, through the envy aiul tyramiy of t^c 
tim-s,'ha\'e not had the liberty to appear in publiquel" 

Ef>iJlola Miiio Sjx^Ua, or Mludiocx, fir^ Utter t9 Lrd gett&al 
Cr-imwtilt 4tO. 16^3. 
It is further obferved by Mr. Hargravfjlh-^ it is not eafy to z^^^ 

lord 0,k^i reafon fcr nttiibuting it toO'*^ w, aiui it feems equally 

unaccounted for -by wh?t authority it had generally obtained «he 

Dame ot Ctrvajiut ivburmfn, 

E , It 
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chequer as a court and an o^ce of roTenui^y 
giving an exa£t and fatisfa^ory account of 
the officers and their, duty, with all matters 
' concerning that court, during its higheft 
grandeur in the reign of Hen. II# Rieves*s 
Hift. Eng, Lawy vol. I. 220. 

Traftatus die Moneta ct Aflaia, of this 
reigh is mentioned as extant, by Dugdale, in 
Cott. Lib. Cleop. A. 16. * 

Confuetudines Angliac quae pvoponcT>antur 
Thomas Becket, Arch. Cant, cum cohfti- 
* tutionibus ejufd. regis renovalis in Nor- 
mannia, BUL Cmdn. Tlius A, 13^ n. 5, f 

Fafciculus Joannis de Oxoniae dc Cartis 

et contraftibus. MS* Notwic^ Mitre^ 290, J 

Regimin« Principum, ad regcm Gipri, 
l>y St. Thomas. § 

It appears a NiMat df Okbam, or Ocham, <:lerk to the tr«aluKr 
of the Exchequer, died 34 £dw. I. Madox, vol. II. 304. 

G€mfaJiusTitbwienJU\&9Xkth(x of feveral works of a different kiada 
1. *' Otia Imperialia," dedicated to the emperor Otho IV. (to 
^'hom he was related, as alfo to king Henry II.) quoted io Sel* 
den's " Titles of Honor," 437, edit. 1675, and extant in " Le^ 
nitz Scriptor. Brimfwic. 

a. <* I>c Defcriptione nrandi ad Otton. IV. Rom. Imp. Liber 
fiartim Geograi^iiciis, partim Hiftorictts. Infcribitur Prophetia Mer- 
lini & multa habentur de regno Francorum.De Carlo Magno ct Im- 
pffsratoi'thiis Romamis poft CaroUim de mirabilibiis unlus cujufque, 
cum aUis." MS. Cat. Lib. Cott. 116, N. i. See further con- 
cerning his works in " Madox's Prelimin. Differt." 

* V. poft. under the reign of Edw. I. 

f See NicfljBn'i Hlfl, Lib, fol. 223. Edit. 1714. 

% Tamer's BibK Brit. 568, where it rather feems to be by ano- 
ther author of the reign of Edw. I. 

§ Quoted by Lord Chan. F0//{/2r»f, on Monarchy, 

RICHARD 
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RICHARD L 

fumanud coeur db Liey, 

Third Soa of HENRY II. A. D. 1189*. 

A.li. \ Council yfftt held at Pipcwell, at 

1189. jr\ which Ranulph de Glanvil was dc- 

^•^*-pofed from his ftation ^f Jufticiary of Engw 

land, and Hugh, bifhop of Durham, and 

William, Count of Albemarle, appointed to 

hold iliat Office. 

The fame year a general council wa« held 
at London, in which an expedition to the 
Holy Land was undertaken ; and, being ar- 
rived at Dover-, the king again appoints 
Hugh, bilhop of Durham, Judiciary beyond 
the Humbcr, and William Longchamp, 
biihop of Ely, his chancellor, to be Chief 
Judiciary of England. 

By a writ, dated Boulogne, extant in 5/>//- 
mmi C, V. L, S. the king direfts obedience 
to be paid to WiUJam, bilhop of Ely. 

The biftiop of Ely,Jufticiary of England, 
takes horfes of each city, &c. throughout 
the kmgdom for the king's fervice. 

^.11. The king, being arrived at Mcflina in Si- 

* cily, releai'es, by a charter, his claim of 
wreck throughout his dominions, which 
was afterwards confirmed and eftabliflied by 
the laws of Oicron. 

* This yenr is afTigned (by flat. Weftcn. 1 EcHv. I. c. 38.) ns 
^ commenccaicijt gf the legal term tlcliucU •• within time oC 
Ocmory/* 

E 2 ' The 
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Rich. The king being taken prifoner, by letters 
' to his juftices (extant in Hoveden), dated 

J* 'Hagenou i a Germany, requires 70,000 marks 
to be raifed for his ranfom ; by authority of 
which letters the King's Mother and the Juf- 
ticiary of England enafted, that a fourth part 
of the rents of the kingddtn (hould be given 
for bis raiifom. 

■*94' On his return to England, the king held 
a council at Nottingham, in which he ena£t- 
ed a tallage of two (hillings on each plough- 
land, which Was antiently called Te Man- 

TALE. 

About this time were enafted certain re- 
gulations, or ordinances, concerning tour- 
naments, the fubftance of which is extant 
in Hoveden, V, Spelman above cited. 

The king returning from the Holy Land^ 
inflituted in the ifle of Oleron, in thb bay of 
Aquitaine, certain rules and cuftoms for the 
regulation of naval and maritime concerns, 
which were alfo introduced into England^ 
where the Laws of Rhodes, which had -been 
grafted on the civil law, had been already 
adopted. V, Sir Leol, Jenkinses Chargis, Wr. 
quotjed in WoadfofCs Eltments of Jurijpru* 
dtrue^ 64. * 

^ Thefe laws, called the laws of Clcrpn, were received by all 
nan'ons in Europe as the ground ami f«hrt!ru6tion ofalltheirma- 
rine Qonftitutions, aiid iliU contimie to bo lield of great aiKhohty 
in the maritime courts r)f France. Some French writers have en- 
deavoarcd to make a title to the honor of the produdlion of this 
maritime coile, by attributing the original of thefe laws to Eleanor^ 
dachefs of Gnienne, mother of king Richard. See the fubftance 
ot w at is advanced on- this head by the French, writers in '* Park' 
cu imuTiuice," Introd. xxw^ 

Juftices, 
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Rich. ]ufticcSi and cotpmatiders of the navy^ 
were appointed by the. king, with a charter 
of the ftatute$5 to be obferved by thofe under 
their command^ dated Chinon ; recited in 
Spelmnn as. above ^ 

Several ordinances concerning the mari* 
time jurifdiflion were enaded at Grixnfby 
about the beginning of this reign. , They 
arc recorded in the Black book of the Admiralty^ 
. p, 98, 29, 157, 158. The fubflance of 
which is extant in Prynne on the 4th Inji. 
108. 

A.R. . About the end of this year juftices iti- 
5 nerant were fent into the different counties, 
with direftions concerning the mode of pro- 
ceeding in pleads of the crown, which are 
recited from Hoveden in Spelman above cited, 

Capitula de Jiddau are alfo extant as above, 
being probably the fame as the charter * 
faid to be granted to the Jews, by which 
judges were appointed to hold courts touch- 
ing the government of that people, particulars 
of which are mentioned in MoHoy Jure Marit. 
B. III. c. 6. §. 4. 
1195. -By authority of the chief jufticiary* an oath 
was ordered to be taken throughout the 
kingdom for the luppreffion of robbers. An- 
ordinance concerning the puniohment of thofe 
who killed a clerk or a layman. Spelman. 

"97- An aflize of meafares wa» enafted, ex- 
, tant from Hovidefi^ in Spelman above cited. 

♦ Mcn^oned in the fubfequqit <:haner of king John (^. R. i.) 
to James the jew prxeit. 

Atal- 
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I5tk** A tallage of fivt fiiiffings on treryiploxtgbL^ 
jiog. laod, on otca£on of which certain regru— 
' tations were enaded for colkding it, whicli 
are recited as above. 

The fame year commiffions were fent into 
feveral counties with inftruftions for holding 
pleas of the crown, which are extant as 
above-mentioned, being intitled, Capitula 
Placitorum Corona Regis. 

About the fame time were enaAed JJpfi^g 
Regis de Forejiis^ extant alfo as before-men- 
tioned, and are thus more fully entitled : 
Hac eji Afftfa Dom. Regis^ et hac funt pr/e^ 
cepta de Foreftis fuis in jSngliay faSxi per ajjen-- 
fum et concilium Archiep. et Epifc.^jfbbatum, 
Comitum^ et Baronum et Militum totius regni 
fui. 

In this reign were alfo enafted at Wood- 
ftock, certain laws concerning hunting in 
the king's forefls, and ftill other regulations 
of this reign concerning offences againft the 
foreft la\^s, are mentioned in Spelman above- 
cited. 



JOHN, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XAWS AND tAW-WRlTIRS. ^t 

JOHN, 

Fifth Son of HE NR Y IL A. D. J199. 

A.D. A Conftitution (Conftitutio) concejming 
"99' J7X ^^^ fc^s of the great feal. 

The king's writ for eftablilhing the will of 
Hubert, archbifliop of Canterbury. 

A grant to the archbifhop of Canterbury 
of the privilege of coining money in the city 
of Canterbury • 

The above are extant in Spelman Ccd* Vet. 
Lig. Stat, from Lib. MS Arch. Cant. . 

A.B.. A charter gfanted to Tames, ajewprieft 
^ of London, of the prteuhood of the Jews 
throughout England. This charter is dated 
Roan, and is recited a Jnft. 508. 

* A charter was alfo granted to the Jews, 
confirming a former of Henry II. by which 
they had liberty to refide and trade under 
certain reftriftions in England and Nor* 
mandy. And of the fame date another char- 
ter of confirmation of liberties was granted, 
with the further privilege of being governed 
by their own laws : both which are recited 
in Moiloy de Jure Marit. B. I. c. 6. feft. 6. 

* The king iflued an ordinance at Haftings, 
aflerting the honor of the Englifli flag, which 
he enforced in a voyage with five hundred 
fail under his command *. 

* This onlinancc which is recited in " Lib. Nig. Admiral," 57^ 
tndin<< Selden Mare Claufum, L II. c. 26. is there quoted inur 
^« marinas fub fine srmi fcctmdi Reg. T**"- Sc« alio Preface to 
MoUoy de Jure Marit. and B. X. c. 3. Se(^. 8. 

Another 
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John, Another ordinance 'was. enafted at Haft- 
ings (probably among others of which no- 
tice has not reached us), prohibiting the 
. taking of exorbitant cuftoms from the mer- 
chants trading to England *. 

This year the king ratified the ufage of 
his Exchequer touching fuch debts as were 
due to the crown,. the form whereof is fet 
forth by R. Hoveden. Dugd. Orig, c. 4. 
1201, A grant and confirmation to enable the 
arcbifliop of Canterbury to convert the 'lands 
held of his fee ih gavelkind into military te- 
xiures. 

Alfo a grant and confiritiation to the fame 
archbifhbp, to hold aflizeS of the faid lands. 
Thcfe are alfo extartt in Spiiman above- 
cited from Lib. MS, Arch, Cant. 

Of this date appears the king'? writ to 
Hugh de Neville for enforcing the laws of 
the forefts of Henry If. 
1204. Affizc of bread according to the prices of 
grain. 

About this time a law was made for re- 
rcgulating the price of wine f. 
1.204. ^ proclamation of an aflize of money, and 
for fupprefling of dipt money. " ^ 

"* This ordinance is alfo in part recited fronv Lih. Ni^. Afm. ^i. 
k\ Exton't Mutii. DiceecL See alfo Lib. Nig. ^<c/»j. 59, 155, re- 
ferred to by Prynne on ^'h. UJi. io8. 

f Thefe laws, as alfo the following (not otherwife mentioned), 
are extracted from*" Dugdale's Orig. Jnrid.' who records them as 
mentioned by the old hiftoriani:, M tt. Paris, H- Hoveden, &c. 
jiud where the proper references may be foui,d to ihcm. 

6 The 
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J'^ Tho fame y«ar^ on oocaiion of tl>e d«Alh 
of the king's mother^ a writ was ifluod for 
the releafe of priibners throughout the king- 
doai4 

A.D. A writ that none accufed of manflaughter 

Mo6. be held to bail. 

A. a. At a parliament held in this year an aid 
t^i'Was granted to the kmg for the recovery of 
his dominions ag^nft the king of France ; 
and at the fame parliament, on complaint 
of the barons, &c. againft the clergy con- 
cerning Homefcaty the king granted his pro- 
hibitiooy or fuperfedeas, to the clergy, that 
they fliould do nothing therein *. 
V The prices of Gofhawkes were fettled by 

atithori^ of the juflices. 
U09. xhc king being at Briftol, prohibited the 
taking of birds throughout the kingdom, 

*»i3' The king iflfued a writ to tlie flicriffs and 

port bailiffs for colleSing ftiips, and alfo 

other letters to the fheriffs to fpmmon the 

people to appear armed at Dover. 

A.H. He executed a charter of refignation of the 

H* crown of England to pope Innocent \ which 

is extant in Spelman^ Cod, Vtt^ Leg.- Stat, 
^H- He afterwards grants to the archbifliop of 
^'* -Canterbury the patronage of the biChoprick 

* V. Petyt's « Ant. Rights ofthe Commooi,*' 134^ »rhereit '0 
U'Af We koov tl^2t divers parliaroents were in king John's time, 
t^ti^ the laws made in them be loft. JSoe alfo ^ Setden's Ticley 
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jofan.'of Rocheftef, "whichgratit h recited in SptU 
man above cited *, 

Alfo a grant to the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury of authority to deliver fromprifon all 
clerks therein coikfined, f6r wi»tever cau£» 
detained, 

»a«5- A cbartcrijiras affcr'gramed-to the clergf 
for free cteftions to the churches and mbnaf* 
teries throughout the kingdom t> 

At a council held at ^t. Alban's, at which 
were prefcnt GeofFrjr Fitzpeter, jufliciary of 
England, and the bifhop of Winchefter 
(whom the king had appointed Gnftodes 
Regni), the- ardiblfhop of Canterbury,* and 
tftt bilhops and^reat men of the kingdom, 
the laws of Edward the ConfeiTor were or- 
dered to be reftoredy extortions prohibited^, 
fcotale aboiifhed ;. and the charter before- 
roentioned of Henry I. being produced and 
recited, at a general meeting of the nobles at 
St.. Paul's Church in London, the barons 
thereupon took an oath tb reftorc and main- 
tain thcfe liberties, if * neceflary, witli their 
lives. This meafure brought about thc^ 
happy dawn of legal liberty; by the promul- 
gatfoaof Magna Carta, from which period 
the enabling of laws and the adminiftratioit 
of juftice thiiOUghout the kingdom, have been 

« Where it is (aid the original inftnimcnt was in the hands of 
the bifhop of Rochefter. 

f Qf this reign, there are alfo cxtdiit grants to the biOiops and 
clergy, to life the trial by' Ordeal, or Judicium ferri, - aquae >e« 
ignis. V. 4th Biackfi, Omu 344. (^th edit.). 9 R'f, 32. b. and S>«/. 

condhfted 
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condoded more confidently with ths fpirit of 
TOur conftitution, and have acquired that 
liability and .authority under which we now 
enjoy thcni. 

During this turbulent .reign no mention 

occurs of any writer on the fubjeft of our 
. law^, except the king himleify who^ befidcs 
'fcveral writings of «a difFerent kind, is faid to 

have written, 

I, Leges Reipu4)lic3e Anglicanae. 

Z. Statuta Regalia 

3, Leges Hybcrncnfium*. 

Certain judicial annals of tliis rcij»n, entitled 
J^iacita I adm 15. 'Jojh, are extant among Sir 
At. Haleli AiiS, n, 39^ in Liucolu's Inn Li- 
Jfrarjfm 



It is propofed in the enfuing, pages to take 

<a prog'-effive view qf the ftcps by which, nt 

, this critical sera, the imporunt aekhowledg- 

ment from, thp crpwn of the liberties of the 

fubjeft was ficft acquired, and by what further 

meafures it was afterwards.fiually eftablilhed as 

•the corner ilone of the fabric of our legal con-^ 

ititution. It .is then intended to refunie the 

detail of our enafted laws in the order already 

.obferved, 

.'* Tamer BlhLBtii. 437 'xS^le III. 75» P'^s. 2^9. 

f Of which fee Hau's ih/K C L. 145. Others jre alfo extan'^ 
tojjjther with «)llcftioiis of (ybfeqlient i:«3i\s. Hall. >t<s. h, 7r6|. 
M^S. Doafworth Catj MSS. AnS- V.- 1 a. .501^. ib. \\l w n. j 91s. 
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III. MAGNA CARTA: Of the originals 

and autlitntic copies of it ♦. 



The events that immediately preceded the 
* granting of Magna Carta, are fomewhat va- 
rionfly related by tlie old hiftorians ; but the 
fubftaiice of thofe accounts is, by Mr. jMice 
Blackftonc, abftradled with that elegance and 
perfpicuity which fo eminently diftinguilh 
his pen, in the IntroduiSion prefixed to his 
edition of" Magna Carta. The follow- 
ing accotmt of the original grant and enu* 
meration of the feveral renewals of Magna 
Carta, will be found of ufe to the lludent 
in his perufal of the ancient law writers, and 
occafional reference to the old hiftorians, 
who, in meivtioning this venerable record of 
•our liberties, are frequently Jed into great mif- 

• takes, and apparent contradiftions of each 
other, through the obfcurity which, in more 
remote times, involved the fubjeft of the 

* alterations and amendments that had pro- 
•greffively takeri place in the feveral re-enac- 
tions of this important declaration of our le- 
galrights. This interefting part of our hif-* 
tory is greatly illuft rated in the above elegant 
work, from whence the following particulars 
are principally extracted. 

* The more jintieht printed editions of MagnaX^aitfi ma/be feen 

At 
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I*a- At a meeting of the king «nd the barons, 
A. D.which took place at Runemede near Wind-» 
"'5* for, June 15, and which held till June 19, 
^\t' '*' S» certain preliminary articles were agreed 

upon to be reduced into the form of a charter* 

wbic;h are accordingly entitled, 

Articuli Magne Carte Libertate. 

The original inftrument itfelf is ftill ex- 
4 ant in a very legible and perfeft ftate, the 
king's feal little injured, and was lately in the 
f oflcffion of David Mitchell, Efq. executor 
of Sir Thomas Burnet, to whom it had 
devolved firom his father, Bilhop Burnet *, 
having formerly been in the poffeffion of 
:archbilhop Laud (fee Burnet's Hift. Owa 
times, p. 32), which, with feveral other par- 
ticulars relating to it, may be ken in 
Blackftone's *' IntToduftion to the Charters," 
among which there is a copy taken from the 
above-mentioned original, with engraved re- 
^refentations of the king's feat thereto affixed. 
A copy of them is alfo preferved in an an- 
^tient book belonging to the aithbifliop's 
library at Lambetl^, from whence Sir //. 
Spdman tranfcribed them in his Codex Leg, Vet. 
Sm, publiflied by U^ilkins in LL Anglo-Saxoru 

♦ It is obfenraUe, that the firft publication of thefe articles was 
occafioaed by a particular claufe in them, being quoted by bifhop 
Burnet in his £amous Paltoral Letter, which was burnt by oixler of 
the Houfe of Commons, and the exigence of that claufe being 
^ubted by fome of his antagonifts, the whole was thereupon 
prifittd (though fomewhat incorredUy, as it is ohferved by Black* 
^e) in a tmcl entitled RefiedlioKs upon the finicm •/ Jtmt mdem di" 
«»« concernhjl^ be aaturs ofgovrnment in general, and that of England 
it particular y 4to. 1689, which tra€l was afterwards reprinted in 
^t^te Tra^s private h printed in tbt tiwie efhngJf^tJJiam, vol. 1. p. 446- 
The capitula or articles above-mentioned are alfo printed with a 
tranjQation in a latebook entitled Hifioryand de/enct of Magna Ghana, 
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John. This date appears to be the time of the frrft 
A.D.complete execution of Magna Carta. Two, 
^**R ^^ "°^ three, originals (of which it is faid an- 
* *ticntljr, one was depoiited in cveiy county 
^nne ot diocefe), of this lame date are ftill extant. 
'5- The two are in the Britifh Mufeum, having 
been removed thither with the reft of Sir 
iRobert Cotton's invaluable cblleftion ; to 
.oneof thefe the fc^l is.iliU appendant, though 
fomewhat defaced, the parchment -alfo -being 
^greatly {hriyelied up, aad ^le words con- 
^ trailed, occafioned by the unfortgtiate fire 
;at Cotton hoqfe before their removal ; from 
which accident ..it being apprehended that 
^fome parte of it would not continue much 
Jongpr legible, Mr. Onflow (then Speaker of 
jtbe Houfe of Commons, and at the head of 
'.the Committee appointed to examine into the 
damage done on ^that occafion) dire£ked an 
ex^£t copy to be taken% fupplying thq defe£U 
from the other original by red letters, which 
was ordered to remain in the library udfer-^ 
petuawrei memoriam* 

The otlier Cottoni^n original, of whklh the 
feal has been a long tipie loft (but which is fup- 

- pofed formerly to have liad thcfeals of feveral 
of the barons affixed tp.ijt), is much fairer 

"than tliat above iiaentioned, from which Mr. 

Pine's epgraved copy of Magna Carta was 

4taken, having been executed under the di- 

- reftion of the Society of Antiquaries, and em» 
bclHlhed with a border confifting of the names, 
and. arms of the twenty-five barons who 
were elefted in purfuance of the charter to be 

-the guardians of the Jibcrtics of their coujv 



^ns 
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tty. From thcfe originals^ and Mri Pmc*# 
copy, and an aiieicnt copy pre&rved in the Red 
book of the bixcbequer, compared alfo with 
the articles before- mentioned, Sir William 
Blackftone has publifhed a corre£l copy, diC- 
tinguilhing tlie variations between them, 
with a copy of the convention (extant in the 
Tovver) by which the cuftady of the. city 
and tower of London was delivered to the 
barons, as fecmity for the performance of 
Magna Carjta.^ 

Tliethird original of king John's charter 
vras coHated by Mr. Tyrrel, with Matthew 
Paris*s copy, about the beginning of this 
century, being then among the archives of 
ihe dean and chapter of *Salifbtiry, but, upon 
diligent fcarch mndic in 1759, could not be 
founds and is faid to have been miffing, 
thirty years prior to that time,. 

' Sit Matthew Hale mentions another ori- 
grnal of king Johny under feal, which was 
fcnt to the abboy of' Tewkefbury. Hift. of 
Comi Law, 8;^* 

A French copy of ' king John's charter is 
'tlWo extanramong the records in France, ta 
Which is' annexed the king's writ to the 
fhenfF-bf Hampfliire, dated Odiham, 27th 
June, an. rcg. 1 7, direfting obedience there- 
'toV It' is p^dbKlhed by Dachery in his Spia^ 
kgium -f. \ 

*'SBealfoWrighjtVTen«res, 84, 85. 

jf" Printed alfo in RtJUffitnt on the O/tJnivu offdme mtitfn Dl 
•»«»• 4tio. aod in Bi/iorydn4J>^t p/M^gnt Carta, 8vo. 

3 Magna. 
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ytov. Magna Carta, * - 

i2i6. ^' ^* fomcwhat furprizing in the opi- 

^^i^nion of Sir W. Blackftone, that none of 
I. our hiftorians, antiquaries, or lawyers, have 

^<«- taken any notice that he had met with of this 
^"'.charter, except Mr. Tyrrcl and Mr. Prynne, 
to whoiti it feetns to liavc been very imper- 
fcftly known ; but its exigence is beyond a 
doubt, being not only mentioned in a public 
record of the fame year, but ihe original it- 
felf is fortunately prcferved in the cathedral 
of Durham, being fcalcd, as itfeif teftifies,- 
with the feals of Gualo tlie legate, and -Wil- 
liam, earl of Pembroke, king John's great 
feal having been loft in paffing the wa(hes of 
Lincolnlhire, and no new feal having been 
made for king Henry till two years after.^ 
The labels only of the feals remain*. 

Sir William £iackftone has given a very 
particular defcription of thi< charter, with an 
account of its variations from that of king 
John, which are very confiderable and irh- 
portant, and firft made public a copy of it 
in his Magna Carta, &c. 
A.D. It appears from an ancient chronicle or 
"^^'regifter, entitled **, Liber dc Antiquis legi- 
bus," fol, 38, b. preferved at the Town- 

* A duplicaie of this charter (i Hen. Ill) was tranfiinkted to 
Ireland under the feals of the legate and protetftor, with fome few 
R)cal alterations. The original of this Irifti charter is adt now, 
perhaps, extant ; but there is an antient entry of it in tlie Red book 
ef the Exchequer at Dublin, which Mr. Tyrrel appears to hsrve 
'been in ibme degree acquainted with. This alio was firft giveo to 
the public in the abovementtoned curious work, lyithaa account oi- 
ks vaidatipos from the chatter heforementioned. 

ClerkV 
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Clerk's office, London ; that in the fpccecd- 
ing year a new charter of liberties, with fe- 
vcral remarkable additions and improvements, 
was granted and fealed by the legate, and 
William Marefchall the elder; and that at 
this period was alfo firft granted the charter 
of the forefts. Thefe particulars feem alfo 
unnoticed by all our hiftorians, except im- 
perfeaiy by Tyrrel (Bibl. Pol\t. fol. 348) *. 
They are, however, inconteftably confirmed 
by the original charter itfelf, to which there 
ftill remain, affixed by parchment labels, the 
feals of Gualo the legate, and William Ma- 
refchal, earl of Pembroke f. This invalu- 
able piece of antiquity is depofited in the 
Bodleian library at Oxford, having been be* 
queathed, among others, to the Univcrfity 
of Oxford, by the Rev. Richard Fiiriicy, 
late archdeacon of Surry. 1'here is alfo aa 
authentic entry of this charter written by a 
contemporary hand in the very anticnt book 
above-mentioned. An account of the varia- 
tions from the former charter is given by 
Sir William Blackftone , as alfo the various 
readings that appeared on collating it with 
the aforefaid original, which are properly 
difiinguifhed at the foot of the page in Magna 
CartOp with a defcription of the feals in 

* See alfo "Petyt's Ant. Right of the Commons," Append. 135., 

f This memorable nobleman died A. D. 1219, and was interred 
in the Temple church, where a monument of him ftill remain?, 
^ing reprefented by tlie figure of one of the knights templar?^; 
5»wnin ilone, lying crofs legged. " Nev/covnt's Repcrtor.*' vol 
1. 546, quotes * Stowe's Survey, 441. An Epitaph en him writtcr 
by Gervafius de Melkeleya, who is faid to have been an eminent 
poet, mathematician, and philofopherof ihisreigni is extan( in Tan* 
acrfiiblBcic. 314. 

G their 
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their aftual Hate. There are alfo noticed, as 
above, fcveral antient MS. copies of this 
charter extant in various public libraricsi 

About the fame time, as is before-men- 
tioned, the CarM de Forejia was firft grant- 
ed, notwithftanding .the authority of fomc 
. writers, who attribute the original of it to 
king John. It is ahnoft conftantly fub- 
joined to the copies of the great charter 
from this period ; but the original charter of 
the foreft, and all / authentic records of it, 
are at prefent loft, notwithftanding which, 
fufficient evidence appears on the records of 
2 Hen. 1l. for afcettaining its original at this 
period*. 

9ITC11. A renewal, of thefe charters was agreed 
^^^' to by the king in pailiaraent this year, of 

J ' 'which Blackftone has given an^ exaft copy 
from an original in the pofleffion of John 
Talbot, Efq. of Lacock. in Wiltfhire, to 
which the feal is ftil! affixed, though fome- 
what defaced, but it is the only fair and per- 
fea original of the date known to be extant t» 

. ^ -except one in tlie catliedral of Durham, 
which has been alfo in fome degree defaced 
and abliteriitcd by the unfortunate accident 
of overturning a bottle of ink upon it: to 

♦. It fnrt!ier feems, that Magna Carta was about this time coa- 
firmed by Parliament, and obtained the title of " Statute of Magna 
Carta,** P. 5 Hen. III. ** Fitz Morilaunc,'* pi. 53, and " PetyC's 
Kights of .the Commons, 135. Biit fee Hale's note on Co. Lit. 
43b. 

f A fair original of this charter, under fe:d, is mentioned by Tyr- 
rel in «* BibL Polit. 349, in the pofleffion of Sir Nathaniel PoweJ, 
•if th« Inner Temple, which it is fuppofed belonge<t to Battel Abbty> 
\yA it is not now knuwn in whofe poiTeiUun it r«ii|aii>s. 

this 
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this laft, however^ the great fcal, which is 
of green wax, ftill remains, and is entirely 
pcrfe^, and of which a representation is en- 
graved and ai&xed to thp printed copy in 
iilackftone, at the foot of which are alfo 
fiotcd the feveral alterations' made in the 
great .charter at this time*, and the varia- 
tions that appear on collating the originals 
with the moft authentic copies that are ex- 
•tant of thera ; being an antient entry in the 
Red book of the Exchequer, an infpeximus 
of a8 Edw. L which remains under feal in. 
.the archives of Oriel College, Oxon. as alfo 
Another in the collegiate church of Weftrain- 
ftcr, of whicli the fcal is loil, and two in- 
xoilments of it in the Tower of Loudon. 



Carta de Forbsta. 

^ Hen. An original of this date, being the only 
^^' one known to be extant, to which alfo the 
feal of green wax is ftiJl extant, and in a per- 
feft ftate, is in the cathedral of Durliam, 
but is unfortunately greatly mutilated by the 
•grtawing of rats. It is publilhed by Black- 
ftone, the defefts being diftinguifhed and 
fupplied from an authentic and contemporary 
entry in the ledger book of the chapter, col- 
lated with a coniplete infpeximus of 28 Edw. 
i. prefcrved in the fame archives, and ano- 
ther of tlie fame date belonging ^to Oriel cot*^ 

* Tt is ob(erveil, that there is a material omiffion in Magn^ 
Cria, as it now ftanUs in our ftatute books of 9 Hen. Ill, com- 
pared wilh the originals of that dale. Reevti*s H'lji. vol. I. 73. 

G Z lege 
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lege, both under tiie great feai ; as alfo wltli 
two inrallments of it in the Tower. The va- 
rious readings of each being properly Qoticecl 
at tlie foot of the page. 
AD. King Henry havings it is faid, on his 
1*36. comhig of age, revoked the charters of the 
i^ foreft, the parliament demanded a confirm a- 

rien. , /• t i • 1 1 1 ♦ 

III. tion of the two charters, which the king com- 
plied with in the grant of Carta Co^firma^ 
tionU^ of which an original, under feal, is 
extant in the Bodleian librar3% among Mr. 
Furney's colleftion, perfeftly fair and com- 
plete, fi^om \y hence Biackftorte's edition is 
taken, with the reprefentation of*lhe feal. 
7 here is alfo an enrollment of it in the char- 
• ter roll, and a very ant ient Copy of it* in the 
Co'tm library (Galba E. 4. 57), and it is 
iikewife inferted by Hemingford, in his 
Chronicle, p. 570, fubjoined to an infpexi- 
mu5 of the gr^at charter* / 

A. p. The clergy having, complained qf the in- 
i».Sl' fraftion of the great charter — the charters 
3^ were republilhed, and the fentence of excom ^ 
jj£* munication which had been more privately 
denounced, A. D. 1224, and 1237, was 
ggaia renewed with great magnificence and 
. folemnity in Weftminfter Hall, the king, 
who joined in the ceremony, and his nobles, 
attending in perfon. The copy from v/hich 
Blackftone has printed the ^ententla ExcGmmu- 
nicationis lata in tranfgrejforei Cmtarufn^ is a 
coeval entry in the Red book of the Ex- 
chequer at Weftminfter ; but there are many 
copies of it extant in our old hiftorians, and 
in moft of the aiitient manufcript colleftions 

of 
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of our ilatiites, no two of whicbt in all points^ 
arefaid to agree. To this fentencc, however, 
the king and his nobles, by a proteft made 
fome exceptions to particulars in il not con* 
tained in the charters ; notwithftanding which 
the whole of it was confirmed by a bull from 
the Pope, and adopted by archbilhop Peckham, 
as a part of the Englilh canon law* 

A.D. A farther confirmation of the charters oc* 
1264. (^urs after feveral intermediate writs and pro- 
^ clamations to the fame purpofc, at this time 
in! when the king, to procure the prince's li- 
berty, fet his fcal to another Chartir of Con* 
firmaticn^ with the infertion of a remarkable 
clanfe : This charter is printed fron) the ori- 
ginal record in Blackftone's Magna Carta, 
with the reptefcntation of the new feal, which 
the king had adopted. There is an ancient 
manufcript copy of this charter, and of ano- 
ther of fimilar contents, fealed by prince Ed- 
ward on his being fet at liberty, together 
with an infpeximus and confirmation of the 
great charter, in the Cotton library (Claud, 
D. 2, fol. 157, &c.). A copy alfo of this 
laft infpeximus and confirmation, compriz* 
ing both charters, is in the Harleian library 
(N^4«9.) 

There occurs nothing further remarkable 
relating to the charters during this reign, ex- 
cept the general provifion for their obfervance 
in the 5th chap, of the ftat. of Marlebridge, 
which is alfo printed by Blackftonc from a 
MS, in the Cotton library. (Clavid, D. 2,) 

At 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^^ GENERA! ACCOUNT OF 

A.D. At this time now jcaloufits having arifet 

•i^97-on the ,1'ubjeft of the charters, the 'ftatutt 

Edw. ^f^^^ly called Cortfirmatlo Cartarum^ was paffe< 

.1.' in parliament in the form of a charter by th> 

prince (being regent of tiie kingdom), if 

the name of his fether, which is entered pr 

►record at the Tower; and, a few days after 

both charters were recited and conHrnied bj 

Infpfximus^ tefted in the name of prince Exl- 

»ward ; tlie various readings of which are alfc 

given in the courfe of the work beforemen- 

tioned. The Cenfirmatlo Carta'^u/n having been 

tranfniitted to the king, tlienin Flanders, liis 

;f jai was affixed thereto, which original inftru* 

uient is ftill extant; but without feal, among 

the Cotton charters in the Britifli Mufeum, 

and I onfiderably damaged by lire in 1731 ; but 

bfcing iliU legible, Sir William Blackftoue took 

his copy from this moil authentic original. 

A.D. Notvvitliftanding the fecurity thus given, 

-ti9S. it was thought neceflary, that the king-mould 

EJw. '^ow» o**^ his. return to England, again con- 

. I. firm thefe Charters, which was accordingly 

done with a iaving of the rights of his crown ; 

but, finding the people ftill unfatisfied, he is 

faid to Iwve confirmed them abfolutely, and 

without reftriftion, in another parliament 

holden within the fame year of his reign. 

. A.D. At another parliament held this year the 

-1299. charters were again confirmed by. the fta- 

g^^^y tute called Afticuli fuper Cartas^ by which 

1. many additional hberties were granted, which 

bear little or no relation to thofe granted by 

the two charters ; the firft part only of that 

ftatute is, therefore, printed by Blackftonc 

from 
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A.D.from the ftatute roll in the Tower, and In 
!;po. confequence of the regulations therein made. 
^^, charters of infpeximus were iflued, feveral 
i. of which ft ill remain at Durham^- Well- 
minfter, and Oriel college', and alfo on re- 
cord at the Tower, which have occafionallyi 
been confultcd and collated by Blackftone, 

KB, The regulations eftablifhed by the Confirm 
^•matio Cartarurn (a principal purpoj'e of which. 
^ was to fix the boundaries of the forefts); be- 
L ing carried into efFeft. the king, by his let- 
ters patent confirmed the two charters in a full 
and.ample manner; an original of this char- 
ter, with the great feal of white wax append- 
ant thereto,. is extant in the Bodleian li'^rary^ 
among Mr. Furns>'*s charts, from whence it 
Ts exaftly printed at tlie end of JBlackftone's 
Magna Carta, with an accurate reprefcnra- 
tion of the device of the feal, and of tile 
counter fcaU Ther^ is another of thefc char- 
ters in the archives of C'hrift -church, Oxford,. 
and Mr. Prynne mentions four that he had 
found in the Tower of London, This 
feems to have been the final and complete 
eftabliihment of the two charters of liberties 
and of the foreft/whrch from their firft con- 
ceflion under king John, A. D. 1215, had 
been often endangered, and undergone very 
many mutations for the fpace of near a cen- 
tury, but were now fixed upon an eternal 
bafis, having in all, before and fihce this 
time (as Sir Edward Coke obferves, 2 L^Jh 
Proem) ^ been eftablifhed, confirmed, and 
commanded to- be put in execution by two 
and thirty feveral afts of parliament. 

7 rv. LAWS 
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IV, LAWS and LAW-WRITERS from 
HENRY III. to EDW. III. A. D. j2i6. 
to A.D. 1377. 

A.D. 13 E S I D E S the fcveral confirmations 
J216. jy and republications of Magna Carta 
which arc before noticed, the laws and mea- 
fures adopted by the enabling power for the 
general regulation and adminiftration of the 
kingdom, appear from this period to have 
been . preferved in rather a more authentic 
manner than in the former reigns. Such 
evidences of them as have reached our times 
are, for the moft part, included in the fevcral 
colleftions of the ftatutes, and are generally 
comprehended under that title, though it ap- 
pears that many of them fo defcribed are not 
entitled to that diftinftion in the drift im- 
port of the term. They have, however, by 
long prefcription, held a place in the collec- 
tion of the afts of our legiflature; and are 
accordingly hereafter enumerated, together 
with fuch other remains of our enafted laws 
of the fame period, as on the authority of 
writers eminent in this branch of learning, 
appear to be equally entitled to rank in our 
legiflative code. 

It is, however, probable, that a confiderable 
part of the evidences of our legal hiftory 
of this period have perilhed, and that many 
branches of our law, of which the origin 
cannot now be traced, had their foundation 
in fome ftatute of thefe earlier reigns ; this 
conjefture is fupported by the authority of 
Glanvil and Brafton,^ who, it is obferved, 

by 
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Hfiu. by a late aotbor, who has very much iSuf- 
" trated this part of our law, make frequent 
mention of the introdu£tion of laws ehafle^d 
in. the council of the realm, of vvliich',no 
other evidence now remains, Rcevet^s Hiji. 
ofEng.Lawy voL I. 15M52, 182, 215, 216, 
440. It is further confirmed By a late publica- 
tion of a copy of the aft of 3 Edw. I', rtdepc/i^ 

A.R. Trial by ord^l aboliihed, it is faid, by aft 
3 of parliament*, but, as it fecms, more pro- 
bable by the king in council t ; ^o which pur- ' 
pofe the king's writto the jufticcs itinerant' 
is extanr in' fFtlkinr. Cod. Fit: Leg, jSir 

'4 Statute of Ireland !• 

^7 Statutum; fqu potius-Ordinatib de mutJin- 
*da pecunia non per tallia fed per cyro- 
graphum, cujus pes rejpfoni deberet inarda, . 
edita.4 Ap. in Craft. Pafch. apud Cantuar§. 

^° Statutes of Mcrton; containing eleven^ 
chapters. 

An edift of this date is regiftered among 
the records at Boprdeaux, by which the king . 
abrogated a cruel cuftom, entitled /)< 02/. ^:r 
Bris^ in cafes of (hipwreck, which edift ex- 
tended to England as well as to the king'*- 
tranfmauine dominions of Guienne, &c, it 
is recited in Sia Laws^^to. 155^ 

^^ Statute of the Leap Year. 

^'CvauPt Di^. By Manhy, In verb. Ordeal; 
. t 4.5/jfit. Cow. 435* 

{ The statutes, ordinances/ &©^ hereafter ibUowing ara extant/ 
iA the later editions ofthe-ilatiites, except thofe inilances otherwife 
raeatioucd, to which references are added, poianng out the au* 
I'writies on whidi they are here noticed** 
• iOatat, Harl. MSS. K? 339. i©.. " • ' 

H ^ Charter 
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««>' Charter grunted to A& Inhabitants * 
j^ ^ Romaey Marfli. 

36 Ordinance of Hpm de Batlife, for eftablifh- 
4* ing laws for the government of R6niney> 
Marfh*. ;• ■ 

Th« two articles above^^ientioi>p4 have 

bt^iy ieveral tiri>e?j print4^4 with p|th.eV« of a 

jatcr date, under the tijile "Charter of Rom- 

• • ri6y Marfh, &c." V. BM. Leg. Jn^. P, uth. 

Customs, 

-Charter (fc terjii*4) informing the late pro- 
43 vifions of Oxon t* ^^^ ^(4f*4i'ffm» III« 
OT. 15, «. 40. 

49; . Charter of P^rdop after the battle oif Lewes . 
R^oi. Cart. 49. Ifen, III. w. J 4. 

JO ...The laws of Oleron were rfitified ii}d re- 
. pubH/hed ijn4er the feil of the^ Ifle of Qleron, 
as feme printed copies atteft. Pxyniie on 
4thlhlK,io8. • •• 

5r Statute of Brea4 and Ale^- 

Statute 

'^ Tt isobfervctl by Lord Coke, 4 Inft. ctfz, fol. 276, ttat from 
thefe excellent law^ the whole ^ingdom rec0i^2ss li^ht aiad direc- 
tion, ^ beipg. tliQ grpunjl pf AJl the la\yrs concermng Xewers 
tlu'oughput Enj^lajid j ai^d they are .accordingly recognized by fe- 
vWal labfequent a6ts of parliament, 6 H. VK e. 5-^23- H. VIll. 
c. 5*— I? Cai*. IL9. 2* 

It is obfervable, tliat ia< tljie Life of I^en, de Bathe, in Bip^* 
Erican. no mentipn is made of this celebrated ordinance. - 

f This is extant la thj^. ol4 EngUQi of tjiis tjme, with a modern 
Englilh tranflation in Somner's t>i6l. verB Uftnan ; it is thence 
printed in *< Tyrrel's Hift. of Eng, voL IL Append. 25." A writ 
Ui the £Broe.piirpofe> 49 Hen. UX. is alfe e^ant ^ abqvA. . 
' J This is alio ex^tant in Tyrrel above quoted, 54. 

§ This is faiWto be an inj^^xmm of certain ordinances of the af- 
"zt of bread and iv'e, ani of tiie making of money and meafure^ 

^ ' ma*© 
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^rii Sbtua coticeffimg cdmmoti dkp iii bant. 

Statute tonccrnitig eanamon dajr^ ih a writ 
of dower. 

Stktate df diftfeflts in the Exchequer. 

Statute of the fixchequer. . . 

•Statute of the pillory and tumbrel. • 
feR« Award fnadfc between the king Hhd hU 
5- commons at Kennelwordu 

StAtufes at Marfcb^rge or Maflbbiotigh, 
containing twenty-ni4e clia^ftters*. 

34 Statute concerning the Jews f* 

There }j Kttle eictant in any regular ftries 
of th6 judidal dscifions J of this iong and 
wfifeftfed itign There ar^, however, rftany 
•dctetiiiinations^ ettant: in BraSon, and riiany 
others arli itbridged by Fhiherbcrrt, from au- 
thorities which are now probably loft. Se- 
vfcrrjd. other coHeftions remain in &^t public 
libraries-, -amolig Which aire the fdilowing ; 

Wadta apud Weftm. y k 8 Hen. 111. 
■ in Com.- Ebor. & aliis c6mit. from Mr. Sel- 
den*s CoUeftions. 



msde in tl» fcln^fe ef the prd^€b\tiits of this Iting. I?<^rr e/* CV.»*?i. of 
ilC. oa weights and nfeafuresy. in /?*/. H. C. vol. II. 414. 

* It isobferv^ed by Mr. Serjeai* Hawkins^ that 3 paft.i)f Ihefe 
^atutes had been before euat^cd in an. 44 Hen. III. ,iiarvvk.ini.'s 
itahnes, vol. VI. 6&i. 

f A ftatntfe on'tliis fubje^ is-qttoted by Dr. Tovey Tn An:^lia 
Judalca ; but the authority cf it, as an a<5l of Parliament, is ftronp^ly 
cuD^Otlifted liy tHe .author of Si^i/Pian Abhifher ttJe^Oy k^c.he\a- 
f^lt 0/ purebafing hnds^ &c, 410. 1 753, in which tile fappofed 
''taiute is printed-at lengths ^ . . • .. . ; - 

I Of which fee iWs Hip. Com, law^S* VU. . , 

• • ,. ..;^ H 2 Placita 
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;^, GEN E:IL A^ A O C X^W T /iO^i 

:Hcti. ' Placita apiid Kingfton, coram Rege -1-8 
•^* ,Hen. III. D.epuero circvuncifo apud Nor— 
wjcum*. 

.,Placita temp> Hen. III. apud Weftmo- 
naft. Dc tcrris in Comitatu Cumbriae & 
.alibi t« 

i ' The Law ♦Writers and T^eatifais of this- 
reign are, 

Henrici de BraC'TON^ .di'legibus et ton- 
Juetudinibus Anglia J. 

The author was a jufticc itinerant 29 Hen* 
III. and is faid by Lord Coke, in Pref. to 
♦9 Rep. to have been a judge of the Comonon 
Pleas i aiid, by Leland, to have been Chief 
Juftice of England ; but thefe latter circ«m- 
ftanccs do not appear :to be founded .on ^ny 
authority noW extant. 

The work is reputed the ornament of/ die 
reign of Hen. III. and exhibits a very Gon> 
preiienfive fyftena of tlie law as it flood at 
^^liat time, and is .efleemed a vcj^ accurate 
and methodical treatife. 

It appears to have been printed under 
-great disadvantages on account of the dllB- 
culty of procuring a correft copy, the me- 
thodical arrangement and difti^bution of the 
fubjeft, as compofed by the author, being 
befides not properly attended to ; tills defeft is 

* The above are extant, MSS. Dedefiomh, cCst, fUSS. A<^. 
Vol. 1. n. 5093. 

f lb. vol. II. n. 609. See alfo HarU MSS, n. 4286. 

% V. BIbl. Ang. Leg. P.-I.///, Common Law; 

fomewhat 
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s»' fef&ewbat -ofaviafed by an analytical ibftraft 

^' of the feveral ilivifions of the chapters in Mr, 

Rtivti^i Hiji. Bng. Xauf^ voL ll. .869 which 

.alio contains a^digeft of the ^contents of this 

venerable code of the antient law of this 

:kingdom. 

It is Tcroarfcod -by^he author of the title 
dSraiian in BifigraphiaBritanmca, that great 
'pains were taken in reprinting this work, 
4to. 1640, by collating various MSS. to 
make the text as perfeA as might be; of 
which an account is' given in die preface 
•figned T. N. with a table of the various 
•readings ; but it is obfervable, that the fame 
pre^Kse and table, were originally prefixed to 
the folio edition in 1569. On *the other 
hand it appears, that notwithftanding feveral 
-errors had been pointed out by Selden in hi« 
Titles of Honour, 1614, they fland equally 
mncorreftcd in the edit. 1640. We are in- 
formed, as above, that one of the moft au- 
theiitic MS. of Brafton was burnt in thefire 
-at Cotton Houfe, 1731. A very fair and 
antient MS. of Braiton, which is fup- 
pofed to be m<are correft than the printed 
•copies, is extant in the library of Lincoln's 
Inn, N^ 136, thus indorfedi ** Brafton faire 
** vn-ittenin parchemerit, ex dono Ranulphi 
*^ Cholmeley, Serjeantis ad legem et recotda- 
•** tor civitat. London." ,R. Cholmely wag 
.recorder of London, 1553* and ferjeant at 
Jaw ii Eli^ 1558^* 
tGRAND Coutumier of Normandy* 

Of this work lord Hale obferves, H^i. cf 
•" 'ComtMtt JLaWy ch. 6« This book ^oes not 

•only 
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'TpHEfcigftoftkis king, who Kas frpmthe* 
writers on our law obtained tha title of 
the £)iigii9i J«i|ini9n, is edobmted as the 
jBKi ojf gf/^t pftrfoaipii i^< ovir J^ws, .pn 
which {}jib}c(i Sir Mat thifw Hale^&^jpo^^ tliat 
. iQore wajidone in this r^ign, a;>d particularly^ 
' ill the firft thirteen years of it, to fettle and 
eftablifli the d4ftribative juftice of tSie king-^ 
.4om* ihiiniil. ^ the ^ees imc9 th«|: time put 
together. An e^i^m^raition of the principal- 
. improvements of the l,aw in favour of die 
-^ ftrWeft, for which we arc indebted ,tollie 

* wildom of the government under this reign,, 
is to be found very perfpfcuoufl^r treated in* 
Blstkjton/s pomm. vol.* IV. c 33. 

A.D. Ordinances made at Haftings by the king, 

«7». ^t fis Jiiga9rh<^om^xnmgQ()\\Xt^% ipade witb^ 

^•^.»inthejurifdifltiofiof the admiralty, wid for rer 

^ galatingx)ther maritime concerns^ are recofded'; 

ijx the Bhuk Bvok o/fbe Admiralty^ p. 29 *, . 

J^ : Statute of Weftminftcr, I. containing fifty^ 
' one chapters^. . 

Staiuidim di Navor CuJiifma-< Lanarum^ PiU 
liumt ^^ CoriMm f. 

Statute 

* E*tra6ts frdnqi' thcfe ordinances aro t^Xmi in Yrynna on ^ 
^int. 108. ' ' 

, t This ftatute, wliich is XqH fsoTf^ attv)n5.the rccprds, hasbpen 
jj^fubjeft of great difpute ahiohg the learned, feme of whpm 
«*je contertcled, ttaet the cwftotas or dutie? tflicreby eioa^tet^ \v3ere. 
faktoby virtue of the king's prerogative, exclufive of any fti«««^ 

u for 
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Ww. Statute for the extent of a manor. 
A . R» Statute touching' the office of coroners', 
4 Statute of bigamy, containing fix chapters**. 
Statute ' called Rageman» of juftices af- 
fignedf. 

Staluta de Wlganifiifagi de Kgnt %. 

* Statutes of Glouccfter, containing fifteen 
chapters. 

Expofition of the ftatute of Gloucefter |I . 

Statute of Quo Warranto the firft. , 

^ Statute forbidding bearing of armour. 

Statute of Mortmain; 

^ Gorrcftionof the twelftli chapter of the 
ftatute of Gloucefter, touching calling fo- 
reigns to warranty in London. 

Statutes maitd by the king and his council 
in tlxc county of WeftmoreJand §. 

for that purpofc ; they accordingly appear by the judges in queen 
Elizabeth's (ime to have bten confulcfred jis of common law or?- 
\gifiaL Vyr 165, ^.-^-The contrary was, however, contended 
for by lord Coke, 2 Inft, 58, 59, .and- lord Vaughan. Vaugh. 
Rep. 161. whofe opinions on thJ»t fubjedt are now fUUy eftabliftieil 
«t>y the late publication of a tra^ of It^rd Halt uponthe cufton;^ in 
which this a^ is recited, as copied from the feverjal i^cords of this 
date in the Exchequer. V. Hargrave't La^TraSt, 146. 

* ^: Said to«b^ no a£t of parliament, by Juftioe Shard.* 30 AfT. 5. 

+ Printed in Vet. Magna Carta, .&c. andili Cs^'s edit.^of Stat. 

' J J Thitfe, among other antient ftatutes, are extant in MS. in A(h- 
mole's Mufeum in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, thus defcrifoed,' 
Staiuta de IV^iganifuJaz* de Kent, &€- cum expojv. vocubulor. nuti^*-* 
*i6. par'tim Lau partim Gallice, 1276. Cit.' MSS. Aug. vol. ^I< 
n. 7867. 

II This is no ilatute. MAyn* Fdw. 11. ifrj.- 

§ Printed in Appen«U Co RyJ^ P/«i. ?wL 443. foam T^o'. CUuJ* 
'9£dw*i. 

z New 
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New ftatute of tb 
ftatutc of Rutland*. 



^''r n ^^^ ftat'Jte of the Exchequer, called the 



A.R. 

lo Statute of AGton Burnel; 



\l Statute of Wales. 

'3 Statute of Wcftminfter It. containing fifty 
chapters. 

Statute of Winchefter, containing fix chap- 
ters. 

Statute of merchants. 

Statute of Circumfpetle agatis +'. . 

Statute for^the city of London. . 

Form of grants, and of exemplification of- 
charters. 

H Statute of Exeter.. 

Articles of the Statute of Exeter. ♦ 

J ^ De Superior itate Maris, et de Jure Cffficio Ad* 
miralitatis % 

*7 (Jrdinatio proJliitH ffihern/a. 
'^ Statute of Weftminfter III. viz. ^ia- 
Emptor es, containing three chapters. 

Statute upon the writ of ^o IVarranio. • 
New Statute of Quo Warranto. 
. The manner of levying' fines. 
*• Statute- of voucherg. ~ 

* This is no ftatutef.but a wrk only. V. Prynmeon 4rli lhft<; 

t This is declared to be noilatwte, 19 Edw.UI. Ft!x.J**t>y, 28. 
out it is recognifed as fuch by i & 2 Edw. VI. t. J3. See Ccfuis's 
Apology, &c. 4to. 157. 

+ A memorable record recircd in Selden, Mare CJaufum, 1. ir. 
^ »9> ^4; 28.-V— '-f IiiiU i4.i. And fee Prynne on4th lull. jo^. - 

I Statute 
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Ww« . Stattitcofwafte*. 

Statute -De defenjionejurii. 
Statute of money. 
Little ftatute of money. 
-A-. R, Articles of money. 
*i Statute of perfons to be put in afGzes.. 
Statute of trefpaflers in parks- 
Staiutum de ConfuetudinihHS Kancla f. 
24 Statute upon the writ of confultation. 

»7 Statute of fines levied, containing four 

chapters . 

Ordinance for purchafing liberties. 

• Statutum de Falfa Moneta J. This is men* 
tioned in a contemporary record, by the title 
of " Ordinacio fafta per ipfum regum et 
Gonfilium fuum in parliaraento tento apud 
Stebnnhetii, De At gent extra regnum noti por- 
tando et mofuta extranea infra regnum de par-^ 
tibus tranf marinas nan carianda §." 

Statutum faftum apud Sanftum Albanum,. 
De yiul^ non Unenda in hofpicio ipjius Regis |j. 

Statutes 

* Said to be no ftatute. Hale'i Ilifl, C.L. i^. 

f Printed Vet. Magna Carta, by Tottel, 1556. It is fre- 
quently quoted by lord Coke by the above title ; but the authority 
of it, as a ftatute, )ias been difputed. V. Nicoljon's Bift, Lib, fpl. 
189, edit. 1714. and Blb.Ltg, ^ng. p. I. tit. Gavelkind. 

J Printed iii Hawkins and the fubfequent editions of the Statutes- 
$ Liber Cotidianiis C ntrarctulatorh Garderoba^f p. 8. 

II 1 his alfo is mentioned in the (aid record ; but it is obferved by 
Mr. Topham, in his obfervatlons on the publication of that work, 
that this is no ftatute made in partiament, but an ordinance for 
reRubting the houfehold during the abfence 6? the kings that 

a table 
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^^' Skatiite of wards and reliefs *• 

^^R. Statute efperfons appealed by approvers*' 

*8 Statute of prifcs t* 

*9 Statute of efchcaters . 

31 Ordinance of raeafures J. 

Charta Mer^atoriaj entitled Pro Mirtatorh- 
bus alienigenis de tibirtatlbus els concejjii §. 

as Statute of Protcftions. 

Definition of Confpirators. 
Statute of Champerty, 
Ordinance for inquefts. 
Ordinance of the Foreft. 
Ordinance of raeafuring land* 
Ordinatio faHa per Dominum Regtmfuper 
Jiahilitati ierra Scocia^. 

a table ihoiild not be kept, but that board wages (hould be al- 
lowed inilead thereof. Similnr regulations (it is obferved by the 
fame author) have obtained the name of ftatates : r. ;r. The ftatutes 
0^ the houfehold «f Edw. III. The ftatutes of Eltham, which 
were devifed by the king. Obferv, on the 1Vardr§be jiccountj z% 
E<lw. I. p. xxxvi. It is here remarkable, that the words Statutum 
and Orainacit were at this time ufed indifcriminately, and that they 
were not thpn undcrftood to denote any different degree of authority 
ui the manner uf enabling laws. 

* This is faid to be no ftatute, and nothing more than a marginal 
note on fome old book of entries. NictlJon*s Hifi» Lib, 189. ed'a^ 
/c/. 1714. 

f This is by forao mentioned as a feparate ftatute> but it is word 
for word contained in the fecoad cliapter of ArticuU fuper Cartas. 
V.Cay'5Stat. vol.1. 196. 

t This feems rather an explnnation.of weights and meafures bj» 
reference to the ilatutes of the realnj, than a ftatute of itfelf* Vi 
Hargrave's Law Tradts, 152. 

§ Recited in lord Bale's ** Traft on the Cuftomg," publiihed in 
&<grat/f'i « Law Tradls," 157, and in Prynne on4th Inft. 31. 

II Printed iivRyley*sPlac. Paii. Appead. 

1 2 Dc 
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Edw. De Ordinatione pacis tcrrae Scacis pub* 
'• licanda *. 

A.R. 

34 Statute of joint- tenants, ' 

Articles of inquifition upon the ftatutc of 
Winchefter. 

Statute of amortifing lands. 

Statute de T^llagio non conceJendo f^ con- 
taining fix chapters. 

Ordinatio Forejla^ containing fix chapters. 

Oath of the Iheriff. 

Statutum de Afportath Rellgioforumy contain* 
ing four chapters. 

Statutum ne Reffor profternat ar bores in cos* 
nuttrio. 

Some remains of judicial annals of this 
reign are to be found in feveral public li" 
braries J. Befides which there are extant 
certain records of proceedings in the Ex- 
chequer, chiefly in matters relative to the 
revenue of the crown, entitled ** Memoranda 
' in Scaccarium,*' printed with the annals of 
the next reign, under the direflion of Ser- 
jeant Maytiard. 

♦ Printed in Rylcy's Plac. Pari. Append. 

f This ftatute .was the fubje£l of much difpute iri the celebirated 
cafe of Mr. Hampden, (i State Trials, 510, 536^ 55i») when it 
was doubted whether it was a feparate adl from the ConfirmatM 
Cartarum, granted ^5 £dw. I. on which occafion it was recognifed 
as a feparate adt of parliament, principally becaufe it was recited 
as fuch about nine years -before in the preamble Xo the petition of 
right. Biack/ione*s Intfod- to Magna Carta, c. 

X Harl. MS. n. 4286, 7x63, Catal. MSS. Aog. v»L II. n. X92S' 
Hale MSS. n. 25j 26^ 137. 

z certain 
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^^' Liber Cotidianus Contrarotulatoris de re- 
' cepta et Expenfis Garderobs. De Anno 
Regni Edm I. 28. 

This carious account of the royal revenue 
and expenditure is lately publifhed * from 
the original record in the library of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries t ; and though not ftrift- 
ly a legal record, contains a variety of par- 
ticulars and curious information relating to 
matters within the department of the receipt 
of the Exchequer, and other branches of the 
revenue; comprehending alfo the expences 
of the civil, militarv, and naval efiabliih- 
ments, and of courfe includes a variety of 
obje£ls connected with the internal admi- 
niftration of the kingdom ; the bufinefs of 
this department being at this time of much 
greater extent than fince the eftablifliment 
" of fo many other offices for the execution of 
a part of its duty. An account of the office 
of the treafurer of the king's wardrobe is 
given by Fleta, which is extrafted by Mr. 
Topham in the curious obfervations pre- 
fixed to this publication, which alfo contain 
an abftraft and hiftorical account of its con- 
tents, illuftrated with explanatory notes upon 
the feveral fubjefts therein mentioned. To 
this work is alfo added, a Glofiary explain* 
ing the obfolete terms and language. It is 
obferved, that iimilar accounts of a later 
date are alfo extant in MS. but that none 
prior are known to be remaining, 

♦ AXo. 1787. 

f Prefentcd from Sir Aihtoa Lever, F. R. S» and S. S. A. by th« 
Hod. Daines BarriDEtoQ. 

The 
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£^- The law coUe^ions and wrhers of tKit 
•^ reign are as foUow : 

Placita Parliamentarian containing peti- 
tions, pleadings, proceedings and judgements 
' in parliament, in an^ iS, 19, 20, 2i» 22, 
23, 26, 28, 30, 33, 35, Edw. L in many 
important cafes brought before the parlia- 
m^it in pleas of the crown, and other mat- 
ters formerly incident to that jurifdi£lion, 
as alfo relating to the laws enafted during 
that period. 

Thefe ^re publifhed by Ryley from a MS* 
in tlie Tower, written above four hundred 
years fince, having been quoted in a record 
of6Ric. II. and were made public on the 
recommendation of Sir Heneage Finch, as 
of excellent ufe to the profeffors of the com- 
mon law. The appendix contains feverrf 
important records of this and the fubfequent 
reigns. The parliamentary matter has been 
extrafted from this work into the CoUeftion 
of the Rolls of Parliament lately made pub- 
lic under the direction of the Houfe of 
Lords. 

Br ITT ON, being a concife abridgment of 
' the law, is confidered as a compendium 
of Brafton's treatife, with the neceflary ad- 
ditions, but written in French, the former 
being in Latin, 1 

There is much controverfy among the 
learned as to the identity of the author of 
this excellent treatife ; fome contending him 
to be John Le Breton, bifhop of Hereford, 
who died in , the third year of this king's 

reigns 
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M^* reign ; but, as notice is taken in this book of 
feveral ftatutes fubfequent to that time, Bp. 
Nicolfon feems of opinion, that it was com- 
piled by John Breton, one of the judges 
I Edw. II. Mr. Selden, however, feems to 
tliink the name is only another appellation 
of Brafton* See Seiden^s Difftrt. to Fieta^ 
C. I, 2. There is an antient MS*, of Brit- 
ton, in the Harleian Coll. n^ 3644, and 
. another n. 3937. 

FhETAf feu Committtarius Juris jdnglicani. 
It is a general treatife of the law, in the me- 
thod of Brafton ; but it appears to have been 
the author's delign to give a more concife ac- 
count of the law, with the alterations that 
had taken place, down to his own time, 
which feems to be not much later than the 
1 3th of this king *. The title, as the author 
mforms his reader, was adopted from the cir- 
eumftance of tlie book having been compofed 
while he was a prifoner in the Fleet. A 
further account ot the work may be feen in 
Nicolfon's Eng. Hift. Lib. 225, edit. 17 14. 
and Reeves's Hift. Eng. Law, vol. I. 279. 

The book was originally publifhcd from 
a very antient MS. difcovered by Mr.. Selden 
in the Cotton Library, being the only one 
then known to be extant, and having been 
copied by an unikilful amaiiuenfis, was, 
after being compared with the MS. which 
enabled him to point out feveral hundred 

♦ As appears to be "well eftablilhed by Selden in his learned 
iKfiertation (c. lO. C i) prefixed to the pi'kitdd copies of it, though 
it has l^eea held of foxnewhat later date \>^ iQcd Coke^^and others. 

neceflary 
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Edw. neceflary correftions, which were accor<f* 
^' ii^gly made in the fubfequent edition in 1685, 
but which is Hill coniidered as very incor- 
reft ; to each edition is added a learned dif- 
fertation of that great man upon this work, 
which incidentally treats of dll the antient 
authors of our law. 

Sir Ralph de Hengh-am, Ch. Juft. K. B. 
6 Edw. I. is the teputed author of 

Summa Magna & P'arva^ treating of the 
antient forms of pleadings in effoins and de^ 
faults ; in which, it is faid, there are many 
remarkable forms and rules which are omitted 
' by Brafton ; and yer it is thought we want 
a confiderable (hare* of the author's whole 
work, none of the MS, copies that were to 
be found being perfedt. 

It is alfb faid to have been tranflated into 
Englifh in the time of Edw. 11. or ill, but 
was publilhed by Mr. Selden in the original 
■ Latin, with fome few notes of his own in 
Englifh. Nicolfon's Eng, Hift. Lib, 228.; 
edit, 1 7 14. 

This eminent >udgp "is aJfo reputed to have 
writtei^ two other trafts,. entitled 6«mm^?yV- 
dicandi EJJoniaj and Summa qu^ dicitur, ^uid 
Jit neceffarium ; defcribed' by bifliop Tanneri 
in MS. Norwic. More, 287 It is further 
faid, that he compofed a regifter of writs (V. 
Dugd. Orig, 5.6) ; which makes it probable 
he might colIeS the original writs that had 
been long in ufe, which it is fuppofed are 
thofe now extant in the colleftion entitled 
** Regiftrum Brcvium," or *' Regiftrum 

Can- 
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^^' Cancellarix," which is faid, by lord Coke, 
^' to be' the moft antient book of the law. 
Pr//. U lo Hep^ 4th Inft. 140. 

Jphm ^i Metingham, C. J, C. B. 18 
£dw. I. is alio recorded as author of a trea- 
tife entitled J^2^^i^/«m Effhinorum^ 

Gilbert deTHOKmov, Chief Juftice, K. B. 
18 Edw. I. -Compofed an abridgment of 
SraHony of wh4ck Mr. Selden met with a 
MS. in lord Burleigh's library, being the only 
copy he could ever hear of, and is not in print. 
It began with this defcription j Incipit Summa 
de legibus it confuetudm^bus Anglia a Magjjli 
Henrico de Bryffonm compojiia tempon Henrici 
fiL Reg^ yoan. quam quidem Summam Dominus 
Gilbertus de Thorn ton^ tunc Capi talis yufiic^ 
Domini Regis in jingl. fecundum Jiatuta et leges 
tunc tiJitataSy ad utiUtatem poftremorum diligent i 
ftudio pojimodum abbreviavit fub compendio An^ 
Reg. Edw, fiL Reg. Henr. vicejjim^, Et ipje 
idem Dom. Gilbertus tempo? i i.Io Jcientia^ bo* 
nit ate et manfuetudincy fioriat elegant et\ 

It differs in fome refpeft from Brafton's 
metliod ; but feveral of the chapters of which 
it coniifted are wanting in the MS, above - 
mentioned, nor does it appear that any other 
copy has yet been difcovered. A further 
account of this work may be feen in Selden* $ 
Dijfert. to f.cta; and ISichoijon^s Eng. Hi/l. 
Lib. 227. edit. 1714, 

Fet JJfavoir. A fmall traft commencing 
with thefc words, is a coUeftion of notes 
relating to proceedings in adlions, 

K . ' It 
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Edw. It is fuppofed to have been compofed aboirt: 
^* the fame time with Fleta, at the end of 
which the only copies there are of it, are very 
judicioufly printed without any mark of dif- 
tinftion ; it is, notwithftandins:, diftinguifli- 
able by being written in old French, Fleta 
being in Latin. 

TraSfatus de Moneta Anglia^ fait en temps 
Edw. I. que jeo trove en le librarie, de Sir 
R Cotton, que fuit le livre de Snr. Burleigh 
jadis Grand Treforier D'Angleterre. Thus 
quoted and defciibed by Sir J. Davis ia Cafe 
de Mixt Monevs, 26. 

Coutumes de Beauvoijis, 
The laws and ufages of this part of France, 
and of our country, being at this period very 
finiilar, and probably reciprocally derived 
from each other; this colleftion may pro- 
perly form a part of the Englifh lawyer's li- 
brary ; it was firfl: published by Beauma- 
noirini6go. Mr. Barrington in obf. on 
27 Hen. VUI. fays, '* This treatife of Beau- 
manoir is fo fyftematical and complete, and - 
throws fo much light upon our ancient com- 
mon law, that it cannot be too much re- 
commended to the perufal of the Englilh an- 
tiquary, hiftorian, or lawyer. He kept the 
courts of the Count de Clermont, and gives 
an account of the cuftomary laws of Beauvoifis 
.{as they prevailed in the year 1283). He is 
confequently a more antient writer than our 
Littleton, and, to fpeak with all due reverence 
to this father of the law, perhaps a better 
writer. It was firft - publifhed in Bourges in 

1690^ 
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W«r. 1690, with a (hort commentary by Gafpard 
Thaumas de la Thaumaffierc, who at the 
lame time publifhed ' Les Ailifes dc Jeru- 
salem,' which contains a molt complete code 
of regulations for the government of Chrif- 
tians whilft in pofleffion of that part of Alia, 
and may therefore be fuppofed to participate 
of the laws of moft parts of Europe." 'I he 
whole title runs thus : ** Coutumes de Beau- 
voifis, par Philippe dc Beaumanoir. Aflifes 
& bons ufages dc Jerufalem ftirees d'un ma- 
nufcrit du Vatican, par Jean d'lbelin, comte 
de Japhe & d'Afcalon, &c. et autres anci- 
ennes coutumes (de Riom & d'Orleans), 
avcc des notes & un gloflaire par Gafpard 
Thaumas de la Thaumalfiere. V. Bib, Leg.. 
Ang, p. i» tit. Customs, &c. T*- 
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A. II.QTATUTE of Icnights ♦. 

* O Statute of breakers- of pBifonsw 

3 Statute made at Staundford, being^a con^ 
firmatioiT of 28 Edw. J^ 

De Statutn fr§ Clef^ invlokbiUttr ohfei^ando. 

5 Crdinancis-fattes a Lcndres [An. 5 R. Edwr». 

n..] touchant eft at defeon houftel de Jon reaulme^ 

cum ordinaUonibus faSiis virtute ejufdem commif- 

fionis t« 
7 Statute that none fhall be impeached for^ 

the return of Peter de Gavefton. 

Statute that none (halls be impeached for 
the taking and death of Peter de Gavefton. 

f Articles of the clergy, containing fixteea.^ 
chapters.. 

Statute for fheriffs- made at Lincoln. 

•» Statute of Gavelet in London.. 

>* Statute of York, containing fix chapters- 
Statute of Effoins J.. 

H Statute of Sheriffs^ and the Green Wax. 

♦ This is no flatwtc, biifr the king's writ to the] (heriflf onlfv. 
a Inft. 593. Reeves's Hift. Eng. Law, II. 288. 

f ^« ordinasionet publicatee erant in Cetmcterio S. P^ylif Ltmicn^ 
fer Doirinum SimmemKfiJcopum Sariejberrenfamyanno 13 XU Cottom 
MSS, CUop. C. 2. y, P( ft. Stat, an, rtg, 1 6. 

X Reeves's Hift. Eng. Law, II. 30 j. 

Statute 
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Edm Statute of Carlifle^ concerning fines Ife- 
"• vied*. 

A. R* 

,5 Statute revofeing the pardon granted ta the 
Defpenfers.. 

Sutute that none fhall be impeached for fe-i^ 
lonies or trefpailes m the profecution of Hugh- 
le Defpenfer. &c^ 

Form of the charters thereon. 

Statute revoking the pardon granted to the 
profecutors of Hugh h Difpenftty &c. 

^ Statute revoking an eftablilhment o£ the 
houfehold. 

Statute of eftreats. 

»7 Prerogativa Regir^ containing fixteen chapi- 
ters^ 

Manner of dbing homage and fealty f. 

Statutum de Tents Templar iorum,. 

x8 Statute for view of frankpledge, &c« 

Other .ftatutes,. ordinances, &c. are extant^ 
made during the reigns of Hen. III. Edw. I^ 
or Edw. II. but uncertain when or in which 
of their times. V. Reeves' s^^Hifi.' Engy Law^ 
vol. II, 312, 355. 
r Articles againft the king's prohibitions J- 

a Ordinance for bakers, brewers, and foK 
other victuallers ^ and for ells, bufhels, and 
foreftallers* 

* This is faid to Be no flatute^ but more like a rule of courts 
Vic6lfon*tHifi, Lib* 189-, edit, foh 17 14. 

f This is no flatute^ but only a precedent or form obferved on? 
iich occafions. U^rgr* Co, Lit. 67. a. 

X This is a tranflation of the latttf pait^ the Statute, Circum* 
i^pcifle agatis, 13 £dw. U 

Cuftomf 
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^w, Cufljoms an4 aflize of tlie foreft, or the 9f' 
^^' tides of attachments of the foreft. 

4 3tat9t?,qf .^rqis^t touri>ainents. 

5 Statute of \uew of land and efibia of the 
king's fcrvice, 

^ Statute of juftices affigned. 
7 Compofition of ells and perches^ 
• S Statute of the writ of enquiry to be granted 
of lands to be put in mortmain* 
9 Statute of Jewry. 
>o ' Statute of the chattels of felons .- 

" Statute for tenants by the curtefy of Eng- 
land. 
I* Prohibition on the JrtUuH CUri. . * 

13 Articles and oaths of the king's minifters 
in Eyre. 

14 Of the great affize and battle. 
'5 Of the diviiion of pence. 

^^ An ordinance for meafures. 

Bcfidfifl the before-mentioned, there are 
other renaains of old laws, which have been 
inferted in fome colledtions of oijr antieiit 
ftatute law*, but whicK are confidered as 
of no other authority than as they contain 
evidences of the ftate of the common law in 
thefe ages, and are probably, like fome of 
the foregoing, notes only of fome lawyer ot 
thofe times. They are as follow : Capitula 
J t inert s. — De Homagio capiendo. — Contra Ficf- 
amfUs it Cl$rim»^^Uapiiula JEfcha^iria. — ^7«- 

* Vm MHB QSIUIC » XjM^% \&SiSS» Qsat^f^ &<;.t XiS^- ' 
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'^^' ramentam Regis. — Juramentntn Ep'^fopo^-vm,-^ 
Jiir amentum Conchiuriorum Regis. — jfuramcn" 
turn JEfuhatorum, — furamentum M jrum et 
Sallhorum — De Venditione Farina, — Abjurati§ 
ei Jitramentum Latronum. 

I Several Colleftions of JnnaUs yuridki of 

this reign are extant in fome of the public 
libraries *. 

Richard ii Winchedon is aifo mentioned as 
living at this time, and as a compiler of the 
law annals, or colledion of adjudged cafes 
of this reign, by Selden (in Dijftrt. ad FleU 
c. 8- f. 3.), of which he quotes feveral cafes 
from an antient MS. in the library of tlie In- 
ner Temple, prefented to that fociety by Sir 
Robert Barker, knt. chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, temp. Philip and Mary. It is aifo 
obfervable, that the MS. above quoted by 
Selden feems to be a different colle£lion of 
the cafes of this reign from that afterwards 
publiflied by Mr. Serjeant Maynard, on the 
recommendation, as it is faid, of lord chief 
juftice Hale ; feveral of the cafes there men- 
tioned by Mr. Selden, i>ot appearing to be 
extant in the colleftion of Maynard, and 
others, though nearly in the fame words, 
yet not fo fully reported as in the firft-men- 
tioned colleftion. It is further remarkable^ 
that in 33 Eliz. (Cro. Eliz. 218) a cafe 
was determined on the authority of a book 
cafe 12 Edw. II. which was admitted by the 
court, from rf written book, as it is faid by the 

*Harl. MS. n. 571, 572, 739> ^c. 835, 1062, 3639/7163 
^- MSS. Ang. vol. IX. n, 1918. 

reporter, 

j Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



8o ^OENERAL ACqOUNT 0^ 

:Edw. j-eportcr, and on occafion of that determi- 
}^ nation being quoted as authority in the cafe 
of Sacheverei and Frogate (i Vent. 162)^ 
lord Hale Jiredted fearch to be made in the 
MS. annals of this reign, in Lincoln's Inn 
library (from whence Maynard's colleftion 
was printed) ; but the cafe not being therein 
to be found, the court feemed inclined m 
think the reference was erroneous in point 
t)f tirrte, and that the cafe meant to be relied 
on was one of 12 Edw. III. which, how- 
ever, was in a principal point very difFerent ; 
and it further appears, that the fame re- 
ference occurs in the report of the fame 
^cafe, 33 Eliz. in Owen 9. (V. Nelfon's Lut- 
wych, 448). From the circumftances above- 
mentioned it feems probable, that the book 
produced in that cafe was a more compleat 
colleftion of the annals of this reign, than 
that which we have in print. It is further 
obfervable, that the collection of Richard dc 
Winchedon does not appear to have been 
fearched in the cafe of Sachevcrell and Fro- 
gate ; whence it feems probable, that the 
written book produced in 33 Eliz. was that 
of Richard de Winchedon, and it is much 
to be lamented, tliat this antient colleftion 
is not now to be found in the library in 
which it was extant in Mr. Selden's time, 
nor is it known what is become of it. V. 
jimes i. 302. 

Mirror of Justices. 

This work has alfo been the fubjeft of much 
contrariety of opinion among the learned ; in 
particular^ lord Coke relies v«ry much upon 

the 
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^^' the antiquity of this treatifc, as being of a dare 
• prior to the Conqueft ; many things having 
been added thereunto by Home, a learned and 
difcreet man, as his lord(hip obferves, of the 
reign of Edward I. On the other hand. 
Home is reputed to be little better than an 
impoflor, by the learned Dr. Hickes, in his 
DiJJert. Epijl. ad Thefaur. vet. Ling, Septen\ 
p. 42, &c. A modern writer fuggefts a fo* 
lution which feems to reconcile the apparent 
inconfiftencies of thefe opinions, from the 
probability of the exiftence of a work of this 
title, as antient as the date fuppofed by lord 
Coke, which Home might incorporate and 
model into the work now in our hands, with 
fuch additions as he thought proper to make 
thereto. It is obferved, that, whatever claim 
to antiquity it may poffefs, a great part of 
it is certainly written after Fleta and Britton, 
and it is accordingly generally afcribed to the 
reign of Edward 11. V. Reevi^'s Hljl. Eng. 
Lawy II. 358. 

It treats generally of all branches of the 
law of that time, civil and criminal, and is, 
notwithftanding the above objeftions, a cu- 
rious, intercfting, and in a certain degree 
an authentic tradt upon our old law *. See 
lord Coke, pref. to 9 and 10 Rep. Reeves's 
Hift. vol. II. 358, and Barrington's Obf. t, 
4th edit, where a curious account is given of 
the remarkable coincidence of feveral nations 
in Europe, in adopting this title in their early 
law books. Andnvj Home appears to have been 

. ♦ A.MS.lcopy of Home's Mirror is in HjutI. MS. n.4563. 
Another, Hale MS. n. 127. 

L a na- 
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Ww. a native of Gloucefter, and is faid to hare 
• compiled Ch-cnicon GUcefiria^ which is long 
fince loft. He was alfo chamberlain of the city 
of London in this reign, and compiled a book 
in the town-clerk's office, entitled Liber 
Home ; which fee an account of /r>. London^ 
in Bib. Leg. Ang. P. L See alfo Gough's 
Brit. Top. V. L 576. , 

Nomina Villarum, a book fo called, 
containing the fherifF's returns, in Confe- 
quence of the king's writ to that purpofe, of 
the names of all the villages, and the pof- 
feflbrs thereof, in every county, compiled in 
the ninth year of this reign ; it is extant at 
the Treafurer^s Remembrancer* s office*, 

• V. Nicolfon*! Hill. Lib. fol. 214. edit, 1714. 
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A.D..TN this reign the parliament is fuppofed to 
tiz^- X have taken its prefent form by the repara- 
tion of the Commons from the Lords *; and 
of the many important aS^ of the legiflature 
of this reign, it is obfervable, that they feem 
to have been preferved witli more care than 
in the former reigns ; the antient colleftions 
of the ftatutes from this period being gene- 
rally entitled Nova Statuta, probably from 
the circurtiftance of fome new arrangement 
adopted in the coUefling of them. The 
compilation of the flatute-book having alfo, 
from the aera of the commencement of this 
reign, taken a more corrcft and regular form 
(notwithftanding fome omiffions, and feve- 
ral infertions of ftatutes of imperfeA and ob- 
jedlionable authority, which it is intended 
to notice in a future feftion), and bei/ig ex- 
tant, with few variations, in all the general 
coUeftions and editions of it, a further re- 
capitulation of the feveral ftatutes is in this 
place thought umieceffary. It is now pro- 
pofed to notice the feveral legal records, wri- 
ters of law, and treatifes on law fubjedts, 
which are generally affigned to this reign. 

It is obferved, that the rolls of parliament, 
during this reign, begin to be very complete, 
and form a very valuable acceffion to the do- 
cuments of legal information. They give 

♦ Blackft. Comm. vol. IV. c. 33. 

L z • lis 
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Et^w. us an account of proceedings, whether jndi- 
• cial- or legiflative ; and in the former arc 
more particularly full and fatisfaftory. Reeves's 
HijK Eng. Law, III. 147. 

Annales jurUici MS. are extant of this reign 
in feveral public libraries, and a colleftion of 
them in nearly a complete feries throughout 
this reigit is printed and generally known 
by the title of the '* Year Books," which it is 
propofed to mention more particularly in a 
fubfequent fedtion, under the title of *' Re* 
ports." 

There are befides remaining in MS. * 
Placita in 1 finer e, being the determina- 
tions of the judges in caufes brought before 
them in their Iters or Circuits throughout 
the kingdom ; many of them are abridged 
by Statham, F.itzherbert, and the more aii- 
tient writers of our law, by whom they arc 
confidered as of equal authority with the ju- 
dicial annals of the courts at Weftminfter. 

Old Tenures, fo called to diftinguifh it from 
Littleton's book afterwards (temp. Edw. IV.) 
written on the fame fubjeft. It gives an 
.account of the various tenures by which 
land was holden, the nature of eftates, arid 
foine other incidents relating to landed pro- 
perty. It is a very fcanty traft, but has the 
merit of having led the way to Littleton's fa- 
mous work. Reeves's Hift. Eng. Law, 
vol, HI. 151. 

♦ Among Sir M. Hale's MSB. in Lincoln's Inn library, and in 
*he poffeflion of John Tppham, Efq. of Lincoln's Inn, 

Nature 
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law. Natura Brevium^ alfo entitled, ** Old Na- 
• tnra Brevium," to diftinguifh it from Fitz- 
faerbcrt*s treatife, written temp. Hen. VIIL 
It contains thofe writs that were then moft 
in ufc, annexing to each a ftiort comment 
concerning their nature, and the application 
of them, with their various properties, ef- 
fedls, and confequences. This work became 
a model to Fitzherbert, in writing his va- 
luable treatife on the fame fubjedl. Reeves's 
Hift. Eng. Law, vol. III. 152. 

N(rua Narratitmes^ contains pleadings in 
the a&ions tlien in practice : it confifts prin- 
cipally of declarations, as the title imports ; 
but there are fometimes pleas and the fub- 
fequent proceedings. The ** Articuli ad no- 
vas Narrationes" is ufually fubjoined to this 
little book, and is a fmall treatife on the fub- 
jeft of pleading. It firft treats of aftions and 
courts, then goes through each particular writ, 
and the declaration upon it, accompanied with 
direflions, and illuft rated with precedents. 
Reeves's Hift. Eng. Law, vol. III. 154. 

Diverjity of Courts^ and their JurifdiSftons. 

This treatife is faid by lord Coke to have 
been written in this reign^ 2 Inft. 552; it 
is, however, obfervable, that the fame learn* 
cd author, in another place, fays it was com- 
piled after 21 Hen. VIII. from tlie appear- 
ance of a ftatute of that date, which is pro- 
bably no more than an interpolation, the 
book having been adually printed more than 
once prior to that time, as appears, Bibl. 
Leg. Ang. P. L tit. Courts. 

Simon 
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Edw. Simon di IJlfp^ Speculum Regis, MS. written by 
'^^' the author, being archbifhop of Canterbury 
in this king's reign, to reprefent to the king 
the abufes of purveyors and purveyance in 
many particulars 5 in confequence of which, 
it IS faid, the king caufed to be made many 
excellent laws againft the oppreiiions, malice, 
and falfliood of purveyors. 2 Inft. 545. * 

Modus tenendi parltamentum in Anglia. MS. 

The work under this title, fo frequently 
mentioned in our law books, and the fubjed 
of much controverfy, is not extant in print t; 
it is held of very great authority by lord 
Coke, who, in Pref. to g Rep. gives a more 
full defcrlption of it; viz. ** Modus tenendi 
parliamentum : hie defcribitur modus quo- 
modo parliamentum regis Anglise Angli- 
corum fuorum tenebatur tempore Edwardi 
lilii regis Etheldredi i qui quidcm modus 
fuit per difcretiores. regni, coram Willelmo 
duce Normandiae & conqueftore & rege 
Angliae, ipfo conqueftore hoc praecipicnte, & 
per ipfum approbat. & fuis temporibus ufitat." 
The authenticity of it is never doubted by 
lord Coke, who fays, " Certain it is that this 
modus was rehearfed and declared before the 
Conqueror at the time of his Conqueft, and 

♦ This work is extant in Harl. MSS. 2399 and 6*37^ tran- 
fcribed from Sir Edw. Coke's copy; and in feTeral other public li- 
Varies, which fee in Tanner, Bibl.- Bnt. 447. 

+ A MS. copy of !he above is extant, Harl. MSS. n. 68 ro. 
Several other MSS. of this title occur m the public libraries. There 
is alfo a tranfcript of the old modus, which was fent to Ireland/ 
and is there printed by biHiop Popping, with a preface in vindica- 
tion of its autheotioity. V. Bib, Lfg, Ang. I. tit. Parliammi, 

. 3 ^y 
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ibd«r. by him approved for England,*' 4 Inft. ia» 
• the antiquity of it is, however, denied by 
Selden, in *' Titles of Honour/* p. 610, &c, 
as not older than the reign of Edw. III. and 
ftiU further by Prynnc, who contends it is 
not prior to 31 Hen. VI. Animadv. on 4th 
Inft. 6. 331. See alfo Nicolfon's Eng. Hift. 
Lib. 4to. 156, and Hargr. Coke Litt. 69, b. 
Liber Niger Admlralitatis. MS. 
This >antient coiled ion or regifter of re- 
cords relating to the Admiralty jurifdiAion^ 
IS fuppofed to have been originally compiled 
in this reign, but appears to Iwve received con- 
£derable additions duVing feveral . fubfequent 
teigns. It contains certain old ordinances 
or ftatutes of the Admiralty of the reigns 
of king Richard, king John, Edward I. and 
which are no where clfe extant, but as ex- 
trafted from hence. It contains alfo a great 
number of regulations concerning the office- 
of the Lord High Admiral, and his duty in 
time of war, with his falary and fhare of 
prizes taken from the enemy ; and further,, 
it comprehends many injunftions and ordi- 
nances refpefting proceedings againft delin- 
quents in matters within the jurifdiftion of 
^e admiralty, and the articles conftituted at: 
&e inquilition at Queenborough, 49 Ed. ill; 
for the accufation and punifliment of of- 
fenders, to be obferved in future. To^ 
thefe antient laws, which are written in the 
old French- language, are added the Ar^- 
ticuh\ as they are ftyled, of M. Rowghton^ 
who is fuppofed antiently to have held the 
office of Regifter in the court of Admiralty ; 

thcfc 
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Edw. thefe laft are written in Latin, and feem t^ 
^^^* be the fubftance of the before- mentioned 
ftatutes and ordinances, digefted into a more 
compendious and methodical arangementr 
The age of this latter compilation is not 
afcertained, but it is held of the higheft au- 
tliority, as is alfo the original work, by all 
the writers who have treated on the fobjeft 
of the laws of the Admiralty*. 

Befides the law treatifes before-mentioned, 
the titles of fevcral others are given by Dug- 
dale in Orig. Jurid. c. 23- chiefly from an 
old parchment roll in the Cotton library ; 
which, for the moil part, are fuppofed to be 
' of the reign of Edward I. and all of them 
probably within the period of the reign of 
Edward III. but it does not appear where 
they arc now extant. 

1 Speculum Jufticiariorum t* 

2 Examen Cartarum. 

3 Curia Baronis J. 

4 Affifa in London de Muris & Stillicidis. 

5 E>fe Narrando§ • 

* See Prynne on 4th Fnft. 106, 115, &c. Exton's Marit. Pi- 
exol. c. xiii. Bibl. Leg. Ang. P. X. tit. Records. 

f Probably the original work from which Home is fuppofed t» 
have compofed his Mirroir de Juflices. 

J This and the fubfeqnent articles, n. 14, 10, 21, arecjctant 
in an antient MS. Collection of Law Tradls in tlie pofleffion of 
Kalph Leeke, Efq^. of Middlewich. 

§ This, and n. 15, are probably the Nov/e Narratlonet, &c. 
-which we have in print, and are before mentioned, p. 85. 

6 Cafus 
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Sdw. 6 Cafus qui tenet locum fecundum Leges 
Angliae. 

7 De Divortio. ^ 

8 Ordinale Compoti dc Walvefcic fecundum 

Oliverum. 

^ Modus Chyrogtaphandi in Curia Regis da 
omnibus Placitis. 

10 Dc Brevibus ordinandis. 

11 Breves Piedes. 

12 De Veteribus Placitis Coronie* 

13 Nova Capitula Corona. 

14 Dampna in Duplo. 

15 Ordo Exceptionum * 

16 Placita dc Itinerc Cbrnubia, 30 Edw. L t 

17 Cadit Cafa [^>] ♦. 

18 Natura Brcvium ^, 

19 De Brevibus CaiTandis. 
so Exceptiones generalcs. 

21 De Baftardia. 

22 Tra£tatus Coronae. 
%i Placita Coronae. 
24 Notabilia. 

♦ The fix articles above-mesntianed were formerly in the pof- 
felTion of Sir Orlando Bridgman. 

t FoTftteiHy in Mr. Selden'slibrary. 

t T<bis and the following articles were, in Dugdal^'s time, in the 
poffelfitm of Gilbert Goddard, Efq. of Linccln'j^-Inn, and is with 
icveral others here mentioned extant in the king's library. V. Csf" 
^'j Cat, MSS. 9 A. VII. 10 A. V. 

,§ Probably the ** Old Natura Brevium" before-mentioned. 

M 25 Ar- 
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Edw. 2.5 Articuli in Narnindo. 
III. , ' » 

26 Proprietas Narrationum. 

27 Modus faciendi Duellam coram rege*. 

28 Liber de Antiquis Legibus. 

29 Liber Cuftumarum et regum antiquorum, 
^therwife entitled, Capitula Laudi^m et 
Nobilitatum InfuLe Britannia^ f. 



The preceding deduftion comprehehds an 
account of the laws, law-writers, and other 
legal authorities, during the more obfcure 
period of our hiftory : the greater part of 
thefe have been tranfmitted to us by the 
prefs ; others (as has been noticed) remain 
in an unpublifhed ftate, and fome of thenn arc 
only known from the mention that has been 
made of them by the authors who have quoted 
them. In the fucceeding reigns of Ric. II. 
Heq. IV. Hen. V. Hen. VI. and Edw. IV. 
which comprife the term of a complete cen- 
tury ; no mention occurs of any author who 
has profefledly written on tlie fubjeft of the 
laws of England, except the chancellor For- 
tefcue's treatife, De Laudibus Legum Anglia^ 
and judge Littleton's Treatife of Tenures^ 
which laft appeared towards the latter end of 

* An ancient MS. quoted by lord Coke in 4 Inft. 124. 

f The two articles above-mentioned, quoted by Blackftone in 
Introd. to Magna Carta, liii. and lix. are in the Town-clerk's of- 
"•ce, London ; and, with feveral other antient books, more par- 

ularly relating to the city of London, arc dcfcribcd. Bib. Lej. 

)£. r. L tit. Customs IXL London. 

that 
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that period,- at which time thp art of print- 
ing having obtained in England, the legif- 
lative and judicial records of the kingdom, 
and the works. of fabfequent law-writer^ 
have been more immediately made public, 
and having confequently become the ftib- 
jefts of more general notoriety, it is 
therefore prefumed have fallen within the 
acquaintance of every law ftudent. It is in- 
tended to confine the objeft of the enfuing 
feftions to fuch further general information 
of the aftual ftate of our written laws, and 
ef the records relating to them, as feems ne- 
ceflkry towards promoting the knowledge 
and ufe of the materials which compofc the 
Eaglilh Lawyer's library. 



M ^ V. PUB- 
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V. PUBLIC RECORDS^ ak» 
AUTHENTIC LAW MSS. 

IT has from time to time been foqnd necefliry 
for the prefervation of the Public Records^ 
as well as for more efFeflual future regulations, 
concerning them, to ifluc occafional vyarrants 
aiid commiffions under the authority of the fe- 
veral branches of legillature. Th^ latter in- 
ftances of this kind are, an order of the Houfc 
of Lords, 9th December, 1718, on which a 
report was made 16th April, iji^i relating 
the fteps taken, and the evidence produced in 
purfuance thereof*; with feveral fubfequent di- 
reflioris by the fame authority refpeding tlic 
records depofited at the Parliament Office,' and 
King's Houfe adjoining, as alfo in the Chapter 
Houfe at Weflminfter; and laftly, an order of 
the Houfe of Commons on occafion of the fire at 
Cotton Houfe in 1731 ; in confequence of which 
a report was made, 9th May, 1732 t» containing 
a particular account of the damage fuftained 
among the MSS. in the Cotton library, and 
general accounts of the Hate of the public re- 
cords in the public offices ^nd repofitories, by 
the refpeftive officers to whofe cuftody they 
were committed J. From thefe materials, but 

* Printed 8vo. 1719. 

f printed fol. 1734, and in Rep. H. Com. vol. I. 509. 

X A general account of th6 ftate of the Public Records, from- 
tlie Conqucft to the prcfent time, is printed in the Introdiidlion ta 
" Sir Jofeph Ayloffe's Calendar of Antient Charters," 410. 1772. 

principally 
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principally from the table of the records of the 
kingdom, digefttd anckir the general heads 
of Chancery, King's Bench, Coiumon Pleas, 
and Exchequer, drawn up on the fame .oc- 
cafion by Mr. Lawton, keeper of the re- 
cords at the Chapter Houfe ; a methodical 
Index, in alphabetical order *, was compiled 
by Mr. Strachey, who, for more compleat in- 
formation on the fubjeft, confultcd the Work$ 
of fevcral authors eminently converfant in 
this branch of knowledge, and inferted no- 
tice of fome material papers extant in dif<« 
ferent private libraries, with the necefiary in- 
telligence of the. fv-veral public office in which 
the records are difperfed and depofited : from 
this laft mentf6h«d compilation, which ha^ ' 
been acknowledged the beft knd moft uitcful 
account of ouf ittofds hitherto extant, the 
prefent fedion is principally extraftcd. with 
the additional infertion of a confiderable 
number of authentic law MSS, which arc ta 
he found in our public libraries, and to which 
proper references are refpeSively aflSxed. Thefc- 
feft, though they do not tarry the authority of 
public records, undoubtedly contain a variety 
of learned and ufeful information, on a great 
number of importiant fubjefts of a public na- 
ture, and of general concern. 

• rrintcd 8vo. 173s* 



Absies. 
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Abbies. 

Surrenders (feveral) of abbies in the reigir 
of Hen. VIII. — ?x i^t Augmmtation Office. 

Surveys of abbies and monafteries, feme— 
at the Chapter Houfg^ fome — at the Receipt of 
the Exchequer^ and fome — at the Firfi Fruits 
Office. 

Particulars of abby lands, previous to the 
graiits thereof in the reigns of Hen. VIIL. 
and Edw. VI, — at the Augmentation Office. 

Charters granted to abbies. See Charters 
and Calendar^ 

Leases of abby lands. See Leafes. 

Evidences of the lands of the abby oi Lewes 
in Sujfex^ — at the ChapUr Houje. 

Books concerning the abbies of ^^w/Jy, Mid^ 
dleton^ and Langden^ — ^at the King*s Remem- 
brancer*s Office^ IVtjiminfter^- 

Registers of charters, &c. of different ab- 
bies. Cotton Library. 

Register, rentals, and treaftirer's accounts, 
of the abby of St Auguftine^ — at Canterbury 

Cathedral, 

ft 

Register of the abby of F(?^«/tf/«j, — in the 
carF of Denbeigh\ Library, 

Foundations of abbies. See Foundation. 

Grants. Stt Grants.' 

Surveys of abbacies. See Surveys* 

Visitations^ See Vijitations. 

AccouNTr 
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Accounts of 
Lands called fFarwick lands^ 

Eari and countefs of DtvonJhiri$ lands* . 
Edward duke gf Buckingham^ s lands, and fur- 
vey of the faid duke's lands temp. Hen. VIII. 
Stafle ztCalaisy • 
Ch^ef Butlers, 

Jewel accounts, — tempore H, VIII. and be- 
fore that time at the Chapter Houfe* 
Surveyors of the works accounts, 

Windfor^ Berkhamjied^ and Hampton^Cmrt ac- 
counts, 

fFeflon juxta Baldock 2iccountSi — temp, H. VIII. 
and before* that time at the Chapter Hou/e. 

Ancient Revenues of the crown in feveral 
counties, before 27 ii VIIL — at the jiugmen^ 
ta'tion Office, ^ ^ 

Receivers GeneraLi — at the Augmentation 
Office. 

GrbatOfficers, 

Receivers of land-tax. 

Receivers of duties on houfes, — at the Klng^^ 
Remembrancer's Office. See Pipe Rolls, 

' King's houfhold expences, at the Gre^n Clolh* 

Cofferer of the houfhold, ^ 

Treasurer of the chamber, • 

Treasurer of the navy, 

V I c T u a;l l e r of the navy, 

Master of the great wardrobe, 

Ac- 
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Accounts of 

Master of the robet. 

Wardens of the mint, 
Paymaster of tiie worki^ 
Clerk of the faculties. 
Clerk of the hanapier, 
Receiver of the firft fruits. 
Chief Butler of England^ 
Master of the ordnance, 

P0STMASTERJ8, 

Farmers and colIcSors of cuftoms, yr.— 
Tbefe accounts are taken yearly by the if«- 
ditors of the Imprefty and engfofled by them ; 
One copy is kept by the perfon accompting, 
another by die auditors, and another deli- 
vered to remain on record — ^in the Pipe Gffict- 

Admiralty. "" 

•- JouR;tTALs of Ihc proceedings of the court of 
Admiralty from 1589 to i66i^, and other 
matters relating to th^t coUiTt. HarL MSS, 
• fi. 5089. 
, BLACK:-rBooic of the Admiralty. V^antefut. 
reg. Edvv. 3. 
'UegjsT'Rum d.e Rfibus A<kniralitat. ki Coipait. 
Norf. & Suffolk, io\.—HaU M&S. «• 99- 

.Aids. 

See Foreign JcBountSy 

Book of aids, 20' Ed^, III. 
Book of fifteenths and tenths,— at the -K;//s 
Remembranuw' $ Gffiae at (f^ejiminji'^r. 

2 Book 
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Book of the aid of the prmce^^r^at the,7W#p 
\ ' fur gf^rRtmembr unarms OffUeJ . . 

Aliewation, 

. Licences, and pardons of alienation.— >See 
Patent Rolls. 

Am^bassadors. 
Credentials — atthe i\?/^r O^c^. 
%tt Mintfters sind Letters. , » » /^ 

If^fsTRUCTioNS to ambkiladors and minifters 
in foreign courts, frona H. VIII. and quceW 
'■'■ ' jE//Zi-^iii the bifliopof £/y*s Librdry. 

Appear ANCE-BooKs,' 

. I^ jthp court of Exchetjiien ' See P/fa/% '^ 

ARCfiBlSHOf RICKS. \ . ^ 

Surveys ot See Svrv^vx. 

Archpeacovries* . 

Surveys of. St^ Surveys. 

ARRAQOlf. : • '\ ' 

" Treaties and tranfaftipns with Arragon'^ fron^ 
' -iSE^. 1. yfn. 1289, to 7 H.Ylll.Jn.ksiS^ 
— at the Chapter Houfe. ' ' - • ' 

Articles qf 
The P^ACE. See Khg^s-BencK- 

'^ssisE Rolls. 

From 6 R.\. Jn. 1194, to the «nd of^the 
reign of if VI. Jm 14^0-, and forac few ii^ 
the reign of Edw. I V.r-^at the Chapter Houfe. 
Except fomc rolls in thereigas of H. III. 
Ed, I. ^4 ^^! ^^« which are in the Tower. 
Associations, pf \ ■ . v^ 

The House of Cpnjtnpns, a^id of ^IJjhe coun- 
ties, &c. to king William on tiie''Ai&ffinar 
tion plot,— at the Tower. 

N At- 
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Attaiiii>br€. 

The Bag A dc Siecrctw, ocmtatmng wcords ot 
attainders, is in the King's-Bencb Trea/ury. 

CoLi'CCTfOK oot of all the parliament rolls of 
attainders, reftitutions, and refumptions, from 
29 H. III. Jn, I244> to the end of tlw reigix 
of Ed. IV. Jn. 1483,-40: the Toimt. 

Attorneys. • 

Bii^LS againft attorneys. See Common Pleas. 

Auditors. _ 

Accounts de Terris pcrquifitis, temp. H. VII. 
and H. VIII.~at the Cbapur Hou/e. 
Augmentations. 

The Court of Augmentations was erefted in 
the. 27th of H. Vlil. Jn. 1535. for detertnin- 
ing fuits relating to the fuppremon of monaf- 
teries, &c. and to prevent the king being 
defrauded of the profiu.of fuch teligtous 
houfes. The court was diflblvcd in the firft 
year of queen Mar/s reign ; but the office 
ftill remains, and contains many cisrious and 
valuable records. 

B^LLs, anfwers, depofitions, decrees, and other 
proceedings in this court in the reigns of H. 
VIIL and M VI.— at the Augmentation Office. 

Some few proceedings^r-at the Chaptgr Houfe. 

Fifteen books of tlie decrees of this court, 

from 28 H. Vlll. /»- i ^36, to tiie end of the 

reign of Ed. VI. An. 1 553, are in a chcft— at 

the IGng's lUmemkramer's Offia at Wyiminfter. 

Baga de Sccretis, See Attalndirs. 

Bag Rolls. See Km£s Srnch 

BAiti- 
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SAfllWtc)C8. 
A BopK of all the bailiwicks in E/^kud^ 26 
H. IL Jn. ii8o,«-^t the Kif^*s Bsmmkran-^ 

Baronia. 
Tenants per Barotiiatn. See RidB§%k^ 

B£NBFK:£S £cei.ESIASTl4!AX. 

S&RVEYS of them in the raga of U^ VI£[f~at 

the Firft Fruits OjffUe. 

DiscHARGCD from Pirji Frmts. Garcifi0ates 
of them,— at the Firft Fruits Cffice. 

Pleas and proceedings in the court of Ex« 
chequer, relating to ecclefiaftical peribns and 
benefices, &c. from i Q^. Mary^ An. iSj^u 
to 3 G4$4 I* A*i. i7i7.*^in the Fsrfi Fruits 

BtSHOPRIOKS. 

Valuatiow of bifhopricks,— «t the Fwjt 
Fr^u Officii 

Surveys of bilhopricks, temp. H^ VHL— at 

the Firfi Fruits Office. 

^tsbops Certificates. 
$ee Certifoatis* 

Blacic book of 
The Admiralty. V. enfifub reg. Edw» lit. 

The Exchequer. V, anttjuh ng. Hert. IL— 
at tte Kin^^ Rimmbronar^s Office. 

A Book called the Black Book,--4t the Receipt 
of Exchequer. 
Bonds for . ^ 

MoKEY borrowed^ of merchants and others^ 
by Ae Crown, beginning 26 Ed. I. An. it^i% 
— 'W the Tawer. 

N a Du^ 
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Due Execution of feveral offites under 4:lre 
^" 'king.-' ■■:.:; ^' . • . ^ 

' Port Bonds forfcitedf for tartyihg goods coaft- 
ways,— at the King^s Remtmbranur*s Offiu^ 
at the Temple. 

Bootisof 
The Orders of St. George and Su Michael, : 

'• The Enormities of Cardinal fFolfey^ — at-the 
Chapter Heufe 

' Cohccrhing the chapel of Hen.Vll.7XH^eft* 
fttr^ Sec JVeftminfter. • 

. The HousHoLD and Civil Lift— in lord Oxfird*s 
^ "library. • ^ , 

'BftATAQNE'. 

Treaties and tranfaflibns with Bretagnty 
from 15 king j«A«,-<^/f. 12 1 9, to 7 Hen. VII. 
An. 1 49 1 — ^at the Chapter Moufe. •! 

'BR1EVtA-RE<31A. < 

From 9 Ch. I.— at the Petty Bag Office. Sec 

''"'*' Mf^iti. . ■"•.*^ .. ' • -..■'.':. 

Bulls 

Arc ^public writinga .difpatched from the /!?•. 

man chancery^ commonly pealed wijth lead, 

and are the fame with edidts, letters patent, 
• ;<and,prQvifions ixf fecular princes. If thSjr 

are letters, of grace and favour, the Jead is 
\' * liung tin JtU thread i if they be ofjuftice and 

excciitdfy,' the lead is hung by a hempen co*d. 
t '^ 1^^- were declared to be void in England by 

an aa a8 Iten. ViH; .. > 

A gieat many in the Chapter Heufe^ particulady 
:\ ' biie of TDp« CiirWff/ VII. Ah, 1^*4, with 

-"•-• ' •-..•.!•:. ^ •; .... ,. , the 
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" thefeal of folid gold^ qoBfkmiQg fhe title of 
Fidei Difinjvr to Hin. Vlll. 

I Some in the Tvwer. 
•Burgundy. \ 

Treaties and trania£Uons with Burgundy^ 
from 8 Htn. V. ifif. 1419, to i Rich, 111. 
I Jn. 1484 — ^at the Chapter Houjk. 
\ Butler. > 

■ Chief Butler's accounts. — Some at the Gbaptgr 

I See Pipe Bolls. 

I Calendar 6f 

! Escheators bundles.- Sec Efchenurt. 

Called the Book ofNanws^ fhe wing, in alpha- 
betical ordcr>'thc names of peifons whofe 
offices or inquiiitions after their deaths are 
there to be found ; in which you may fee 
what lands they, died feifed of, and the te- 
nure of the fame'; and ttie laft wills of many 
,. . . are recited^; — at the lower. 

^ Lands and manors found in offices or inqui- 
iitions in Ejfex (not perfea), Lincoln^ Bed- 
ford^ Berksj Bucktrtghamy and a great book 
fpr the counties of Somerfety Dorfety Dsvoiiy 
and Cornwall^ — at t\ic Tower, • 

-Calendar and cpUedion out of tlie old rolls, 
'called Charta Antiqu'a (without date) — at* the 
Towtr. 

The Rolls of king Jobn^ aiid from* i tb f i 
pi'Hen.lW. — ^at the Titi/^r.- 

An Grafts, of inheritance granted! by ;any of 
our kings, from i Ed. I." to the end of the. 
'reign of Edw, IV. — at the Tower. 
Rolls of Ed. I.~at the Tower. 
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Free WAMst^s, markets, hlt^, ktH, an(f 
other libcFfies, gsKher^d out of the charter 
rolls of Ed. L — at the T&wsr. 

Charters of corporations, and other liberties 
of cities, bof^Mfli^, abbies, colleges, andca^ 
thed/al chu^cties in the rcign of £d. I. —at 
the Te^tT. 

Or Collect lOK out of all the parliament 
Folk of attainders, reftk^itions, and r^fump- 
tions, from 29 Hen. III. to the end of his 
reign — at the Tower. 

Several Records belonging to the court of 
Commtm Pleas, in the Pr^tboH9tary\s Office. 

TheMEMOBLANDA in the coqrt of Exchec^er, 
called B&ok$ de Agendlsi^^TLl t\i% King^s Remm* 
hrencerU Offiie. 

See Wardi and LtHerie^. 

Capias. Sec Kin^i Bench. 

Castile. 

Treaties and tranfaftions With Caftile^ from 
38 Hen. llL An. 1254, to 21 Zi. IV. An. 
1481, zithtCbaptitHdUfe. 

Cathedrals. See Colleghfe Churtjjet. 

Chartularies and leidgcr books of cathe- 
drals,— at the CotUn Library. 

Statutes df cathedral churches. Sec 5/tf- 
iutes. 

Certificates of 
Qualifications of mcirjfecrs of parliament, 
in the reigns of qu^n Anne, Geo. I, II.— at 
the Petty Bag Offite, and Qrown Office. 

lifSTl- 
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Institutions and patronaget, from 37qiieen 
Eliz. An. 15949 to the p^dieat time, — at the 
Firjl Fruits Ujffice^ and Court of Ex.bequir. 

Ecclesiastical Benefices. See Btmfiui, 

Popish convi£ks and perfonfr concealedy-^n 
the Petty Bag Office and Crown Office. 

CoLLEGE-Sf cliautrl^s, &c. in the reign of 
Ed. Vl.-^at the Augmentation Office. 

Masters in chancery. See Chancery. 

Feodaries. See Wards. 

Chancery. 
Decree rolls in chancery, from lb Hen. VIIL 
An. 1534:, to the prefent time, — at the Rolh. 

Bills, anfwers, dcpofitions, &c. in the reigns 
of Hen. Vi. and Ed, IV.— at the Tower. 

In the reigns of queen EHz. James I. and Cb. J. 
arc raoft of them at the Tower \ but fome in 
thefe reigns, and fome from thence to the 
Reftoration, are — at thf iS#//f . 

From 1649 to the prefent time, — at the 5/> 
Clerks Office. 

Recognizances, deeds, &c. inrollcdin chan- 
cery. Sec Inroliment Office. 

Certificates, or reports of raaftcrs in chan- 
cery, are filed — in the Regifier^ Office. 

Judgments on declarations, for and againft 
officers of the court of chancery, a few in 
the reigns of queen Eliz. and Ja. I. and from 
I CharUs I. An. 1625, ^^ ^b^ prefent time,— 
at the Potty Bag Office. 

Cha» 
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Chantries. See Certificates: ' ' ' 

Surveys of Chantries. Sec Surveys. ' - 

Cll'APEL. See Weftminjier 
Surveys of Free chapels. Sec Surveys, 

Charitable u$es. Sgq CemmiJJioners of. 

Charter Rolls. 

• From I kingjohn^ An. 1199, to the end' of 
the reign of Edw. IV. An, 1483, — ^at the 
Tovi^er^ . . . ' 

From 1483 to \^ Ja, L A.. 1614, — at the 
Rolls. There are none later than li ^j. I. 
becaufc fince that time charters arc proipiiT- 
cpoufly inrolled with other patents on the 
Patent Rolls^ 

See Calendar. 

Charters of ; 

Several antient charters to abbies, cities, and 
boroughs, — at the Tewer, 
' Gr^ants of charters and liberties. Sec Patent 

King Edgar's charter of the dominion of the 
fea, in Harleian ColleSlhn^ V, Ante.fuhff^. 
tadgar. 

Book of antient charters and fees, — at ;the 
King^s Remembrancer's Office, 

Several original charters of religious houfes, 
nobility, and gentry, — in lord Oxf ova's Li' 
brary, 

A confiderable number alfo in the Cotton Li- 
brary^ an' alphabetical catalogue of which is 
,^ printed at the end c^Mr^ Aftle's catalogue of 
that library, from a MS. of the rev. xMr. 
Widmore. ^ 

Char- 
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Charters granted by Hen. Vlll. and queen 
Etiz. to the dean and chapter of Wejtmnjlir^ 
^mMx^iS^ oi Ely's Liirary. '' 

See Magna Chart a. ' ' ' ^ 

See Calendar, ' ■ . . * 

Chartularies and leidger books of cathedrals 
and monaileries, — at the Cstion Library/ 

Several — at the jiugmentatlcri Office, 

Sever AL-T-in lord Ox fared Library, 

Of the monafteries of St. AlhanCs^ Bromholm.^ 
Kmgton^ Lang!e)^y WtJlminJierrAhhiy^ &c.-— 
. In the bifhop of Elys Library, 

SuLc ARDUs's, Chartulary of the abby. of Wejl* 
mhijJer, V. ante jub reg^ Will. 1. 

Chivalry. ,y 

Records of the court of chivalry— at D$^or*s 
Commons , 

Proceffus Curiae Militaris. Hale's MSS. n/s. 
Churches. 
•Taxation xoll ,of the value of all the churches 

in the 20 Edw. I, An. 1291, — at the Tower. 

Statutes of the collegiate churc,hes oi Herer 
fordj f^ylndfir^ Canterbury^ Ourham^ jyells^ 
Chejier^ Exeter y &c. — inloxi Oxford^ s Library. 

•'Sev:^ral Hatutes of -collegiate churches,?— at 
. Corpui Chrijli College in Cambridge. 

See Calendar — and Cathedral. 

CiKQUE Ports. . » - - 

. CoNsuETUDjNES, libcjTtates et ftatota de quin- 
que Portubus. Partim Lat. partim Gall. Cott. 

Ltb.jui.B.4.. • ; 

Laws and, cuftoinV of Sandwich, /f. B^ 5. 

'O 'QtJiN<ipE 
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.QuiK<^B portus& corom 'teertibra cumTer- 
vitiis'regi debitis <le pontib«s pfetfiaifr aanu- 
atim, cumneccffe focrit. /*. Claudi c. *. 

Dfi libcrtatibus quinque portuum ex lib. Gul. 
Thornc lb. ViteIkD..7. 

Gh a r t a libertatum quiriquc porfuu iB j>€r1t. Ed. 

Chart A R. Edw. I. d©.cuftodia orphanorum 

portus dc Sandwich. . lb, Cleop. C, 7. 
Index inftrumcntoruni in vetcri quodain li^ro 

conr^ntoruindc quinque p6rtiil4us, Ji. Fatift. 

e. 2. 

CoNsuETiTDiNEs gfU/iis Sahdtfmcl^ written by 
Adam de ChampncySi aq Rd. F.MS. V. 
BibL Ltg. jtng. P. I. tit, Cnftoms.- 

Claims. 

Ki SwAiN'tMOTJi couitsr. Sec F^rtfT. 

Of Servicj:s to be done at Corc'nati^ns^^^Sce 
Coronatiih. 

Close Rolls, or Glaus Rplls, 
CoT^TAiNvrriti of variduikhlids^, :<w!iicHr ISvtcd 
under fcals of \fa% inclofiit^ thfettl. 

' O^ fte b^ck of thde rolk ane n^iu ofSurhi^m 
tb parliament, and for kiiights and burgeflcs 
Wagds, &c. . _ V: 

Fkom" 6 king Johtty Jn. 12.04, to tlic cild of 
the reign of i&^/. IV. /k.s 148:3,^^31 the 7it<«r. 

From 1483 ^° ^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^ *"'^'5^ of ^i?. II* 
An. 1688, at the tioOi. 

Eio^i x688 to flie prcfettt titiKS-=!-^t the tn- 

A Roll containing ;e|ctra?fts out pf the clofe 
^olIsof-XHaltcrs. relating n>7fa/f*i frdm x H. 

111. 
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III. j/n. i2i6 to 27 //. III. Jn.,i2^ii' 
/ ^e Receiftt of tbi.Exobrquer. 
Close Rolls. 
Copies and cxtrafts of many of thefe arc among . 

Cofferer of the houihold. See Ac:wnts» 

CdLLECTOjLS. See Receivers. 

Colleges^ Chantries, &c. See Certfic^tes. 

Account of revenues belonging to the col- 
leges of the two univerfities . bee Rever^ues. 

Several books rd^ting to tlie foundation of 
Cardinal Welfey's colleges at Qkf^ri and 
IpfwicbyrTT2il tlie Cbapfgr Hpvfe. 

Statutes of colleges. Set Statutes. 

^See Calendar, 

FoyNDATiONs of colleges. See Foundathni. 

Surveys of colleges. See Surveys^ 

Co^Xi s s.^pN^ R s of charitable ufes. 
Their .decrees, inquifitions. and inroliments 
of proceedings upon appeals from their de- 
crees *, from the comm^ijcemcnt ofthefta- 
tpte 43 Eliz, An. i6co, to tlie prefeiu time-*-* 
^Xtdt Petty Bag Qfffiu. 

QQMlV^is S ipN3E.R/l 

. App.oiktej) tp furvtfy and value the fmall mo- - 
naftcues, 5^8 H. VliJ. their certificates, • See 
Surveys. 

GaOI DtVv^WM. %e Ge$l.S)tiitViry. . 
. l^uif ACY and Idiocy. See Lunacy. 
^ The pEi^ni.' See Patent RoUs. 

O a Com- 
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Common Pleas.^ * - ', 

As to the origmal of this court; fee King*s 
Bincb. - ^ 

The RoLrLs of this court from, i king yohn^ 
Jn^ II99» to the end of the reign of H, VII.- 
Jn, 1 509, — arc at the Chapter 'Hcufe, 

From 1500 to th*e prefent time— at the T^ea^' 
fury of the Court of Cmm9n Pleas. • ■ ' 

Common Recoveries — entries of the king's 
money upon fines — judgments and other 
proceedings — inrollment of deed^— recogiii- 
zances, &c.— Filacers rolls, and ex^cnters 
rolls from 1 H. VIII. to the prefent tiraey — 
at the Common Pleas Treafufj, 

Dockets of the recoveries and deeds inrolled 
are kept by the Chrkofthe Warrants, 

Alphabetica/u lift of judgments, kept by ^he 
. Clerk of the EjJ'oms. ' ' ' ' . 

CjiLENDARS of the Other records above men- 
tioned — in tlie Protbonotary's Office. 

All original and fpecial writs — proclamations — 
tranfcripts on writs of entry — cxigcnts-^pof- 
tea's— ^wtits of cpvenimtr-^concords^— feet of 
fines — writs of entry-^furasmons — mittimus 
feifins — venire's— and the Jike-Vlinquifitions 
upon outlawries — elegitV-r^yrit^ of enquiry 
—bills againft'attorh'eys," ind" privileged per- 
ibns — ^Writs ad clegead* corpnator*, and other 
ymiis of the like nature,/roWthe'Reyoltitioi> 
to the prefent tinie,— at -the Cufl^^ Brtvium 
rraiJmfmJI^<^inJlerJU(^L : :j : j ., ^ 

, Before 
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BEPOR& the Revolution they ^Tc^t-^c Chapter^ 
H6tife\ and the fides Ftnrum arc there abbre- 
viated in books. . . "^ 
CoMMdN RficovERiES. Set Common Pkas. 
CoNCORBA'NB*! LllCENTiA. See Firte Rctls^ 
CoN.CQRD^ See Co'Kmon Pleas. 

CoNFiRMATiON'-RoLLs, Containing 

Confirmations of charters and liberties of 

corporatipns,. religious boufc5*and colleges/ 

" aVid licences to give in mortmain ; from 

I Ed. Iv An, 1272, to the end of the reign 

o^Ed. IV 4n. 1483,— at the Tiw^r, 

From I R. 1 1 1. -^^ff. .1483 to 12 Ja. I. An. 1613^ 

— at the Reils. . 

'. Since iz Ja. I. they. are promifcuoufly ija* 
' roiled, wTth others,— on the Ptff^w/ ^a///,- 

CoNTROtMENT Rolls. Scc Kiitg's-BeKch'^ 

Conventual Leafes. Sec Leafes. 

Conveyances, . See Mimoranda^ * , 

. Corona Placit a. See PJacIta^ 

Coronation Rolls. * 

That of Ed^ II. and claiins of ieivices to-be 
done at the coronations of R. lli and lit. V. 

— attheTtfU'/r. ' ' ' 

Those of Ja. 1. Ch. 11. Ja. U '0^. and ^. 
queen Anne^ Geo. L and Giif\ II— at the S^s* 

Coroners.' ' ' /' ' ; ^ -* 

Writs to choofe cororfefs.*;- S^t'Comhrori Pleas, 
Coroners rolls, or Inquifitipns--<t^thc fife/^ 
ter Houfe,^' • — * .* ,i: ^" i\. 

' * v : • Co- 
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. WM«ofcoy€u»au SeeGwi»v«iPi!r<9, 
Council. 
Orp^hs of theCauncil,— ?kt.Ci?ir»4«/ Ckfff^^ 

So WE books of pr<]er^,r^ia joid Q^^tkrfjJ^^ 
trary. 

County Palatine of Lancfijler. Sec i?a/ri/ 
. Court. 

QouRT Rolls of 

. JM ANGUS, iof^f^ti^ if^fl%flfecl by !^ Csowiu 
Some atthe iRrMi>< p/'4^ ^;r<^«f^^. 
At xht Chapter Ihvfi/ / 

At the Jugment^iicH Qffici. 
A T .|Jae Auditor I of the Land Revenue^ . 

*T^i:bse Rolls »re chiefly from the t^tnt of 
iy. VII. to CL Linclufivc* 

Credentials* See Atnbajfadors. 
Crown* 
, G'R ant s from the Crowiu See Grants. 
MANoft^ poiTefled by the Crown. Si^q Court 
Rolls 

' Pe^ts dap to .the Crown.. Sec JHemorauda, ■ 

Pleas of the Crown. See Pladta Corona.. 

-i^T^oifTin ,lafi(ds. V Sep Loq/is. 

. AjccoiHiflr-pf.ainji^qt neyenues of the, Crown In 
fcveral counties before 27 H. VIIL — at the 

Hundreds. See Hundred Rolls^ 

Ac- 
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AmnAriTs of gooils fbr'iib^hi^ cuft'osis have 
becn«*fKiid. -Sec Mtrnvrunda. 

SaavEYs of^dJeaorics* Sec Skrwjtf- 

Dedzmus's. 
Tit fwfcat oflfcc5r&c. im»?9^Ci&.. K -A* ilft|gt . 
to tile ^fisot tJlme^i^^t:. this J^#/ljr JSdf ijl^ 

And Co!^vfeYA«^*s- Seer J»^Pi«#/to. 

Matters ccftcernfaig the dhbdese dT JR VllL 
from quMiv ^^^. — ^,tihi^ Cbffpyr Ii$t^^ 

Coc^ETs of 
R£^vEar£^ • . 
t>E?£Ds ihrot}«d)--A-See Cmm$n Phu. 
DbeqiTET Bdoks m i&Oi 'S^b$4pi&. ^SetBIss 
Rolfs. 

.l)OMEsnAY-Baoi^; 

At the Ri<eipi .of a>i Ex^ifmr. V««amef!d> 
reg. /«//.!. 

jSn Abridgment of Domefdny^^^zliMi Kh^i 
JUmemtmncer^s Office^ znd'^Cotton Lrir^iry, 
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DyxcflY of Cornwall. ^ctlVales^ 

: Graxts of jffi/toAlV* of 4wrs, landf ia/Corn- 
wall and Kent, to his brother Richafd duke 
of Gioticefteri and of divers land^ and officers 
after in many, parts of England/ Cotton Li- 

' ' *re2r>, jul/B/fiVib/Jul.Q'iV. ; ' '^^ 

DuTCHY Court' of Itf«ffl//f>,"'*' 

Bills, anfwers, ^boqjcs of ordei;s> dtcrtcs, and* 
other pfocctfdiftg^ in thir cbutt, frb^ the 
reign of Edw. IV. to the prefeni time-^in! 
the Office of. thc^cferk. of the c6iihcil of the 
faid Dutchy, in Grays Inn. 

r'MiNigVERs acejowicd, ftrveys"" of honours 
• ••^'jj^itbi^i the 4kid dutchy, leafeRt chartersv pa- 
tents, &c. of the faid court, froih 25 Ed.^ ilL 
-/^«..:J350/(^t: which time thd. d«tchy^a1l(^* 
^^T» copi^tj P^f tine were cre£led),— and regif\er 
*^ * or grants trom 50 Bt III. Jf«. U65 (wlifen 
that king granted the earldom' of LancaJUr 
to his fon Edmund)^ doVirn te^'thc prSfent 
time, — at the Office of the clerk of the.cpun-; 
,I!f^I a^Bfefaad dutchy totttt, \sx Gray's Inrt. 

CH^>TkR«,VtatSs, '&c. rdadng to- the dutchy 
of Lancafter. Harl. MSS. n. 2115. 

Copyhold cuftoms within tlic forveyof the 
Dutcli^ys^Lanniftisr for thi Noi^tti parts. . V. 
^.;-]4i,W. Lc^,. Ang. .P- X. tit, Cvstoms, Ma- 
' nors, &c. 

Ecclesiastical perfons and .benefices. See 
dxu ^^^fi^^^ r- '/■ . . . '.. v. 
Elegxts. See Common Pieas. 
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Enquiry. 
Writs of. See Common PUas. 

Commissions of. See Memoranda, 

Ektry. 

' Writs of entry, and tranfcripts* on writs of 
entry. See Common Pleas, 

Equity. 
Pr^ocebdings in the court of Exchequer. Sec 
' Exchequer* 

EkroR- . 
Writs of Error. Sec King's-Bench. 

CSCHEATORS BUNDLFS 

Are the inquifitions certified into the Ex- 
chequer, upon the offices found by .the ef- 
clieators of lands held of the king, after tht* 
death of his tenants. 

Calendar of cfcheators bundles^ in the reign 
of //. HI. Ed. L II. IIL R, IL H. lY.' 
V. and Ed. lV.--at the Tomr. 

See Inquijiiiones pojl Mortem. 

E«cuAGEs. See Red- Book, 

Essay Roll, ^^t Mint. 

ExAMI^MTION^. 

Of JJke the rebel, and others, concerning the 
infurrcftions in Lincblnjhire and . Torkjbire^ 
An, 1536, — at the Chapter Houje, 

Exchequer. 
Bills, anfwers, decrees, and other* equity 
proceedings in the court of Exchequei*, from 
I Eli%. An. 1558, to the-prefent time-i-at 
the King\ Remembrancer^ Office. 

P Plea. 
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Plea Rolls. See Plea, 
Rolls called memoranda. See Mtmoranda. 
Rolls called originaiia. See Orlginalia. 
Rolls of proceedings relating to ecclefiafiical 
perfons and benefices* See Benefices. 

Pjpe Rolls. See Pip-e, 

Sec Plea Ralls, 

Execution. , 

Writs of Execution. See King^s Bench. 

ExiGENTERS Rolls, 

Exigents. See Common PUas^ 

Extent. See Statuti Staple. 

Extracts of patents and grants from the Crown. 
Sec Originaiia^ 

Faculties. 

Clerk of the faculties, his accounts. See 
Jtcounts* 

Fairs, free warren, &c. See Calendar. 

Farmers, and colle£tors of cuftoms, fubfidies, 
and impofis« See Accounts. 

Fee Farm- See Rents and Grants. 

Fees. 

A book of ancient charters and fees. 

A book of fees paid at Berwick and Edinhurgh^ 
^2 Ed. III. Jn. 1357, — at the King's Rmenf 
hrancer^s Office. 

Sec Knights Fees. 
S^tKing^sFiCs. 

Fens. 
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Fens. 
Inquisitions about the fens in Nottingham 
and Darbyy in a bag with the Plactta de ^U9 
JFarranto, temp. Ed, lIL-at tiic Receipt of 
the Exchequer., 

Feodaries. Sec Wards. . 

Fiats. See King^s Bench, 

Filacers Rolls.. See Common Pleas. 

Files. Records fo called. See King^s Bench, 

Fine Rolls. 
Where any maney was paid to the king for 
licence to alien lands, and fines pro Licentia 
Conccrdandiy &c. 

From 6 \i\Xig John, Jnx 1204, to the end of 
the reign of Ed. IV, An. 1483, — at the 
Tower, 

From 1483 to 15 Charles I. Jn, 1639 — at tl¥& 
Roils. 

Fines. 
From the latter end of the rei^n of //. II. An, 
1688, — at the Receipt of the Excb^q er. 

From 1688 to the prefent tia)e,-^at tlie Cujln 
BreviuffCs Office. 

Entries of king's money upon fines. See 
Common Pleas, 

Feet of fines, *or Pedes Finhm, — at tl>e Chc/p* 
ter Houfe. 

See Common Plea's, 

First Fruits. 
The cdi!rt of firft fruits and tenths was erefted 
by ftatutc 32 ti yiU. 

.? 2 Ac- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Il6 CENERAL ACCOUNT. OF 

Accounts of the receiver of the firft fruits. 
See Accounts. 

Flanders, 

Treaties and tranfaftions with Flanders^ 
from 8 M II. An. ii6i, to lO H. IV. An, 
1408, — at the Chapter Houfc. 
ToREiGN Accounts. 

Rolls of foreign accounts, containing fub- 
iidies, aids, &c. — Thofe few that are before 
the Revolution, An. 1688, are — at the Court 
of Exchequer, 

From 1688 to the prefent time, — at the P//'/ 
Office. 
Foreign Rolls. See Treaty Roils. 

Forests. 
Placita Forestje, perambulations and 
other proceedings relating to the forefts, 
from 10 king Johx^ An. 1298, to the end of 
the reign of £^y. III. An. 1377, — are at the 
Receipt of the Exchequer \ except forae peram- 
bulations of forefts, in the 7 and 29 Ed. I. 
which are — at the Tower. 
Since the time oi Ed. 111. the proceedings be* 
fore the juftices \n Eyre feem not to have 
been regularly tranfmitted into the Treafuria 
of the Exchequer, which is the reafon, pro- 
bably, that we have no more remains ot fo- 
reft proceedings fince that time, but thefc 
following i viz. 

A Book of proceedings before the lieutenants 
of the chief juftice in, Eyre, of the forefts on 
the North of Trent y ^ in the 30 and 31 
Ji. VIII.---at the Riceipt ofthg Exchequer. 

For- 
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Forest claims and proceedings in the Swaini'* 
moteCQMXt^ in 10 and 11 Ch.,[. See 6 wain i^ 
mote, 

A Bundle of perambulations, 17 Cb. I. jfn. 
1641, and writs for elefting verderors, from 
9 Ch. I. j1». i632» to the prcfent time — at 
the Petty Bag Office. 

Claims, perambulations, and other proceed- 
ings before Jubre de Vere^ chief juftice in 
Eyre of the fprefts on this fide the Trent^ m 
the new foreft in Hampjhire^ and fValtham 
forcft in Effex^ in the reign of CA^r/^i II.— 
at the Raceipt of the Exchequer, 

Placita et Charts Foreft ae de Shir wood, 
8 Ed, III. ad temp. Hen. VI. HafL MSS. 
n^ 4954- 

De forefta & limitibus foreftae de Wendefledal, 
de maneriis de Ravington, WeftwiltonJ Cot- 
ton Lib. Fauft. B. 7. 

bfQijisiTio foreftae de Inglewood fa£ta temp. 
hen. III. Cotton Lib. Jul. B. 12. 

Eyre del Foreft de New Windfor, Tr. Vac. 
8 Car. I. Hari. MSS. n. 1330. 

Notes taken at a juftice-feat for the foreft of 
Windfor, in com. Berks. Sept 24, 1652. 
The earl of Holland chief juftice in Eyre. 
DodfwortVs MSS. n. 7813. 

Itinera Forefta de Deane. Hale MSS. n. 45. 

J, Treatise upon forefts, parks, chafes, and 
free warrens. 2. Judicial precedents concern- 
ing the fame. 3. A charge to the juftice m 
Eyre in foreft caufes. Hart MSS. n. 5'94- ' 

Fro* 
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Proclamation of qubca Eif%. of afiart and 
disforefied lands, and coUe&ions touching 
the fame. Cotton Z/^. Fauft. C. 2. , 

Rights <Mf the king's forefts. Cotton Library. 

Vefp. F.4. 
Tract ATUs dc Legibus Forefta?. Hale MSS« 

n.43. 
Sec alfo Bib. Leg. Ang. P. I. fit. Custom s^ 

Forefis. 

Forfeited Estates. 

Special conimiffions, inquifitions, and tra- 
verfes, relating to forfeited eftates, — a few in 
the reign of Ja, I. and from 13 Ch, 1. /fn^ 
1637, to the prefent time, — at the Petty Bag 
OJfce. 

^ Rolls of forfeited eftates given away by new- 
grants from the Crown— -beginning 15 E^^ 
II. An, ^1^11 — at the Tower. 

Surveys, &c. of forfeited eftates in the reign 
of queeh Eiiz, — at the King*s Rememhranctr*s 
Office in the Temple^ 

Some accounts, furveys, &c. temp. H. VIII. 
— at the Chapter Houfe. 

Forfeitures on penal laws. Sec Memoranda, 

Foundations of 

Abbies, priories, colleges, fchools, &c. with 

lands and privileges granted to them,— af 

the Tower, 

Westminster chapel. See Weflmlnjifr^ 

.^AGDALEN collegc at Qxford^'^T^ tlic Chapter 
' Houfe. 

France. 
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France, 
Treaties and tranfaftions with France^ frotn 
38 H, III. An, J254, to 10 J a. I. An, 16 1 2. 
— at the Chapter Houf', 

Franchises and liberties. Sec ^io J^arrant§ 
^ Mtmoronda, 

French Rolls. 
One Roll of treaties in the reign of if. I. and 
kiug JiJm — ^at the Chsfttr kicuje. 

From \ Ed, II. An. 1307, to the end of £^* 
J V. An. 1 483, — at the Tower, 

Genxral Pardons. See Patent Roils 
Germany. 

Treaties . and tranfa£);Ions with Girmany^ from 
6 Ed. L Aft. 1278, to 25 Eliz. An. 1582,-^ 
at the Chapter Houje. 

Gaoi. Deliveries, 

From the beginning of the reign of Ed^ I. An. 
1272, to the end of the reign of //. VI. /^«« 
1460, and fome fev; in the reign oi Ed. IV. 
— at the Chapter Houfe. 

Commissions of gaol delivery,— on the back 
of the Patent Rolls. 

Grants. 

Books of inrollment of grants in fee, or for 
term of years, from the Cr^wn^ from the 
latter end of the reign of H^ VI LL to the 
prefent time, — at the Auditor i of tht Land iJ#- 
venue Office^ 

Extracts of grants. Sec Originalia* 

Or the Dutchy court. See Duichy Court. ' 

7 In 
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In fee farm, 

Of charters and liberties, 

Offices, 

Wardships, See Patent Rolls. 

ConfirjMATion of grants Sec Conjirmath 

Rolls. 
Of forfeited eftates. See Forfeit id Eftates. 

To abbies, monafleries, &c. — in the Charts- 
Rolls at the T<.wer, 

See Afemoranda, 
Great Roj-l. See Pipe Roll. 
Great Seal. See Patents and Memoranda^ 
Habeas Corpus. See King*S'Bench. 
Hanapier. 

Clerk of the hanapier, his accounts. ^e( 
Accounts* 

Heirs. 

Book of heirs, containing the names of per 
fons who had offices found in the time ol 
//. III. declaring who were their heirs, and 
their age ; and fometimes mentioning theii 
wives, with the counties wherein they had 
any lands — at the Tower. 

KooKS of the fame nature in the reigns o( 

Ed. I. Ed. II. Ed. III. Ric. II. Hen. IV.ani 

i/. V. — ?Xt)it Tower. 

Holland. 

Treaties and tranfaftions with Holland and 
the United Provinces, 

From 19 H. VL An,, i/^^o^ to 22 Ja» I- ^^* 
i624-*-at the Chapter Houfee 

HoMAfS 
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HoMACE done by the Scotch nobility to £J. I. 
— atthcTW/r. 

Hospitals. 
Surveys of hoipitals. See Surveys. 

Houses. 
Duty on houfes. See Tax» 

Hundred Rolls, being regifters of the tenures, 
cuftoms, &c. of hundreds, made about 7 Ed. I. 
— at the Tower. 

Hustings, 
Records of the court of huftings,— at the 
Chamber of London, viz. at the Town Clerk^s 
Office, beginning 20 i?. VII. See London. 

Idiocy. See Lunacy. 

Jewels. 
lNt>E'NTtrREs and inventories of jewels,— 
fome — at the Chapter Houfe^ fome — in lord 
Oxford's Library ^ 

Jews. 
Several records relating to the Jews,— at the 
Tovuer. 

Imposts, 
Accounts of colleftors of inipofts. See /c- 
^counts. 

Indentures of 
The Mint. See Mint. 

The Jewel House and wardrobe, fome — at 
the Chapter Bou/e, and fome at lord Oxford's 
Library, 

Indexes to 
The Records of King*s-Bench and Common 
PleaSy — ^at the Chapter Houfe. 

CL The 
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The Assise and Quo Warranto Rolls,-*— at' tlie 
Chapter Houfe. 

Indictments. See Kin^s Bench. 

Informations in the Klng^s-Bencb. :See Kinds'* 
Bench, 

On feizures. Sec Memoranda. 

Personal informations for forfeitures oa the 
penal laws. . See Memoranda. 

Inquisitio Gheldi. V. Bib. Leg. Ang* P. !•• 
tit* Records. 

iNqUlSlTlONS. 

Ad Quod Dampmum, from i Ri» II. An, 
1307, to the end of the reign of i7. V. 
An. 1422 — at the Tower. 

From I R. III. y^n, 1483, to -the end of the 
x^xgw oilVtlL III. An, 1702 — attheiZ^///. 

From 1702, to the prefent time, at the Petty 

Bag, 
Of Lairds efctieated. See Tejla de NevlL 
CoMMissiONERSf of charitable ufes. See Cow- 

mjjionersy &c. 
Lunacy and Idiocy. See Lunacy^ 
Coroners. See Coroners. 
About the Fens. See Fens. 
U/BaN Outlawries. See Common Pleai* 
Post Mortem, from i H. 111. Jn. 1216, to 

the end of the reign of B. III. An. 1485,— 

at the Towey, Various . others, :,.Ci//tf/r JL/- 
,^~brary^ ]\A. B. I2. 

.Fjom 
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Frdm 1485, to 2p Cb. I. -//«. 1644, at the 
Ro/Ii I C3^cept fome bundles from 31 Eliz. 
Jn. 1589, to the faid 20 Cb. 1, wiiich arc 
—at the Petty Bag Qfi.e. 

Auth:pntic tranfcripts, or duplicates of the 
Inquifitiones Poft Mortem, fincetheerefting 
of the court of wards,, jfn. 32 i?. VIII, ^n^ 
1540, are among the records of that court, 
— at the Chapter Hcufe. 

See Calendar and Efcheators Bundles^ 

See JVardi and Liveries. 

iNROLI-MENt of 

Grants from the Crown. See Grants^ 

• Deeds. See Common Pleas, 

Patents, with privy feat bilk for the fame, 
from 1 Queen jfnne to the prefent time,— at 
Petty Bag Office^ • 

The Jointure of Katherine queen Dowager ^^^ 
at the jiuditors'ofthe Land Revenue: 

The Imrollment office in Chancery was con- 
ftituted by letters patent v6 Euz, Jn, 1573, 
for the inrollment of recognizances, deeds,. 
&c. in chancery ; and there are books kept 
of all the iiirollm.^nts made in it fince its firft. 
inftitution. . 

Institutions; 
Certificates of inftitutions, from 57 Eliz. 
Jn, 1594, to the prefent time, — at ti>e Firji 
Fruits Office.. 

Interhocatories, in kingVBeHch. See King's' 
Btncb* 
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Inventories of the goods, plate, jewels, fcc.' 
of Sir William StanUy^ bifliop of -E/y, carl o£ 
Oxford, cardinal iVo'fey, Thomas Cromwell^ 
lord Monteagle, and lady Hunger for d, ih the 
reigns of H. VIL and H. VIII.— at the 
Chapter Houfe. 

Ireland, , 

Charters, commiffions, &c, relating to Ire^ 

Idnd^ from the reign of H. IIL — at the 

Tower. 
Papers relating to the affairs of /r^/anrf, in a 

prefs-:-at the King^s Remembrancer's Office. 

Some, temp. H. VIII.— at the Chapter Houfe. 

Italy. 

Treaties and tranfaftions with Italy^ 

From 26 Ed. III. Jn. 1351, to 19 H. VIIL 
An. 1527, — at the Chapter Houfe. 
Iter rolls, or rolls of proceedings before the 
juftices itinerant, — at the Receipt of the Ex- 
chequer. 
Placita ItlneraB varla. Holers MSS. 

Judgments. 

On Scire Facias^s, and on declarations for and 

againft officers of the court of chancery. 

Sec Chanctry. 
On Franchises and liberties. See ^0 War^ 

rants. 
Alphabetical lift of judgments. See Com* 

mon Pleas. 
DocQUET book to judgments^ in the Exche* 

quen S^c Pitas. 

4 JUDI- 
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JuDiCi Al^ Writs. Sec Ktng^s Bench. 

Kings at arms^ their vifitations. See Fijtta^ 
thnt, 

KingVBench^ 
The Judicature of the king's court, or CW-> 
ria ^egiSf began- to be divided, and Com- 
mon* Pleas referved to a court then newly 
ereftcd, called the Banky in the reign of 
if. I. or king Jobn^ which divifion of the 
courts was compleated in the reign of H, III. 
By degrees the phrafe Curia Reps was dif- 
ufed, and the proceedings in that court 
(now called the King' S' Bench] were faid to 
be Coram Rege, or Coram Domino Rege^ and 
the proceedings in the Common Picas were 
faid to be in Banco, 

RotiLs of the court of King's -Bench, from 6 
R, I. An, 1 195, to the end of the reign of 
H. V. An. 1-422, — ^at the Chapter Houfe. 
. Indexes to ditto, — at the Chapur Houfe.. 

Rolls from 1422 to the prefent time, — at the 
Kwg*S' Bench Trea/ury. 

RECORD'S of attainders, in the Baga de Sicretis^ 
— ^at the King^s Bench Treafury. 

Other proceedings in this court; fuch» as 
memorandums of all caufes and profecutions 
commenced each term, — in the Bag Rolls. 

DocQUETs of the proceedings \x\ each caufc 
every term, from the appearance to judg* 
nient^ pardons,. &c, — in the Controllmtnt < 
Rolls. • 

Writs 
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Writs original and judicial — kidiftixients^— 
. appeals — informations— Writs of Error —- 
mandamtis*s— -habeas corpus--^-fcire facias — 
nodtanters, &c.™writs of execution for trea- 
fon, &c. — capias's, &c.— levaries, &c. re- 
turns of refcues, and to writs of mandamus, 
in the Special ffrh RM. 

Records called Files ; fomc for the leveral 
writs above-mentioned— for recognizances— 
articles of tlie peace, &c.-*-fiats— -king's pro- 
cefs— interrogatories and depofitions before 
the Revolution, 1688 — at the King^s^Bench 
Treajury. From 1688, to the prefent time, 
—at the Creum Office. 

]&ing's Fees. See Te/ia de NtvlU 

King's Money. 

Entries of king's money upon fines.^. Sec; 
Common P/eas. 
King's Process. See King^s-Bench. 
Kirby's Inquest. V. Bibl. Leg.-Ang. P.L tit. 

Records. 

Knights Fees^ j 

• Book of knights fees in the time of king 
Ed. I. 
Another book of the like nature, | 

Book of knights fees and; fubfidies, temp.^ 
H. VI. — at the King^s Remembrancer^ i Office, 

A Book of all knights fees — at the Treajuret^i \ 
Remembrancer's OJUce,. 

Lancaster. See Dutchy Courts \ 

r Lands; ' 
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.Lands, 

Which came to the Grown by attainders, pur- 
chafe, diiTolution of religious houfes, &c. 
See MiniJIers Accounts^ 

Abbey lands, 

Crown lands, 

.Of perfons outlawed. See Leafes. 

Held in grand or petty ferjeanty. . See Tejla dg 
Nevil, 

Deeds of fale, gift, purchafe and exchange of 
lands made in former times, beginning ki 
Ed. I.— at the Chapter Hottfi. 

Evidences relating to Hugh de Spencer* s knds> 

and feverai others,—- at the Chapter Hsuje. 
^tt Accounts J Surveys. Rentals. 
Land Tax. See Tax. 
Leagues. See Treaties. 
• Leases .of 

Crown landsy and of lands of perfons out- 
lawed, in the reigns of H. \ III. Ed. VL' 
PA, and M, EUz. and a few in Ja. I. — at the 
JugmentatUn Office. 

From the beginning ofja. I. jtn. 1603, ^^ ^^^ 
prefent time> — at the Leafe Office m Grafs* - 
Inn. 

That pafs the great fcal. See Ratent Rolls. 

Conventual leafes, before the .diflblution of 
the convents, in the reign of H. VIII. 
at the .Augmentation Office. 

I'EASES . 

By the Crown of abbey lands, after the diffohi- 
tion,— 'at tlic Augmentation Office* 

Digitized by GoOg-^^^ 
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Particulars for Icafes in the time of//. VIII. 
queen Elix. and Ja. L — at the jiugmentation 
Ufflct. 

DuTCHY court of Lancqfter. Sec Dutcby 
Court, 

Of Mines. Sec Afma^ 

Leidger Books of 

JKexigious houfes. See ReTtgUus Houfes. 

See Cartularies* 

Letters and Cyphers of 
Public minifters and ambafladars to H. VIIL 
cardinal IVolfey^ and lord Cromwell^ &c. 

'^From cardinal PjooU to H. VIII. and to the 
council, temp. //. VIII. — at the Cbapttr 
Houfe. 

Foreign kings, princesi and cardinals, — at 
the Tcwer* 

Several — at the Vapet Office in Whitehall and 
Gretn Cloth, 

Letters of our princes, and their minifters,— 
in lord Oxford* $ Library. 

Volumes of letters, to and from H. VIII. 
cardinal IVolfej^ lord Burleigh^ &c.— in the 
bifliop of "Ely^s Library, 

Letters of our kings, queens, &c. — in tlie 
Cotton Library. 

Letters Patent. 

Several — at the Augmentation Office^ and Chap* 
ter Houfe y &c. 

See Patents. 

Leva- 
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Lbvaries. Sec KingU'-B^ncK 

Liberate Rolls, 

Are rolls of writs direfting the payment of 
penfions, or fuin« of money out of the Ex- 
chequer, or to a Iheriff to deliver poflcffiou 
of lands or goods extoi^ded. 

From 2 king John, An. 1200, to the end of 
Ed. IV. An. 148^, — at the Tower^ 
Liberties and Franchises. 

See Sl'to IVairantOy Memoir anda^ Calendar^ Patent 
Rolls. 

Licences of 
Alienation, 

All forts, that pafs the great fcaL See Patent 
Rclli. 

Mortmain, See Mirtma'-n, 

LicENTiA CoNcoRDANpi. Sco Fine Rolls^ 

Liveries. 

Court of wards and liveries. See ^if^r/jf and. 

Lizferies. 
Special liveries. Sec Patent Rolls 2ini fVards* 

London, 
Placita inter oppida Hanfeatica et Londi- 
nenfes, Cotton Lib. Titus. B. 6. 

De Placitis ad Huftengum London, tentis 
K,oEdw. III. Harl. MSS. n, 743. 8. 

De Libertate Civium Londonienfum. Ib.n. 
746. 7. 

Register of all the bailijffs, mayors, and 

(heriffs of London, from tiic* 1. to 10 Hen. 

VI, with a chionicle of many confiderable 

R occur- 
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occurrences in every year. •Cotton Lih. J«l. 
B. I. — Other matters concemiijg the city of 
London^ i» tbefamf Library, 
Sbvehal MS. collcftions relating to the cnf- 
toms, laws, and privileges of London, are 
among the MSS. in the Mufeum. V. Ayf- 
.cougWs Catalog4ie,~~ V, I. p. 279. 
Other colledions are alfo in the library of 
Francis Hargrave, Efq. having been lately 
, in the pofleffion of Paul Feilde, Efq. 
• See alfo Bibl.;Leg. Ang. P. I. tit. Custom-^, 
&c. London. 

•Lunacy. 

Commissions ..and inquifitions of lunacy and 
idiocy, from the laft year oi ChJA. An, 1648, 
to the prefent tiqie, — at the iPcity Bog Offici, 

-Majgna Gharta. V. ante III. 

Mandamus. See Kings-Bench. 

Manors formerly poflefled by the -Crown. Sec 
Cfturt RolUy Surveys^ CaLndar, 

Marshalsea, 

Records relating to marlhalfcabufincfs,— at 
th^^aper Offict. 

Members of Parliament. .Certificates of their 
qualifications. See Parliament, 

Memoranda. 

Roi^Ls of the court of Exchequer, xalled Me^ 
moranda^ containing writs of Scire Facias, for 
recovering debts due to the Crown — extents 
•— commiffions of enquiry-^informations on 
feizures made in the feveral ports o{ England— 
perfonal informations for forfeitures on the 
,pcnal.la\v3 — tranfcripts of. outlawries, and the 

. feveial 
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Jeveral proceedings on all riiefcwritf-^rccog- - 
iHzances — proficrs (being money «paid by the 
iheriffs half-yearly)— Several grants and pa- 
tents under the great and- privy feal— war- 
rants and conflitiitit>ns under the iign ma- 
nual— feveral deeds and conreyance^ - made 
by private perfons — affidavits of goods for 
which cuftoms. have been paid— — 
From the beginning of the reign of /if. III. 
An. 12 16, ro the prcfenttimc, — at the Kln^i- 
Remtmbrancer^s Office. And 

Cai.eni>ars of the above Mimaranda, in « 

books called Booky de Jgendis, from the reign *. 

of Ed. L 
Rolls called Memoranda^ containing, pleadings 

and proceedings relating to tenures^^ fran- - 

chifes, privileges, &c. 
FiiOM the beginning of the reign of H. IIL 

An. 1 216, to the prefent time,— ^at- the Tr/a-* 

furer^s Remembrancer's Office^ . 

Memoranda 

Of caufes and profecutions in the King's- 
Bench. See King's^Bemh, 

Memorials with foreign princes, &c. — at the • 
Paper Office* 

A Lease .made by R, IL of his mines of gold > 
and fiiver in Gloueefiirjhire aKd Someffttjhiri 
for 7 years, — at the Chapter Houfe^ • 

Bundles of letters relating to the mines in 
England^ with inftruft ions and contradls, , 
temp. i7* VIIL— at the Chapter Houfe^ . 

R.-2 Mi-^- 
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Ministers AccorwTs* 

Rolls of minifters accaur>ts, Gontainii>g ac- 
counts of lands or ppflTeflions which came to 
the Crown by attainder, purcliafe, dkflblu- 
tion of religions houfcs, and the like. 

BsFOltE tlie reign of H. VllL — at tlie jfug- 
mentation Office. 

From //. VIIL to Ch^ L inclufive, there are 
foiBe — at the /lugnuniatton OjficCy and fame 
in rooms over or adjoining to th* Exchequer^ in 
cuftody of the Auditors of the Ljnd Revenue. 

In the dutchy court of LancaJIer, See Dutchy 
Courts 
Ministers and ambaffadors IctteFS. See Letters. 

Mint. 

An Assay Roll m the reign of Ed. I. and 
indentures between the kings of England^ 
and. mafters and workers of the mint, in the 
reigns of Ed, HI. H. VL. EdAY. R. III. 
H. VII. «. VIII. f^/. VI. queen Mory and 
queen £//z. and Ch. I. with other papers re- 
lating to the mint, — at the Chapter H^ufe. 

See Pipe Rotts. 

State of the mint in feveral reigns,^ — ^at lord 
Oxford^ i Library^ 

Accounts of wardens of the mint. See^<r- 
csunts.. * 

Minute Book of tlie court of Exchequer. Sec 

Plea Rolls. 
Mittimus. S&q^ Common Pleas* 
Monasteries. 

Surrenders of feveral monafteries to., Car* 
diiiai ff^olfy^ — at the Chapter Hoife. -" 

. SUR- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XAW9 AND LA.W-WRITE^llS. |^j 

Surrenders of religious houfcs to Hi VIIL 
— at the Augmentation Office* 

Rerorts of vHitOTS of monaftcries and re- 
ligious houfes, temp, i/, Vlil. — in the Lhap^ 
ter Houfe* 

Letters to lord Cromwell^ temp. H. Vllt 
relating the ftate of the monafteries and dif- 
orders of the monks, &c. — at the Chapter 
Houfe, 

Two bags of furveys of diffolvcd monafteries, 
—at the Receipt of the Exch quer. 

A Book concerning the monaftery of St. Ju* 
guftine^s m Kent^ the lands and charters 
thereof. 

Book concerning the monaftery of G^a^^m; ia 
com. Uxon. 

Book concerning the monaftery of Malm/bury^ 

Book concerning the monaftery of New Palace^ 
in Sherwood^ their charters, monuments, and 
pleas, and land purchafed, 

Book of the Rolls' m the Tower^ concerning 
the monafteries of IVymhcombe and Hales^ and 
divers manors belonging to them, — at the 
Ktngi tcetf.embrdncet^s Office ^ 

Several chartularies of monafteries — at th^ 
Cotton Library^ 

Chartularies and leidger books of St* AU 
harCs^ Bromhalm^ Kin^io/i^ LangUy^ &c.'^ia 
the bifliop of Ely's Library. 

See Abbies — Priories — Religious HoufeS^^-^Convtri'- 
tueU LeafeS'^Surveys, 

SuR- 
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S(TR7£Ys of monaftcries, — ^at the Jugmentaiim 
Office^ and at the Firfi Fruitt Office: 

Gertificates of cotnmiffibners appointed to 
furvey tlie I'mall monaftcries^ ^v. 28 H. VIIL 
See Surveys* 

MoRTMAIN^. 

A Roll of landa^given in mortmain in Lon/ion^ 
from the 7th to 30 £ii. I.-i-at the Recn'pt vf 
ihs Exchequer, 

Licences to give in mortmaia. See Confirm- 
tnatton Ro L 

Licence of mortmain, ao H. VIII. to Car- 
dinal ^<?^>'^ for. appropriating divers lands 
to ^ his college at Ipfwich'i^dX the Chapter 

MtrsTERs m H. Vlllth-s time^-r-at tht Chapter 
Houfi. 

Navarre. 
Treaties and tranfaiftions with ATtfVtfrr^, from 
I R. II. /«. lyi^y to 4 H. VIIL Jtt. 1512, 
— at the Chapter tiouje. 

Navy. 

Treasurers of,.. 

Victuallers of, -r-fce AccMxts. 
Nobility, 

Patents of creation of nobtemeny — ^at the 

Their honours and dcfcentsv-r-at the iifrtf/// 

^^i^^> and 
Several — in lord Or/ir<:^'s Library, 

HoMAOE done by the Sr^f^* nobility to iE:/. I» 
See Homnge. 

Noc- 
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NocTANTERS. -Scc King^s^Utncb. 

Nomina VnxARUM. V.ante fub rcg/^^. 11. 

NoRN^AN RaLi»e. 
In the reigns of king Johuy H. IV. and H. V. 
•—at the Tawet^ 

•Officers of 
The court erf" Cliancery, judgments, and dc^ 
clarations i&c and againft them. See Ckan^ 
cery^ 

I Great Otficbrs accounts. See Accwnn. 

\ 

Offices. 
Grants of offices. See Patent Rolls. 
Surveys of ecdeliailical offices and promo- 
tions. Scc Surveys, 

Bonds for dae execution of offices. See B^ndi. 

•Orders. 
Bt lord ftewards. See Stewards. 

Of the court of Exchequer. Sec Plea RolU. 

Ordnance. 
Accounts of the office of ordnance. See Ac* 
counts. 

Ordinances of parliament. See Parliament, 

Orioinal Writs. Ste Klng's-^Bench znd Com» 
man Pleau 

Oriqinalia. 
Rolls of the court of Exchequer, .called OrU 
gtnalia, containing extrafts of patents and 
grants from the Crown. Froni about tlie 
beginning of the reign of H. 111. 4h. 1216, to 
theprefent time, — ^t the Trea/urer's Remem* 
^rancer^s Office, 

.\ Out- 
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Outlawed Persons. 

. Leases of their lands. See Leafes^ 

Outlawries. See Common PUas and Afem»» 
rcnda^ 

Pardons. See King^s-Bitich. 
Of Alienation, 

<3eneral and fpecial, — fee Patent Rolls. 
Parliament Rolls. 
In the reign of Ed, I. beginning the 18th year 
of his reign, An. 1 289, and a book of the 
faid rolls abbreviated, — at the Receipt vf tbk 
Exchequit\ 

From 5 Ed. 11. jtn. 131 1, to the end of tlie 

reign of Ed. IV. /in. 1483 — at the Tcwer. 
Prom 1483, to the prefenttime, — at the Roi/s^ 

Oke roll 7 H. V. Jn. 1419, and aft of Re- 
fumption, %% H. VI. An, 145O,— at th« ^*- 
ceipt of the Exchequex^ 

Copies of the Bolls of parliament from EJ. T, 
to the end of the reign of ^ VII, — in the 
€ZTlo{'SuJ/ix's Library. 

A large, colleftion of copies of thefe originals 
are in the Cotton Library^ and among Haic*s 
'^ MSS. V. Rotuli Parltament^rumj Bibl. Leg., 
Ang. ?• I. ///. Parliament. • 

Writs of fummons and returns to parliament. 

Thefe Wfits^ and writs for knights ond burgejfes 
wages ^ are ftr the mo ft fart on the back of ibe 
Clofe Rolls, and fmetimes^ though rarely^ en 
ii)e back of the Patent Rolls. 

JFrom 
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From 49 //. III. Jn. 1264, to 17 £i. IV, ^«. 

1477, — ^^ ^h^ 7c«;^r. 
From 33 H. VIIL i^«. 1541, to 16 CA, I. i/«. 

1640, — at the M/s. 

From tlie Rcftoratlon to 7 Gto. L An^ 1721, — 
at the Petty Bag, 

From 1721, to the prefent tiine, — in cuftoUjf 
of the Cleik of the Crown in Chancery^ 

Petitions in parliament. ~ 
In tlie reigns of Eci. \\\. R. 11. //. IV, V. VI. 
and Ed. IV. — at the Tower. 

Certificates of the qualifications of mem* 
bers of parliament. 

In the reigns of <iueen Anne^ Geo. J. and Geo, II. 
~at the Petty Bag and Crown Office. 

Acts, ordinances, and jotirnak of parliament, 
in the cuftody of the Clerks. 

Calendar or coUeidion out of all the parlia- 
ment rolls of attainders, reftitutions and re- 
fumptions, from 29 i7. Ill, An. 1245, to the 
jeiid of bis peign. An. 1272,— at the Tofver. 

Placita parliaraentaria, V. ante fub regx 
Ed. 1. 
Parsonages. 

Surveys of patfonages. See Sttrveys^ 

PATENt Rolls, 
On thefe are inrolled all grants in fee-farm — 
all leafes that pafs the great feal — ^grants of 
charters and liberties — grants of offices — li- 
cences and pardoos of alienation — prefenta- 
• tions (formerly but not of late) fpecial ii- 
' veries — ^grants of wardfliips— Ipecial and ge- 
\ S neral 
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neral pardons — licences of all forts that pafs 
the great feal. Oh the back of thefc rolls 
>re commiffions of the peace — commiilions 
of fewers, &c. — and all commiffions and 
proclamations that pafs the great feal. 

From 3 king John^ An. I20I, to the end of 
the reign of Ed. IV. An. 1483, — ^at the 
Tower. 

From 1483, to the end oiWilL IH. An. 170a, 

— at the RqUs. 

From 1702, to the prcfent time, at the 

Pmy Bag Qffi.e. 

One roll 7 king John^ An. 1205, 

One roll, from i Ed. II. ^n. 1307, to \\Bd. 
If. An. 1320, 

Rolls of 22, aj, and 24 H. VI..— at the 
Receipt of Exchtquer. 

Extracts out of the patent rolb of matters 
relating to iVales. Sec IVeLh Rolls. 

Patents and grants from the Crown. 
Extracts of them in the rolls called Origi- 
nalia. See Originalia^ 

Some in the Memoranda rolls. See Memoranda. 

So mi; at the Augmentation Office. 

Some at the Chapter Houfe^ 

Of the dutchy court of Lancajier. " See Dutchy 
Court. 

' Of creation of noblemen, — at the Towevm 

See Inrolment of Patents. 

Patronages. See Certificates. 

Peace, 
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Peace. 
Articles of the peace. Sec King'^t-Bench. 

Commissions of the peace: Sec Patent Rclls, 

Treaties of peace. See TreailiU 

Pedes Finium. See Common Pleas, ' 

Pensions given by the Pope, French King, and 
others, to Cardinal ffoifey^-^zt the Chapter 
Houfe. 

Perambulations of Forefts 
Are the furveyings, or walking about the li- 
mits of forefts, by certain judges or other 
officers, to fet down and preferve the metes 
and bounds thereof. See Fore/ii. 

Petitions in Parliament. See Parliament. 

Philazers Rolls. See Filacers Rolls. 

Pipe Rolls 
Are rolls of the Exchequer, otherwife called 
the Great Rollsy in which are ftatcd the ac- 
counts of the revenue. 

One roll of 3 king Stephen^ An, 1139, (as is 
fuppofed) and from 1 H, II. An. 1154, to 
the Revolution, Jin, 1688, — at the Caurt cf 
Exchequer, 

From 1688, to the prefent time, — at the Pip 
Office in Grays Inn, 

One pipe toVi'^John 1201, at the Receipt oftbi 
Exchequer, 

RoTULi Compotorum, containing accounts of 
the iffaes of the great offices of the wardrobe, 
Cttftoms, butlerage of EngUmd, mitit, Sec.-— 
— ^at the Pipe Office. 

See Foreign JccQtmts. . , ; 

S a Pla- 
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Placita.Coron-«. 
From 15 H. Ill, An. 1232, to the end of 
Ed. III. An. 1377, — at the Chapter Houfe. 

From 38 to 43 Ed. III. and from 4 to 19 

Hen. VL Harl, M:!S. w.^oSS. 
FORESTiE. ScG Fcre/f. 
De Quo Warranto. See ^0 Warrcntu 

Pleadings 

Upon franchifes and liberties. See ^0 War- 
ranto and Memoranda. 

Plea Rolls of the court of Exchequer. 

These begin in Edw, I*s time (of which 
reign there is one roll), from which time 
down to the end of Ja^ 1. An^ 1625, ^W 
are — in the Office of the CUrk of the Pleas of 
Wejiminjler. 

From i ChA. An^ 1625, to- the prefent tune, 
—at the Offce of the PleaSy at Lincoln* s- Inn, 

Rolls of pleas and proceedings in the court of 
Exchequer, relating to ecclefiaftical peKfons 
and benefices* See Benefices. 

Plea Rolls of the court of Exchequer. 

Books of orders of the court of Exchequer — 
minute-books — minutes of orders, from 
which' books of orders were made — writ- 
books (being entries of Quo Minus's, and 
the daily iffues, &c.) appearance -books Ccon- 
taining the appearance of defendants, &c.)— 
Docquet books, referring to the rolls and 
judgments, beginning temp. £//%.— -files of 
bills in caufes — ^files of writs returned — ^from 
I Ch. I. An. 1625, to the prefent time,— at 
the Office of Pleas al Lincoln's- Inn. 

Beforb 

3 
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LAWS AND LAW-WRITBRS. . j^j 

Before that time, — at the Offia 9/ thi Cigrk tf 
the Pleas at Wejlminjler. 

Pleas of the Crown. See Platita Conna. 
Popes. 
Bulls. See Bulk. 

Supremacy. Sec Supremacy^ 

Pens I o N s . See Penjions. 

Several books relating to the Pope, temp* 

fi. VIII.— at Xht Chapter Houfe, 

Popish Convicts. See Certificates^ and-£/W*j- 
Bench. 

Port Bonds. See Bonds, 

Port Books. 
Containing entries of all goods and mer- 
chandizes imported, exported, and carried 
coaftways, which are annually returned by 
the cuftoms and patent officers of the feveral 
ports,-r-at the King^s Remembrancer's Office. 

Portugal. 
Treaties and tranfaftions with PortugaL 

From 47 Ed^ III. An. 1372, to 5 H. Vll. Jn. 
1489, — ^at the Chapter Houfe. 

Po s T E A s . See Common Pleas, 

Postmasters Accounts. See Accoimis. 

P&EBENDS. 

Surveys of prebends. See Surveys/ 

Prerogative Court. 
The ancient courfe and cuftoms of proceeding 
in divers matters in the prerogative court. 
HarU MSS. n. 1877. 99. 

Pre- 
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Presentations. 

See Patent Rolls. n 

A Collection out of the patent rolls of all 

prefeiitatioiis made by the king to any 

church, prebend, ot chapel, from i Ed. 1. 

Jn. 1272, to the middle of the reign of Ed, 

II L — at the Tower. ' 
Priories. 

Surveys of priories. See Surveys. 
Foundations of priories. Se6 Foundations. 
* Surrenders of priories, temp. i7. VIIL— at 

the Chapter Houfe, and Augmentation Office. 
A Book relating Jto the priory of Ofney, 
A Book concerning the lands of the priory of 

Cownrrr.— at the King s. Remembrancer's Office y 

Wejiminjler. 
Registers, rentals, and treafurer's accounts 

of the priory of Chriji Churchy of the priory 

of Dover, &c. — in the Library of Canterbury 

Cathedral. 
Of the priory of C<?/«— in the duke of Kent*s 

Library. 
See Abbies^ Minajieries^ Religious Hou/es, 

Privy Council. 

Books of the Privy Council, at the Coundl 

Chamber. 
Some in lord Oxford's Library, 

Privileged Persons. 

Bills againft them. See Common Pleas. 
Privileges. See Memoranda, 

Privy Seals. 

In the reign of Ed. I. and from the beginning 

of 
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of Ed. IL j/n. 1307, to the end of £i IV. //n. 
1483, and fome in the reigaof ^. III.— at 
the Tower, 

Some in the reign of R. III. and from i M VII. 
^n, 1485, to the end of the reign of fFilL 
ill. jfn. 1702, — at the Ro/Is. 

From 1702 to the prefcnt time,— at the Petty 
Bag Office. 

Sevekal— at the Firft Fruits Office. 

A Great tuany fortlic loan of money, in the 
reigns of H, VII. and H. VIIL— at the 
Chapur Houfe. 

Privy Seal Bills. Sec Inrallmcnt. 

Sec Memoranda. 

Prizes. 
Proceedings of hislnajefty's principal com- 
miffioners for prizes, 1664 ^^ 1668, 3 vols 
MSS. i/fl/7. MSS. n. 1509. 

Process, 
Agai«7st colleftors and receivers of taxes, &c. 
-—at the King's Rememhrancer^ i Offi.e. 

King's Procefs. See Kin^s Bench. 

Proclamations* Sec Common Pleas. 

Under the great feal. See Patent Rolls. 

A great many at the Paper Office. 

PROFERS. 

Being parriculars of money paid half yearly by 

the fherifFs of the feveral counties, &c. 
See Memoranda. 

PROVOSTSHIPS. 

Surveys of provoftfliips. Sec Surveys. 

Quod 
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Qvoj> Dampnum. Sec . JnquiJiiiQns ad ^lod 
Dampnum. 

Quo Minus. Sec Plea Rolls. 

Quo Warranto Rolls. 

In the reigns oi Ed. I. Ed. II. Ed. III.— at the 
Reciipt of the Exchequer ^ and 

Indexes to tlie faid rolls. 
. Since lO Ed. III. ^n. 1335, lord chief juftice 
Jiale obfcrves, that pleadings and judgments 
upon franchifes and iibei^tics, have not been 
before the juftices itinerant, but in the Kings 
Bench or Exchequer, and fo are refpeftively 
entered, either upon the King*s Bench Rolh^ 
or Memoranda of the Court of Exchequer., 

Rageman Roll, 4 Ed.l. V. Bib. Leg. Adg. 
P. L ///. Records. 

Receivers. 
Process againft receivers and coIle£):ors of 

taxes* See Taxes. 
Accounts of the receivers general of land-tax, 

and duties upon houfes. : See yfccounts. 

Recognizances. 

See Common Pteas^ &n£;U'Benehf Chancery^ Mc 
moranda^ 

Recoveries. 

Common Recoveries, 

DocQUETs of Recoveries, — fee Common Pleas. 
R.ED-B00K of the Exchequer, 

At the Klng^s Remembtancer^-Ofice. V. ante 
fub, reg. Hen. II. 

Re- 
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RfiCISTER of 

Grants in the dutchy olLancafttr. Sec Dutch/ 

Priories. Sec Pn'crigs^ 

Abbies. %tt Abbies. 

Religious Houses. See Riliglcus Houfa, 

Three reeifters of the bilhoprick of Hereford^ 
and regiifcrs of the bilhops of £.v, beginning 
with bifhop ]lliock^ tempore H. Vll. — in the 
bilhop of klf$ Library, 

See Augmeniat{<ms, 

Registers of the tenures, cuiloms, &c. of 
hundreds, temp. Ea, I. See Hundrta RqIu, 

Beligious Houses. 
,X£IDC£R Books of fevcral religious houfcs,— 
ait tlie King^s R^methbranfet'i ^'ffnt* 
Some — at Grejf^am ColU^e. 

OjiiGiKAL charters of fevcral religious houfes* ' 
—in lord Oxford's Library. 

SuRR£NDEB.s of religious houfes,-^at the ^w^* 
mintation OffjcCy and phapter Houfe. 

. Book? of charters, ^nd confirnnations of grants 
to fevcral religious houfes m Norfolk^ — in the 
bifhop of £^'f i/Ar^zry. 

Old rcgiftcr books of Gojftow^ Whitby^ Evf/harHy 
Newport Pagnely St. hJeots, and the priory of 
Colfu^rx t^ie duke of Kent*i Libra- y. 

Register of the ^bbey of FountainSy — ^in the 

" carl of Denbigh^ i Library, 

Foundations of religious hpufcs — atthcTiw^r. 

Confirmation of charters, grants, &c tq 
religious houfes. ISee Confirmation Rolls, 

T Re- 
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JR.EP011TS of vifitors of religious li6tifes,-'--at 

See /tbbits^ Account s^ Lands ^ Leajes^ Mm'^Jleriti^ 
Surveys. 

Rentai>s. 
Of ftrfiirf lauds,— «t the Chfpt^r Hnff. 

Sl£r£itAl^--at the jtq nmmtitim <Jjgh€. 

Of the aMjcy of St, Avii^ine^ See Mhks^ 

Rents. 
Particulars for flic tale of fee-farm rents, 
^in the time of the Civil Wart,— *tt the At^^ 
4Mnt4t4m Xiffiu. 

Rft^OltTS of 

Masters in Chancery. See CbancajL 

Visitors of i^igioas tioafes^ temp. JK VIH- 

—at the Ckapter ft^uje^ 

JRe^estb^ 

The court df rcqucfts was a cowt of ^iritjr of 
the fame name as the court ofChanc^ry uxm 
is, the lord privy feal being diief jirfge of 
it. It was crefted afeout'9 H. VIL Jfe. i495# 
fipt^d aholfftked h^ »ft of ^arliamtfnt^ 1 7 'Cb.l^ 
Jitt. I1641. 

The proceedings of Uits court— at the •C*tf/t#r 
Houjt. . 

RESCUES. 

Retvrkts 6f rcfcucs. Sec Khtg'^-i^Bmch^ 
REstiTxyTiONs. Sec JUaintkrs. 
Resumption. 

Aft of reftimption. Se« Parliament jR^ils, 
See ^tahders^ 

T Re- 
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Returks 
To Parl^ojpnt., : See P^r'/^/iy^f., . 

Accopirr* df n^FeMes^ the Crown*- See y/<:- 

AccofFHTf of revenues of coUegw, ih the 
Univerfitie», »ntwa books, — at the Augnun^ 

Robes* 
AccouN^TS of the xba^w of the rob«v Se* 
Account:^ ,., 

Uf affize, &c. See JJJize RoUt^ &Cr • 

Roman: Ro»L|-«. 
F*OM 34 £^- 1- '^«- '305* ^^ die end of ^/ IV, 
y/». J 483. — at the 'ibwer. 

R0TUI.1 CoMPOTORUM. Sec Fife R9IJS. 

SCHOOM- » " 

FoUKD-ATlONS of jfchools. Sfee Foundstions. 

Scire Facias* 
JtrD-OMiNTs orr Scire Facias.. Sttjud^maiis. 
ScG Aftmor^iiidd^ King's- Bench ^ Chancery. '^ 

Scotch Nobjlttyp 
Homage done by the Scotch nobility to Ed. !• 
^etHomagt^ 

Scotch Roi-ls. 
Fe0M ^^. h i^^ I A9d^ to Hm end i^f £/. IV. 

/ft». 1483. — at the lower. 
See AyUffe^s calendars of ancleftt 6harfttt, li Oi' 
^. Ug. Aiig. F. t /i^. R$ca*i>8. 

T 2 ' Scot. 
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Scotland. . 

Treaties' and tranfaftions with ScotlanJf 
from I RA^n. 1 189, to 29 EIi%. Au i5?6'» 
(iinong which are the rolls of the petitions, 
pleadings, and procefs in the caulc of R^- 
tnrt di BruSf and other competitors for the 
Crown of ^cetland^ ia the 19th and lOth 
years of Ed. I.) — at the Chapter Haufe^ 

Seals. See Privy Seals, 

Seisins. See Common PUas\ 

Seizures. 

Informations on fcizurcs. See Memoranda, 

SERjEANts at Law. 

Writs for calling them, from ^Ch.l. An. 
• 16.3, to the prefent time— at the /^rz/jr iBfl^ 

Serjeanty. 

Lands Jield in grand and petit ferjeanty. Sec 
Tijla Ae ^cvd, . 

Sewers. 

Laws and adjgdications of fewcrs, in the reigns 
of Jo, 1; Ch. L and 6V;. J l. and fome few 
yea,rs fincc that time, — at the Pttiy Bag Offiu^ 

Commissions of fewers. See Patent RMu 

Sheriffs, 

Profers. See Memoranda. 

R;eti;rW8 of the names of villages. -Sec No- 
mina Villarum. , • 

SiGNfiT Bills, « : 

In the reign of i?> II. and from thence to the 
end of the reign of Ed. IV, An* 1483,— at 
the Tower. 

Sign 
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Sign Manuals* 
In the reign of//, VLand Ed. IV.— at the 

From i?, IIL to the end of the reign of W, III. 
-c/«. 1702, are moftly-*-at'the KoiU. 

Some \x\ the reigns of//. Vll. //. VIII. P^6. 
and ^<J» and Queen Eliz.—zx, the Chaff ir 
Houfe. • ^ 

Some in the reigns of 7^. I. and Ch. I. — at tEe 

Tower, Sfee Memcrandam 

> 

SoUTHWARK. 

Carta de Southwark, ad Civit. Lond; 

De Officio Efcheatoris in Suthwark, 

Cotton Lib. Fauft. B. Ir . * 

SPAtN. 
Treaties andtranfaftiorls with Spain. 

From 8 H. VII. An. 14^2, to 3 Ja, I. >y«, 1605, 

— at the Chapter Hottje. 

Spiritualities. 
Taxation of the fpiritualities in the province 
of Tork. See Taxation. 

I Spiritual Promotions. 

Valuation of fpiritual promotions, -i- at tlit 

' Firjl Fruits Office. 
See Surveys, 

Star'Chamber. .. 

This court was erefted by a£l of parliamei^ 
3 H. VII. Jn.i^i'jy and diflblved by aft 17 
Ch. L An. 1641. 

The bills, anfwers, depofitipns, and other 
proceedings in this court, from 3 H. VII. 
to the reign oiCh. I. inclufive,— at the Chap^ 
ier Houfi. 

Thb 
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Thf decrees of this court are xiotat prefect any 
r where to.be f^nd. 

CAMERik Stellata^ot an explanation of the 

/^ ^ fRdEt&JAOM and Uroovthie coitrfe.m Cbi iften- 

dome* wick tbc ctknass^ tjiere pi»u(bable ;i 

togcttor with the fees and prdccs ^r proceed- 

injs : fjf^kh fev^^l othar tnGtUs &Q9uerning this 

■^ ci^urt. HarLMSS.n. 7j6. 

^ Sec arffo Hiii^V.Trratife pf t|ie Cqnrt of Star 
Chamber BiM* Leg. Ang. P. L #//. Cqu r ts* i 
State Rolls. See Tnoy. Rolis. 
Statitta Waixiji* 

Statute Rolls. 

Fkom 6£i/. I. j/n. 1277, to Ed.VJ. An. 1468^ 

OtE roll contaming the ftatules made at Tf^iif 
• tbeJUr^ ij£^. K An. I.285,— at tbc Receipt 
rfthg Exchequer., 

, Fbow JHr<«. VI L to the preftot time^— at the 
parliament Office. 

See Statutes. 

^:TATUTfc^- 

A Book of the ftatutes of Ed. HI. and pther 
things, with the prerogative, — at the King's 
Remembrancer's Office^ 

Statute*. i 

^ A Book of ftatutes from.i Ed. 111. An. 1327^ i 

to 39 H. VL An. 1460, j 

A Book pf ftatutes, temp. H. VL ^nd thrnce I 
to part of the reign of H. VIlI«-^at the King^s 
Rontmbram^rU Office. 

'St a* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lAWS AVU LAW-WmiTCIti. i^ 

Statutes of collegiate choitehM and ooltMJK^ 

dain Celkgt in Oxford, Dm^hmm, #^WKs Cbef^ 
t^\ sad ExHct^ Ac« — Wk lerd OxfmFd\ ki-^ 

Several ia C^pui Cb.ifii CvHtge — at Cam^ 
bridge. 

kiR cxa^ eolledKen or c&laiogQe of all fivli aftt 
of p«1i)nnent, yubtic and private, as have at 
fandry times either been deJivered t» tbe •citrk; 
of the pariiamenc, or elie removed by writ 
•of certiorari into the chapel of the Rolkirom 
I Ric. III. to the laft year of ^ama I. re- 
maining of record inroUed in the chapel 
aforefaid, and entered beie in .^^fimracoooi- 
ing to the roll there. HarL M$S. n. J 306. 

OstfERV AT10N8 on many old ftatutes, wbereini 
die differences between die records and fihe 
printed, books are noted. Tbefe begin 15 
Ed. III. and conclude with 21 HefuXU 
//tfr/. MSS. n, 1574. 3. 

Collection of private aSs, temp, ff.'VIIL 
and Cft. I. Harl. MSSi 708^. 

A Report of fuch laws as ai;e jrepoaled and ex* 
pi red ; as are fit to be repeakd abfblutely^, or 
to be repealed and new laws made in tli^ir 
Head ; drawn up by ord^r of 
atout the time of Jatnfi 1. .AJTo theftib- 
ftance reduced into a fcheine or table.. HarU 
MbS. n. 244. 

Devise to have fpecial laws put In executlpny. 
by lord keeper .Sir N. Racon^ amended by 
'lord Buil:igli, 2b. a» i24<), U 
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Statute Staple, 

Extent*, re-cxtcnts, and other proceedings 
on the ilatute ftapie 

• A few iQ the reign of Ja. I. and from the be- 

ginning of Ch. I. ^n. 1625, ^^ ^i^** tiine,— 
- at tlie fettf Bag Office. 

Steward. 

: Lord Howard's orders relating to the king's 
fervantSi-icc*— at the Boufd oJ(Jreen Cloth, 

Subsidies* 

A Book of fiit^fidics and knights fees, temp. 
H. VI.— at the Kind's Remembrancer's Offxe, 

See Aidsm 

• Sec Foreign AetfiunU* 

Sec J:c^tmtt» 

Summons. » 

See Common Pleaf,- 

• To Parliament. Sec Parliaments 
Supremacy. 

Instruments of divers biftiops and the Uui- 
verfity -of Cambridge^ acknowledging king 
Henry VIIFs fupremacv, and bther matters 
relating to the ibppreffing the Pope's fupre- 
macy, — at the Chapter Houfe. • 

' Several iDodks for and againft the Pope's fu- 

^ ' premacy, and articles devifed by the arch- 

blfliop of Tt>r^y concerning the title of 5«- 

preme HeaH^ in tlie reign of H. Vlil — at the 

Chapter Houfe. 

Surrenders of 

York-House, St. Albania and other lands, by 
Cardinal PTolJej^—^x the Chapter Houje. 

The 
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The furrenders of the religious houfcs are in- 
rolled on the back of the Claus Rolls, — at the 
Rolls ChapeU 

Surveys of 
Lands, manors, &c* £ee Domefiaj. 

Lands and manors formerly poilefled by the 
Crown. 

Some, — at the Auditors ofiht LandRevtnue. 

Some, — ^at the Reciipt of the Exehequtr. 

Some, — at the Chapter Houfe, 

Sever Ai, temp. Eliz. — ^at the Kin^s Remeni'^ 
branctr^^ Office, 

Edward duke of Butkinghanfs lands> temp. 
H. VIIL— at the Chapter tioufi. 

See Landsm 

See Accounti, 

Ecclesiastical Benefices. See Benefices. 

Honors within the dutchy of Ir<7w^<j^^r. See 
Dutehy. 

Archbishoprick s, 

BiSHOPRICKS, 

Abbacies, 

Monasteries, 

Priories, 

Colleges, 

Hospitals, 

Archdeaconries, 

Deaneries, 

provostships, 

U Pre- 
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• ^ * ■ 

Prebends, 

Vicarages, 

Chantries, 

Free Chapels, &c- and other I)/^»///Vj, Bi- 
mfices, UJfceSf or Pr'tnnotions Spiritual, wjthih 
this realm, taken by virtue of comillifiibns 
offf. VIIL according to kn i£t of parlkii- 
ment made in the 2^th year of his reign, Jn, 
1535,— at the Firfi fruits Officii 

The poffeflions of king Ch. I. takea in 1649 
and 1650, — at tti6 Augmchtdtton Office, 

Surveys and .cviftoms of the manors of Wejl^ 
ham, and P^layes in mjlx, — in the bilhop of 
Ely's Librhry. • * 

Certificates of commiffioners appointed to 
furvey and value fuch abbies and monaftcrirt 
as were under the yearly value of 200/. An. 
28 H VllL—at the Chapter H^ufe. 

The priory of ^or/ping, — at the Chapter Hbuft. 

Commissions for furveying religious houfes, 
— at the ChapterHoufe.' 

Swainmote or Swainimote Court. 

Th^s is a court incident to forefts, and relatiiig 
to matters of the forefts, crt:' v\^ich the\er- 
derors are judges. Sec l* ore/is. 

Taxation Rolls. 

Of the value of a' I the churches in 20 EJ, I. 
^n, 1291, — at the Tower, 

A Book of the taxation af the fpiritualities in 
the province of 2oriy — at tlic King^s Rememr 
brancer's Office. 

Taxe*. 
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Taxes. . • - ' 

Duplicates of land and -window taxes in 
bags called Bags cfParticulttrsi — at* the J^ing'i 
Ji^metnbr oncer*! Cffa, 
Accounts of receivers general ofland tax, 

ACCOUNTS of receivers of duties oft houfes,-— 
• at the King^s Remembrancer's Office. 

Process againft coUeftors and receivers . of 
taxes— ^at the King's Remembrancer's Office: 

Tenants per Baroniatn. See Red Book. 
Tenures. ^ 

An ancient book of tenures in Wdrvju^jhin 

and Coventry^ — at the Kin^s RentJem^rancer's 

Office. 

Of hundreds. Sec Hundred RoHs. 

Sfee Memoranda, 

Books of old tenures in Dorfefjhirt and Berh^ 
and of feveral manors in Norfolky-Aw the 
biftiop of Ely's Library. 

A Book of tenures of all the monafteries^ ^i- 
ories, abbies, colleges, chantries, hofpitals^ 
caftles, honours, lordfhips, manors, 2(c. 
held of the queen in capite, in the county of 
Glouce/hr, An. i8 Eax. — at the Receipt of the 
' Exchequer^ 
Testa de Nevil, or Tjssta Nevelli. 
, At the King's Remimbrancer' s Office, V* ante 
fub reg. Hen, III. "^ 

Textus Roffensis. 

, V. ante fub reg. Hen. III. 

Tin-Works. 
Covenant^ with the Commoners for the fin- 
U 2 worksi 
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works of Divon and Cornwall, 14 H. VIII. 
jfn. 1522,— at the Chapter Houft. 

Tower of London. 

Conftabularii Turris London. Harl, MSS. n. 
6166. 3a- 

Quod Conflabular, Turris Lond. non facial 
prifas dc Viftual. vcl aliis rebus Civit. Lon- 
don. — Cotton Lib. Fauft. B. L 

Traverses. Sec Fotfeittd Bfiates. 

Treasons. 

A Bag intitled t/^/i/o«J, containing papers re- 
lating to tlie infurredtions in Torkjhire, Lin- 
colnjhirt^ and the duke of Richmond* s matter 
in the Horth. temp. H. VIIL — at the Chopttr 
Houfe. 

Treasurer of the chamber. See Accounts^ 

Of the navy. See Accounts. 

Treasurers. 
Indentures of the lord treafurers, — at the 
Chapter Houfe, 

Tre AT lEs and Trans actions with Arragon,&c. 
See ^rragon^ &c. 

Treaties and Foreign Transactions. 
Of late date, — at the Paper Office. 

Of peace and commerce, feveral, by H» VI. 

£d. IV. H. VIL H. VIIl. Ed. yi. Q, Ma*j 

. and Qi Eliz. — in the earl of Suffixes Ltbrarj, 

Treaty Rolls. 
Containing the powers given to commif- 
fioners to treat, with foreign ftates, and the 
proceedings in confequence thereof. Thefe 
are called State Rills and Foreign Rolls. ' 

From 
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FnoM the reign of king John to the end of 
Ed, IV. An. 148 J, — at the Tcwer, 

From 1483 to 17 James \. An. 1619 — at the 
Ro'ls, 

From 1619 to the prefent times, — in cuftody 
of the Prcthomiary of the Court of Chancery^ 

See Frernh Rolls^ Norman Roils^ Roman Rolls^ 
Scotch RoUs, Vafcon Rolls, Welch Rolls. 

Valuation of 

Bishopricks and fpiritual promotions,— at 
the Firfl FrutU Office. 

Such abbies and monafteries as were under 
200 /. 28 H. VIII. See Surveys. 

Vascon Rolls. 
From 26 Ft. III. yfn. 1241, t6 the end of the 
reign of R. III. jfn, 1485, — at the Tower. 
V. Bib. Leg. Ang. P. I. tit. Records, 

Venires. Sec Common Pleas. 

Verderors. 

Writs for elefting verderors. See Fore/l. 

Vicarages. 

Surveys of vicarages. See Surveys. 

Victualler of thenavy. See Accounts. 

Villages, 
Sheriffs returns of ail the villages. See AV 
mina Villarum. 

Visitations 

Of the kings at arms through all the counties 
of England^ — at the Heralds Office. 

Several, — in lord Oxford^ Library. 

s o. 
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Of religious hoQfes,-<-at Ae Chapter Hdup, 

Universities. 

Accounts of revenues belonguig to^&e col- 
leges in the two UniverfitieSj-i-at the Aug- 
mutation OJ/k^f 

Copies of charters^ privileges, and ftatutes of 
the feveral Colleges and Univeriitks mEng' 
iandj\ are in the Cotua l^tnfry^ 

Wales. 

Matters relating to Wales. See ffVch Rolls. 

Codex excerptorum & coUcftaneorum ex variis 
Tibris antiquis & archivis regis de ftatu Wal- 
, fi» et ducatu Comubiae. Cg^oi Lib, Vitell. 
c. lO. 

Transcripta Chartarum quarundam. pr© 
primogenitis regurti Angliae. King's Libra^ 
ry. Cq/le/s Cat. i8 A. Lixvii. 

Warrants under the fign manual. Sec-^^^- 
- randa. 

Warixr.ob^e. 

Accounts of the wjtrdrobe. See Pipe R^llu 

Some, — at the Chapter Houfe. 
So ME} — at the lord Oxford's Library. 
See Accounts, 
Wards and Liveries. 

The court of wards and liveries was erefled 
the 32 i/, VllK An. 1540, and aboli/hed 
12 Ch. I. An, 1636. 
Th« proceediogs in this court, with fesveral 
books of the decrees, orders, extent and va- 
lue of laodsj kafe&, &c; — at the Chafttr 
y Houje. 

Eleven 
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EhEVBtf bags of the certificatts of fcodarics of 
this court, of the offices tiikcn on the <leatli 
oi the kmg's tenants, containing the parti^ 
culars of their poiTeflioiis. 

A CalenbAR of the faid certHicftteSy contain- 
ing the naiues of the lan(k> etch county fe- 
parate. 

Two Calendars, containing the. names of 

lands and manors, collefted into their levcral 

coumids, from 13 large books of fpecial H* 

veries, in the reigns of ii^. VIII. £ti. VI.' 

. Alary, EliSti. apd fa. L 

Index of the fame natnes^ alphabetically ool^ 
lefled into diilinft counties. 

Alphabetical index of the names of per**/ 
fons fuing out their liveries, contained in tlw 

. faid 13 books of liveries. 

A Calendar of names of lands mentioned in 
c books of decrees, as they occur in the 
books. 

Another, digefted into their feveral counties. 

Another, i*eferi-ittg to other books of docrceiB, 
in the reigfts of £/i^, Ja, 1, and Ck I, 

ACalendar in ilphabetical erdei*, of nil per- 
fons after whofe death any offioe has beea; 
found, from the firft eteftifng ef this court, 
to the time of-fuppreffir^g it, -^«. 16316, which 
refers to the;bundles of tranfcripts of Inqui- 
fitiones poll Mortem, ^tt Inquifithnes p^Ji 
Mortem. 

Several otbtr Calendars^ — ^wei^e in the hands of 
the late Mr. Charles Gryrrns of Gray*s, Inny and 
HOW in the poileilion of his executors. 

Col^ 
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Collections from the records of the court of 
wards and liveries, by Thomas Cole, with 
Indexes, MS., ifar/. MSS. n. 756. S^e alfi 
n. 1323. 19. I727, 

Instructions of king James for the matter 
of his wards and liveries, for the better au- 
thorizing and directing him in the execu- 
tion of his ofBcei and performance of liis 
fcrvice* It. 

Treatise concerning the praftlce of the court 
of wards and hverics, by W. R. ferjeant at 
law. and perhaps by others. Jt. 1323. 19. 

Grants of wardships. See Patent Rolls, 

Special Liveries. Sec PaUnt RoUs. 

Welch Rolls. 
From 5 Ed. I. An. 1276, to 24 Ed. L An. 
1295, — at the Tew:r. 

A Roll, containing extrafts out of the patent 
roils and clofe rolls, of matters relating to 
IVales^ from i H. 111. An. 1216, to 27 H. 
III. Jn^ 1252. And 

Two Rolls containing the Statuta Wallla^ 
made in 12 Ed. L An. 1284 — ^at the Receipt of 
the Exchequer. 

Westminster 
A Book covered with velvet, emboffed with 
with filver gilt, touching the foundation of 
fVeJlminpr chapel, by H. VIL And 

Several books indented, covered with blue 
velvet, containing the agreements between 
H. VII. and Ifl'ip abbot of Wejlminfier, 
concerning raafles, dirges, obfequies, &c. 

anJ 
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and annual penfions given for them,— at the 
Chapter Houfe, 

' Counterparts of the faid laft mentioned 
books — in a Treafury of Ruords belonging to 
the Dean and Chapter^ in Weftmlnjitr Abbtj^ 
over the Eaft Qloyfter. 

Chartularies of Wijlminjler jtlbey^ and 
charters granted to the Dean and Chapter^ by 
H.YIW. and Q, EIi%.— in the bifhop of Elfs 
Library, 

SuLCARDUS*s chartulary of the Abbey of /iTj/f- 
mtnjler. V. ante Juh reg. Will. I. 

A Paper book» 4to. being a regifter book of 
the bttfgeffcs and affiftants of the city and 
borough of Wtftmtnjler, under the aft 27 
£//z, //«/-/. MSS. n. 1831. 

Wills. 
Of R. II. H. V. H. VIL and H. VIII.:-at 
the Chapter Houfe. 

Winchester. . 

Statutes made at Winchtjler. See Statui$ 
Rolls. 

Works, 

Accounts of the paymafter of the works. See 
Accounts. 

Writ Books. 

Of the court of Exchequer, containing entries 
of Sijfo Minuses and the Daily JJ[u£. Sec 
Pieas^ ' 

Writs. 

A Roll or regifter of writs about the year 

1240, or the middle of the reign of H^ III. 

< and writs of every fpecies, from the begin- 

' X ning. 
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ning of the reign of Ed..l. An. 1%%%, to tho- 
Revolutioa, ^^/. i6S8, — at xhf Chapter Houfe^ 

From 1688, to the prefcnt time.. They are 
nipftly— at the Cujlos Breviund Officf. 

Brbyia Regia. 

Dedimus to fwcar officers. 

' Writs for calling ferjeants at law, — from 9 
Ch, I. Jn, 163^, to the prefent time, — at 
the Petty B^g OJice, 

O5 Error,, ice See Errt^r^ &c.. 
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A List of tlie fcvcrai Offices and Places 
where die RscoiiDs srekept. 

CHANCERY. . 

THE T<iWcr. 

The Rolls, 

Six Cktto Offi<ie. 

Petty Bag OfBcc, neat the Rolls ChapcL 

Infollrtsent Office, under the Six Cinks Office^ — 
Chancer y^la^e. 

Prothonotary's Office in Chancery, in Middle^ 
Temple»Iane. 

Clerk of the Crown inCliancery, in CKffird^^^hn^ 

FUeupeet, 

Alienation Office, in tlie King^i-Bench-Jf^alks in 
the Tempk., 

K I N G's BENCH, 

King's-Bench Office, in Kivi's-BencMValks in 
tte Temple, 

King's-Bench Treafary, ill iVeJiminfler-Hall. 

Cuftos Breviam's Office, in King^s-Bench Office. 

Crown Office, in the King^s^Bemh-Walks in the 
Tmple. 

COMMON PLEAS. 

Comm6n Pleas Treafury, in WeJiminJler-UaUy 
under the dnirt of E^cchequer, 

X 2 Cuftos 
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Cuff OS Brcvium*s Office, in Bruk-Court in the 
Temple. 

Clerk of the Treafury*s Office, in the Inmr Tmpli. 

EXCHEQUER. 

Court of Exchequer, adjoining to Wejimlrifter* 
HaU. 

Receipt of the Exchequer (commonly called the 
Tally Court) ^ n^v SVefiminfter-HalL 

Office of Pleas, at Lincoln* s-Inn^ and a room be- 
hind the Court 0/ Exchequer at ft^ejlminjler. 
Pipe Office, Somerfet-plae, 
Leafe Office, in Gra/s-Ir^n. 

King's Remembrancer's Office, in the King*s^ 
Bench IValks in the Temple ^ and forae rooms 
near Wellmnjler^HaiU 

Treafurer's Remembrancer's Office, in the King^^^ 
Bmch'lfalks^ and near the Court of Exchequer 
at tVeftminJier. 



Auditors of the Land Revenue, adjoining to the 
Exchequer in New Palace-^yard^ Wejiminfter. 

Firft Fruits Office, in the Middle Temple. 

Augmentation Office, in St. Margaret* s-lane^ near 
New Palace-yard^ fVeJiminfter. 

Clerk of the Council of the Dutchy Court of 
Lancafter^ at Gray* s- Inn, 

Parliament Office, in Old Palaceyardy Wejiminjler. 

Chapter Houfe, in the Eaft Cloyfter by Wejlmin- 
Jlir^Abbej. 

Council 
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Council Chamber, at the Cockpit^ fyhiiehalh 
State Paper Office, in Scotland-yard^ near If^iuhatl. 
Green Cloth, at St. James's. 



Royal Library *, in the Mufeum. 

Cottonian Library, in the Mufeum. 

Bifhop of Elys Library was purchafed by his lat^ 

Majefty, and given to the Univerfity of Cem^ 

bridge. 

Lord Ox for is Library, ufually called the HarUian 
Collefiion, in the Mufeum. 

Dnkc of Kenfs Library, Stw yames^s-^fguare. 

Earl of Sujfes^s Library, formerly at Marybone f. 

Earl of DenbeigVs Library, Twickenham. 

Lord HaHs Manufcripts, in LincoMs^Inn Library. 

Several other CoUe^lons^ containing Copies of Records 
and Papers relating to Matters of a public Nature^ 
arc mentioned BiBL. Leg. Amg. P. L tit. Re- 
cords. 

* This library, confiiling chie^y of MSS. CoUe^ed by JohA 
Leland after the diilTolution of the religions houfes, was foilnded by 
king Hen. VIII. and being afterwards confiderably augmented by 
his fuccellbrs, wasdei>orited in the Britiih Mufeum by king Geo. II. 
It is commonly known by the diflindtion of the King's Library, of 
which Mr. David Cafley publiflied an accurate catalogue, 4£o. 
1734- 

f This CoUedlion* ufoally entitled the TehnrtM library, has 
lately been difperfed by public falc. Ste Yelrciton MSS. Bibl* 
Leo. Anc. P. X. tiu Records. 
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VI. Or THE STATUTES; the fcvbral 

Colfcd^iofts and Editions of them. 

THE colleaions that have been made of our 
written laws (ufually diftinguiflicd by the 
title of Statutes) ar« very nuificHJus, of which the 
more antient, thpugh neceflarily fuperfedcd in ufe 
by the moderii editions, are'deferving notice, as 
ill fome inftances containing more correft copies 
of laws now loft from atnong the records *, as 
alfo on account of others, which, though now 
confidered «3 ob&iste, dr which from other cir^ 
<:umftances have been expunged from iht ftatu^e 
book, are Ughly interefting to the hiftoriaa and 
to the lawyer. 

It is however certain, that the more early 
coUeftors of our antient ftatute law have amailect 
togocher, under the title of Statutes, a number of 
proclamations, writs, &c. which have not any 
preteniions to that degree of authority, but which 
have, from the circumftance of being fo col- 
leAed, obtained that denomination, feveral in- 
Hances of which, as obferved by learned authors 
on this fubjeft, are noticed in the foregoing enu- 
meration of our laws of the reigns immediately 
fubfequent to the granting of Magna Charta* 

Thcfe coUedlions are alio very defe&ivc in ar- 
rangement of the materials of which they coniift, 
the order of the feveral kings reigns being wholly 
difrcgarded, and in other refpefts they appear to 
have been made by perfons who were not pro- 
perly authorifed, or not fufhciently qualified for 
the undertaking. 

* V. Nicolfon's Hift. Lib. concerning 37 Ed. III. c. 19. edit. 

The 
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•The firft colleftion of this kind that we find t^ 
have been printed, is that of H. Pin/on, A. D,. 
1514, entitled Magna Cuttrt^ with other old fta- 
tutes, diftinguifbed by the title of Ant i qua Siatut^^ 
being prior to the reign of Edw. IlL which was 
feveral times reprinted by him, but it does not 
appear by whom the colleftion itfelf was made, 
having probably been printed trom fome manu- 
fcript of ftill earlier date. The fame colkaion 
feems to have been printed by Redman and Benhe^ 
let, with the progreiEve additions of fuch other 
old laws as came to their hands *; and^ in i^S^ 
two dlftinft editions of a more enlarged colleftion 
were publilhed by two different printers, T. Marjb^ 
and k. Tottd^ betwixt whom there appears, from 
tile title pages of their refpeftive editions, to have 
been a competition for preference, the former 
having chofen for a motto to his book, " Firft 
"prove, and then reprove;'* the latter, " Con* 
*' ferre, and then preferre^** alluding, as it feems, 
to the merits of their refpeftive books.. 0;i a 
comparifon it appears, that the firft mentioned is; 
the better printed, but that TotteCs edition is the 
more enlarged one f . - 

, It is obfervable, however, that in the fubfe-- 
quent editions printed \yjR, Tatttl^ 1576, &c. many 
of the older uatutes, ordinances, &c. contained: 

* About the fame timo a nranflation was made of thefe older 
fbtutes by George Ferierz, barriftcr at law, .of Lincoiifs-Inn, . 
whofe tranflation is adopted generally by all the fubfequent editors 
ofthe lUtuces. V. B^H. Leg. Ang. P. X. tit. Statutes. 

. ^ This edition entitled Magna Cbarta cum fiatutis (jua antiqua 
vocantur, ^c, is the boojc quoted by lord Coke in his* Inftitutes^ . 
«nUer the title of Fetus Ma^nti Car^, the references to which ap- 
F^ to no other edition. 

in 
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in the edit. 1556 are omitte4i^' and others of a 
more recent date are added. Thefe Jatter publi- 
cations feem to have formed the foundation of the 
fubfcquent editions of the ftatutes ; the more an- 
tient ftatutes above- mentioned, as omitted, hav- 
ing been alfo uniformly left out of all the fuccef- 
five editions of the ftatute book, till they were, 
for the mofl: part, refl:ored to a place in it by Mr. 
Cay^ and the fubfequent editors of thofe collec- 
tions. 

The colleftion of tht ftatutes from the firft of 
Edw, III. ufually entitled in the older MS. copies 
Nova Statuta, were pubhflied more than once in 
the reign of Edw. IV. and again by Pin/an under 
that title, about I497» being brought down to 
12 Hen. VII. from the firft year of whofe rciga 
the ftatutes began to be originally written in 
Englilh. From about this period, to the prefent 
time, it appears that the public afts have gene- 
rally been publifhed within a ihort time after the 
clofe of each Seffion of parliament. Thedivifioa 
of private afts from thofe of a public nature firft 
took place i Ric, III. the purport of the aft * en* 
titled Titulus Regius, &c f. which introduced that 
diftinftion, being very remarkable. Of thefe afts 
there is no regular coUeftion extant in print, 
but they have for the moft part been printed on 
occafion as they have refpeftively pafled in parlia- 
ment, under the direftion of the parties more 

* It is obferved of this ftatiite, that the pretenfions therein fet 
f)rth, being of too foul a nature for general publication, it was 
therefore never printed, but was entered upon the ftatute roll after 
the pubKc afts of parliament. Cay's Pre/, to Stat, 

•f* This aiSl, as well as all others of this diftinflion, is omitted in 
all editions of tlie ftatutes^ but it is extant in print in Cotton's libr* 
of the Records, 7 1 o. 

3 immc:- 
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■diately concerneil in them. Of late years it 
has been found further neceffary to adopt another 
diftinffion, by which ads, merely bf local con- 
tern, are feparatcd from thofe of a general nature, 
and which alfo are tiot printed in tlie common 
editions of the ftatute book. This diftindtioA 
^rft took place 26 Geo. II. * 

Several general coHeftions of the ftatutes, in- 
cluding the ^ntiqua and N.va Statuta^ were made 
in the i-eigns of Hen. Vllf. and Qj.EIiz. printed 
by Benhetety PVykeSy and the refpeftive printers 
by royal authority : but the firft regular edition of 
the ftatutes is that ufually diftinguilhed by th« 
name of Rajie'if^ which includes the ftatutes to 
cth Philip and Mary^ and is fortlier continued 
by a fecond volume to 7 Jac. J. in which edition 
generally all the ftatutes, at that time known to ht 
extant, are printed at large in Englifh, with an 
alphabetical index at the end of each volume. 

The next edition, which appears to liave been 
printed the fame year as the fecond volumi 
above-mentioned, was compiled by Firdmando Pul^ 
Utl^ who informs u$> that he collated the ft^- 

* Bcfidcs the divifions of public a^, private a6ls, and aAf (< 
a, public natui'e, as above- raeiitionet', another diftin<5iioQ is madtr 
by the courts of law of thofe, commonly printed among the public 
a^l', into general and particular, many inftance* of which ocair 
in the books of Reports, but which are for the naoft part un- 
noticed in all the editions of the ftatutes at large. V. Ifu^i/y, 227W 

f It is net evident on what authority this etUtion has been afcribcd 
to Raftell, his name not appearing in any part of tht; book. Th«ro 
i? alfo another boot, fometimes entitled " Raftell's Statutes/' of 
which many editions were printed, the title whereof ri as, *' A 
Colleilion of all iifch Statutes," &.C. but w Inch may properly b« 
confidered as an abrijgmervt, fome part of the ftatutes being 
jsmitted, ai:4 th^ wJioXa ^^k-^r""^ thrown uudfip diftitt6> ti.lec. 

. Y^ tiitcs 
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tutcs from '9 H'cn. in*'to i Mc. III. by the re- 
cords*} and liereiii the titles t>nly of the expired 
and repealed ftatutcs are inferted, but in which 
are recited feveral antient ftattites and ordinances 
not before tranflated, with the addition of re- 
ferences from one ftatute to another, and to fuck 
books of authority as Contain determinations npon, 
or illuftrations of, any particular ftatute ; thefe re- 
ferences, with the addition of others to the like 
purpofe, have, been adppted hy all the fubfequent 
editors of tlie ftatutes. This e<^ition Was leveral 
times reprinted ; and as ^ fppplement thereto, was 
jpublifhed, a Colleilion of the ftatutes from 16 
Car. L to 19 Car. II. another coUeftion of the 
fame period having been publiflied by Mr. Aifanhy. 
A colleftion of tbe aAs from the fame yean, 
atid of the itiore general ordinances iri parliament, 
during the time of the Commonwealth, was alfo 
compiled by Henry Scobel^ clerk of the parliament, 
the latter part of which colleftion confifting of the 
ordinances is hot comprehended in any fubfequent 
edition of the ftatutes- 

A few7ears after [A. D. 1676], Mr. Kehle pub- 
lifhed a coUeftion of the ftatutes of 16 Car. L 
and from 12 to 27 Car. JI. aS a fuppleihenft to the 
before-mentioned edition of Pulton \ and haying, 
as appears by.lus preface, beftowed great pains in 
the revifal of the ftatute law, he, at the fame 
time, publifhed a complete edition to that period, 
m which are united moft of the advantages and 

• It appears, th^ Pulton had dbtaiiicd an order for accefs to the 
records in the Tower for this purpofe ; a copy of which is extant 
among Mr. Madox's M5S. in Che Miifeuitu V. Ayfcough's CacaL 
€f MSS. iathe Miifeum, V. I. p. ziu 

improve- 
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improvements of the foregoing editions : Mr. 
Keklei further examined^ with the originals, th^ 
ftatutes,^ fubfequent to \ Ric, !!/• having alfo- 
firft adopted the diftinAioa of paragraphs or fec- 
teona by numbers, aiid addcd« a isoro copious^ 
index than had befojrc appeared. This edition was 
fpvesal times, printed ; and, with thefe advantages 
and the neceflary additions, the ftat^ites were re- 
printod at the beginning of the prefent century, 
which republication was af^rwards occafionally 
continued by four other volumes to the */th Geo. 
li. incluiive. 

At this period Mr. Serjiant Hawkins produced 
% ftill more correft and complete coliedion of 
tbc; ftfttv:^ law, If aving,, witlv the affiftance- of Mr. 
RrcaiSi of the: Inner, irempl? (who it appears had- 
b^oW6d:much. tin^e and- atteiition in the under- 
tahiagi)-, collated tlie original records to 2 Geo. 11. 
towards whiqh purpofe his njajtfty king Geo. I. 
had granted; hia hgn manual for accci's to the pub- 
lic (^£cqsa« in which, editjon the more antient' ftn- 
tnlr^eS;. are given in.theinoricHnal language from the 
recor/ds»in.the^Tower> and< where- they were not 
foundDpon record: there, from lordGoke, and<tlic 
bf>ft: autj|[iorities extant, with a tranflation chiefly 
a^ptfid fnoni^, the one made Ump. Hen^ Vhl. and 
tbfi a$ldition/fromv autlientic records of feveml old. 
Iblutcs not bqfore printed*. This edition, cpnfi'ft- 
iogforjginally oftfi^ volumes, wasalfo further con* 
tiancdi by. three fuppjemental volumes, bringing 
dpwn.thccoHeaion.to 30 Geo. II. 1758* 

At-'this latter period, Mr. Cay^ availing him- 
felf of the induftry of his predeceflbrs in this of- 
fice, and furpaffing theiii in care and accuracy, 
-gave to the public the moft corre^, elegant, au4 
Y a 
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complete body of our ftatute law to this periocE- 
hitherto extant ; tl>e accuracy of which editioa 
has been recognifed by thofe whofe extenfivc 
learning, and more frequent occafions ofconfult- 
ifig this work, entitle them to be confidered as tlie- 
l)eft autliorllics oil this head. In this edition 
were rcftored fome of the antient laws, ordinances, 
&c. which had been formerly publrfhed in the 
older colleftions (asbefore-mentioned), but which 
had been omitted by later editors. This collec- 
tion was continued progrcffively by three other 
volumes, including the ftatutes down.to the 13th. 
Geo. IIL 

The confiderable additions that had been made 
to the ftatute book, during the preceding reign, 
made it a defirable objed to thofe more immedi- 
ajtely engaged in the ufe of it, that it fhould be 
compreffed into as fmall compafs as a ooniiftent 
attention to the importance of the fubje£t would 
eonveniently admit of, This consideration in- 
duced the late Mr, D j fihy. Pickering to undcrtdks 
the republication of the ftatutes in a fmaller 
form thaji had before taken place; and he accord- 
ingly publiftied, from the Cambridge prefs^an edi- 
tion of them down co the tirft year of the prefent 
reign, in 24 vols, oftavo, including an index, 
having firft laid afide the ufe of the old enghfti 
black letter, which- had been formerly thought ne- 
ceflfary in the aulhendc printing of law-books, and 
adopted the modern roman letter* A kvi additional 
aSs were in this edition reflored to their proper 
rank, with the further improvement of fome mar- 
ginal notes of correSions and references to authori- 
ties illuftrative of particular iiatutes. This edition 
lus been fiuce regularly continued at the clofe of 

each 
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cacb feflion, and nowcbnfifls of 35 entire volames,. 
theftatutcs of laft feflion (27 Geo. lll.)> forming 
a part of the 36th volume. j 

The like defign of reducing the Statute-book, 
to a more convenient form was undertaken by 
Mn Raff heady. vfhOy about the fame time, pub- 
liftied his edition in 9 vols. 4to. comprizing the 
ftatutes to the 4th year of the prefent reign, ac- 
companied with an index to that time, and a pre- 
face containing fome obfervatidns on the ftate of 
our printed ftatute Iav;^ In this edition all the 
ftatutes, added to the before -mentioned editions, 
are contained, with the addition of a confiderablc 
number which had never before been printed ; 
and of fuch notes and references to authorities as 
were judged neceflary by the editor for the illuf- 
tration of each ftatute. This edition has been 
alfo regularly continued , to the 25th year of his 
prefent majefty, making five additional volumes* 

The rapid increafe and accumulation of our 
ftatute laws during the prefent reign, which, as 
may be above obferved, form a very confiderablc 
part of the whole volume of the ftatute-book, 
rendered it very dcfirable, towards the convenient 
ufe of it, that it (hould be further reduced into a 
fmaller compafs by the expunging of fuch ftatutes 
as, from a variety of circumftances during the 
courfe of the prefent reign, have become expired, 
or repealed, or of which the fubjefts are now no 
longer the immediate concern of the Englifli law- 
ybr. This reduftion has beea made in an edi- 
tion lately publifhed by Mr. Serjeant Runntngto''^ 
who has not confined himfelf to the ahovemen- 
tioned objefts, but has added occafibnal noteS;. and 
fome further references which the decifioiis of tho 

• * courts 
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courtf luid made noceilary fince* the publication 
of Mr. Ruffke.ad*s edition, and fuch others a& have 
relation to' fubfequent afts. of parliament. This 
edition^ which s^lfo coptwis the ftatutes down to. 
25 Geo. III. confifts of 10 vols, quafto, i^cladn 
ing au enlarged index. It has befei^ furtlier con- 
tinued by. two publications of the Ijtatutes, 26 andr 
27 Geo. III. and is intended to be regularly qoii- 
tiriued in future, ftiortly after the clofe of Qaijh.fcf-. 
tfpn of parliament. 

Having thus taken a review of the. feveial^ftic- 
ceffive coUeftiops of our ftatute law;, it is now 
propofed' to niake a few general, ol?fei;\atipr\s on 
thea^ual ftate of ourprinted;ftatute-bopk, vyhich,* 
notwithftanding the apcuipulated labqpxs; and in- 
duftry ot- fo m^ny leajrjijjsd editor^, it is prefiimsd,^ 
falls ftiort of that degree of cor reft nefs and pec* 
fe£tion which is inaifp^tably defirabie in a^i. pb* 
jeft-of fo general*and national* concern. 

Jti purfuing this fuly eft, if may bq neceflary t<^ 
obfervd, of the legiflative a£l;s prior,' to thc.i Ric.L^ 
(which is by ftajt. Weft; I. determined to be itjicr, 
term within time of memory), that though they 
obtain at- this day no fprth^r than as by ufage an3[. 
cuftom they are engrafted* into the body of the^ 
common law, and make a part thereof, yet t^ey 
arc deferving notice in a general qoUeftipi^ of our 
cnafted laws, fevera} of that, period hfiving,^ as, 
hiftories and legal authorities atteft, madp con* 
fiderabie alterations in die former, ft^te of therlaws^^ 
and adminiftration of thp kipgdorp,, 

Of thefe it is faid by lor4- Coke,, that,, pftho^a*, 
made in the great number, of feipons.fincQ^ the 
conquefl^ a coniiderable p^jt. af,e ao; in, grint., 

Co. 
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Co*. Lit. no, a -particular inftaricc of which Is 
by the fame learned writer elfeWhere produced, df 
anafl of.parliarnent of the time of Will. 1, which 
was pleaded and held good in 21 Ed. III. P?^. 
io qth k^p*. 

Several other inftances of laws ena<?led vvithin 
thi3 period are adduced in the preceding chrono- 
logical deduftion of our law's, among which the 
ftarutes or conttitutions of the parliament of Cla- 
Tention (as they are terfned by Blackftone, vol. I V. 
422 ; or, according to lord Coke, the a£t of par- 
liament of the affize of Clarendon, 2 liift. 6), ap-» 
^earto have been of general import and authbrity, 
atid to have beeh received accordingly in the ad- 
Tuimfiration df the law of the realm. Reeves^s 
'Hijfl. 'Erig.^LaWy vol. I. 76, &c. 

• it appears furt*her, from the author jiift quoted, 
^at fevei^l acts of the couacil of the realm afc 
'tnentidned T)y Glanvil, as forming a part of the 
*Rw in the reigfi of Hen. 11. all other evidences of 
%ljich aSs are now loft. 

The fubfequent colle<^ion of our written laws 
frbixi the time of Ric. I. to that of Edw. IIU 
which comprehend what have antiently obtained 
*the diftihftion of Ant i qua iitatutay will not, on an 
accurate enquiry, be found more complete. On tti^ 
contrary, they appear to fall equally within the 
obfervation ahovementioned of lord Coke ; it be- 
ing alfo remarked by lord Hale, that doubtlefe 
'there were many afts of parliament of this period " 
which cfFefted coniidcrable alterations in the com- 
mon law, as it ftood in the preceding reigns, 6( 
which Jlli records and memorials are now loft. 

* See alfaWlutlocke's notes on the king's writ^ vol. |. 135, 18 i, 
187- 
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HaleU HJI. C. L. c. T. This opinion appears flaffy 
confirmed by fevcral inftances produced by Mr. 
A^rv^S in Hifl» 0/ Efg, La-vuy froi-n Brafton and 
concurrent evidences ; which, with fevcral' other 
authorities to the fame*purpofe, are before noticed 
in the preceding chronological acconiit of our 
laws, where mention alfo is made of fcveral re- 
markable inftances, in which the courts of lavr 
have. found it neceflary to enter folemnly into the 
enquiry of the e>:iftence and authority of feveial 
laws there mentioned *. 

From the beginning of the rei^n of Ed^-v. III. 
(from which period it has been obferved, they arc 
ufually entitled A^<?2^'/ St..tuhi)^ the ftatutes appear 
to have been originally drawn up im a different 
method than in the former reigns ^ aiid it may 
be prefumcd, that they have been preferved to 
our times with greater degrees of correftnefs 
and a*^ithenticity. It appears, however, that many 
exceptions are to be made in this conceiEon; 
to account for which it may be fatisfaftory 
to the ftudent to perufe what is related by lord 
H4le of the ancient manner and procefs of pafTing 
aSs of padiament, and of extrafting them from the 
record f. Jt is intended to notice only in this 
place fuch particulars on this head of our afts 
of parliament as have occurred on an occa- 
fional and curfory obfervation, and as have 

* Lf)rcl Hjlr has enumerated fnch of the /ln*'qua Statute as 
were in his time knowii Co be on reconl, and fuch as were not on 
record. Hi/. C. '.. c i, j.ome further difcoveries as to tl;? foiiner 
have been mr.de b) later wntrrs. See more particidai' information 
on this fubjeft In P'rf, to R fbs^/i, ^dit, Stat. 

f See this fiihjea nlO- trented of in Jurif^iflion of the court nf 
Chancery, at the end of i Cliiiii. Rep Butler's note oq Co. Lit. 
*6o. b. and Reeves's Hill. Eng. Law, III. 145. 

brca 
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liCM found mentioned by feveral law-writers of au- 
Hiorityt wbofe refearches haveledthem to an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the more oUcvre -parts of 
our Statute Law, and toan enquiry into the degrees 
of authenticity with which it is tranfmitted to us. 
Lord Coke, who undoubtedly ftands forenioft of ail 
Our writers in this branch of iLnowledge, pointed 
out (4 Inft. tp) under feveral general ebfervations^ 
a variety of inftances of incprredtnefs nn tiae com- 
pilation of this part of our Statute*law, which it 
is apprehended have not been fufficiently attended 
.to by tjie later editors of the Statute-bode, but 
whichy it is |iiefumed, being ftrongly recom^- 
xnended by his lordfhip, would greatly contribute 
<to tlie more accurate publication of our Statute- 
Law. 
!• Thefe are in print, but not of record. 
AO E. IIL The oath of the judges *. 

5«y if. III. c. 4, 5. 6. 7.-8* concerning4he Al- 
neger and Gafcoign wines. 

37 E. Wl.c. 7. touching fikerveflels* 

37 £. IIL -c. i^ of hawks.. - 

2 R. II. c 3. of fained guifts. 

a R* II. c. 5. of news. 

7 R. II. c 15. againft maintenance. 

9 IS. II. c. 3. of error and attaint. 

II A^. II. c.4 5. 6. 

13/2. II. c. li. touching clothes^ 

13 R. II. c. 19. touching falmonsv 

« This is eUewhere contended to be no adt of 'pie^vattflt^ 
ha&n 146. 224. 
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13 R. II. c. 2. touching pilgrims. 

13 R. 11. c. 15. t6uching the king's paftlca 
and gaols. 

14 /v. II. c. 7. concerning tin. 

ij R. II. c. 8. of unlawful alTemblies, 

17 A\ II. c. 9. concerning lalnions. 

27 H, V], c. 3. touching employments, 

ThcTe inftances are almoft entirely contra-* 
difted by Prynne, who affirms, that though 
not extant in the Parliament Rolls of the 
refpeftive years, yet that they are all extant 
on the Statute Rolls of thefe years in the 
Tower, except the firft-mentloned, of which 
fee Prynne on 4th Fnft. 38. 

II. Thefe a£ls of parliament are of record, and 
not in print. 

II ^. III. The creation of the dukeof Corn^ 
\9eLll by authority of parliament. 

3 R. II. n. 39. concerning juftices of peace, 
a .profitable law for them. 

8 li- II. n. 31. concerningthe jurifdiftion of 
the conftable and marfhal*. 

20 /?. II. concerning the legitimation of the 
children of John of Gaunt duke of I^aii^ 
cafter, by Kath. Swinford. 

5 //. IV. n. 24. A coiiimiflion or aft of 
parliament for arraying and mufterhig of 
men. 

8 Hen. IV. n, 12. clergy exempted from ar- 
raying and muftering of men. 

* 4 Inil. 123, 125. 

; -11 
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^' II H. TV. n 28. Againft bribery and bro- 

cage in great officers, judges, &:c. * 
^ ' 11 H. IV. n. 63. Concerning attorni^s, &c. 

6 H. VI, n. 27, That a queen of England, 
Dowager, fhall not contraft herfclf, or 
marry, without the king's licence 't» 

9. H. VI.' n. 25. Concerning fees ©f privy 
counfellors, and otiier head officers 

To thefe inftances produced by the lord Coke, 
in this place, may be added the following ; 

17 £. III. n. '^. Concerning perfops arrefted 
iu the Marfhalfea J. 

17 E. III. n. 15 Making the tranfportation 
of filver, and the importation of fajfe qjo- 
ney, felony ^. . * 

18 E. Ilf. Concerning ecclefiaftical livings \\. 
40 E. III. n. 8. An aft declaring, that the 

king cannot put hirafelf or his kingdom 
under foreign fubjeftion, without confent 
of parliament**. 

7 ^.11. An aft confirming the charters and 
liberties of the city of London f f. 

♦ Reciteil in 3 Inft. T46. 224. See alfo Serjeant Ver^fUvyhji g. 
in .lord MaccUrji Lfs 'Trial in State Trian,, v. VI. 735. 760. 

f Printed in /2)Z?jr Pljc, Pari. 672, and Bnrrington\ C6ferv. on 
Stat. 3 Hen. VI. See alfo Hargr. Co. Lit. 133. b^ 

X Quoted in 4th hji, 130. 

• § Recited in 3 lip.. 93. [ 

II Mentioned In NUoi/on'i Enr, WJI. LIB. 190. edit. 17 14. 

»'*■ Recited in 4 /./. 13. 

ft Qnoted by C.ilthrope in City Ubertie?. V. C tton's Ar, R - 
#cr</, 7^. II. n. 37r 

Z 2 7 RAU 
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15 R. II. An aft or ordinance for cleanfmg 
the cities of London and Wefimuifter ^. 

8 H. IV. m 8^. Concerning^ the Jiiicildiftioa 
of the Marifaalfea conrt t» 

9 H. IV^ An z& intitled Indeoiniiy de Seig* 
niors& Commons:. 

14 H..IV. n. 23. An aft concerning grants, 
of the Crown §• 

9 H. VI. n. 15. An zdL enabling tbi majdr and 
ehamberlain of London^ (on thepiUtion efjobn 
Carpenter y executor 0/ Rtcbard ff^bitlington)r 
to diftrain fop the rent of certain pre* 
mifes bequeathed- by Sii? John Pulteney for 
the relief of the prifoncrs ia Newgate ||. 

ic tt VL An^ aft- concerning juftices of both 
benches is abridged by Raikell, under that 
title, n.^4. 

Jiiftices in Eyre, an old ftatutc on 
this fiibjeft is inferted in- Cay*s abridgment 
under that tStic^ from an antient MS. for- 
merly belonging to judge Dodderidge, 

a8 H. VI. n; oS* Statute of refumptions **. 

4 E. IV. 

f Quoted ia 4ih Jfifi. r'^o. See alfo Surgn 9M Inj9htiu^f xi8< 

J4th/#9. 

§ Recited by Daveneint en grants an4 rtfumptiensy 3^. edit. 145, and 
therein much relied on-: but fee Jus Rej^imii, &c. in anCwer to Dr. D, 

II Recited in^ Hjle/s Phc, Par/, 676. See sUo Qot{w*s Ahu 
fords, 599. 

*♦ Tliis adl is on record at the Receipt oT ihe Exchequer, it W, 

' "^I in Ttlvet ton's jtrgumint coHcernit^ Impofitiontf 410. 1641.49* 

Vid to have been modeUed by the great Sir John Fmtjtm, at 

that 
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. 4 M. IV. n. 3a. A fpecial zSk to enable the^ 
dtitchefs of Exeter to a£t as a fingle wo-^ 
man during the life of her hufband, wha 
was attainted of treafoa ^. 

3 H. y III. n, 10. An aft concerning plac* 
ing of the lords in the Parliament cham-» 
her, and other afiemblies and conferences 
of counfelt- 

13 EH%^z. 29* An ad concerning the feyerat 
incorporations of the Univerfities of Ox« 
ford and Cambridge J. 

JII. In thefe a6ts divers claufes are omitted out 
of the print which are in the Parliament 
RolU 

25 E. Ill ft. 6. Statute of provilbrs of bo» 
nefices§. 

36 E. III. c. 3. In the aft of purveyors, &c* 
in the claufe of the penalty, the ftcward, 
treafurer, and comptroller, arc exprefsly 
named, but omitted in the print. 

-that time chief juftice of the King*s-Bench, and has been much re- 
lied 00 by writers on this fubjedb. V. Dsveruat en Grsntt^ &c. 3d 
edit. 145. It is alfo quoted by Seld,.n in Plfert, ad Flcu c ult. 

* Quoted in lord HaUx notes on Cv, Lit, Hargr, Co, Lit. 133 ^. 
V. Cotton** j4br. Recortis, 4 E. IV. n. 42. The,ack is extant. Pari, 
Ro//sy vol. V. 548. 

f Printed at length in Seldof^s Titks of Honor, 744. edit. 1675, of 
which fee iS, 747. 

X This memoraUe 2/Bt was not primed in any editioo of the ftsK 
tutes before Hawkins* 

§ " In the roll of parliament of the ftatote of provifors there are 
inore iharp and biting words againft the Pope than in the print, 
a myftery often in ufe, bQt not lo be^own of all men." a Inft» 
S8j. 

2 R. III. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l8z GENERAL ACCOU^NTOl^ 

2 R. II. ft. 2. c. 4. In confirmatioTt- of li- 
berties, '&c. faviDg the king's regality is 
omitted. 

13 R. II. c. I. Concerning prefentations of 
the king4 theiaft claule ' concerning rati- 
fications of the king, is omitted. 

13 -R. II. c. 2. Touching provifions. 

14 R, II. c. 4. n. 9. Concerning regrators 
of wools, high prices omitted in the print. 

17 J?. li. c. 4. Of malt, leaveth out Hert- 
fordfhire. 

2 H» V, c. 3..n. 38.. Concerning enquefts *. 

IV. In thefe there is more in the print than in 
the record. 

9 H, IV. c. 8. n. 43. Touching provifions. 

2 H, V. ft. 2. c. 38. Touching Jurors. 

Under this obfervation may be clafled, 

18 -E. III. ft. I. p. I. Concerning oiigents f. 

V. In thefe the print varies from the record in 

fome material thing. 
Generally, in all the ftatutes made concerning 
provifions or other ufurpations of the Pope, 
the biting and other bitter v^ords are left 
out in the print. As to take an example 
or two. 

* V. a //. V. ft. 2. c 3. This, and feveral other ftatutes men- 
tioned alfo in this place by lord Coke as omitted in the print, ar« 
now included inthe later editions of the ftatute-book. 

f Mr. yu/ij e Tares obferved, that this ftatn'e hath nepativi 
, words jn the printed edition, though it is faitl not to be fo in tfi* 
parliament roll. 5 Burr, 2547. 

38 
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. j8 £.111. c. 1, 2. 3, 4, In print, ar>d 11. 9. 
&c. in the roll. 

3 ^. III. c. 3. In print, and n, 37, &c. in 
the roIU the bilhops being lord chan- 
cellors. 

.-9 R. II. n. t. The print miftakes the be- 
ginning of the parliament, viz. the Mon- 
day after St. Luke, for Friday. 

.9 H IV. c, 2. n. 26. Concerning attorneys^ 
&c. 

,9 H v.; c. 2- and 3. Printed as perpetualin 
fome books, though they were to endure 
but until the next parliament. 

A ^oU of parliament intituled 14 E. IV. 
where it Ihould be 13 E. IV. 9. 

Here alfo may be added, 
,4 H, I V : c. '3. An aft concerning reverfal of 
judgments by attaint or error ^\ 

VI. Statutes pretended to be enafted, and after 
difaffirmed, and yet printed. 

5 /?. II. c. 5. ft. 2. Concerning herefiesf* 
by which fheriffs were commiffioned to 
apprehend pi-eachers of herefy. 

2H.IV. 

♦ This flaUite, which was mxich relied iinon in the certificate of ' 
the judges, temp. Jac. 1. concerning the jnrifdiclion of the court of ^ 
•Chancery, is faid to be imperfectly printed, and not faithfully 
tranflated. V. i R f. inCb.in. .52. 

f Annulled by 6 R, II, p. 5Z. Difaffirmed by the Commons, for 
that they protelled it was never their meaning to be juftified, and 
to bind themfelvcs and their fucceirors to the prelates, no more 
than their anceftors had done before them. This ftippofed a£l is, 
however, printeil at length in Rjjh/l as a ftatute, an<\ holds a place 
in all the coUt<St5ons of thenft, Xhough it was annuUed as abovemen- 
tioned in the next feirion; but it is remarkable, that theadtby 
which it was aiinulied hath been from time to time kept fio n tlie 

print. 
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a HAV.c. 15. Di<aTOwedl>Y the Commons, 
and yet the pretended aft printed *. 

t H. *V« c. 6. [7\ Againft preachers. Dif- 
avowed the next parliament by the Com- 
monSt for that they never aflented, and 
yet the fuppofed aft printed f. 

• VIL Whole parliameilts omitted out of the 

print, wherein there be many notable 
things to be obfervcd. 

Beiides feveral inftances mentioned under thii 
head by lord Coke, of the reign of Edw* II. 
the following are produced within the pe« 
nod of Nova Statuta. 

6 £. III. A parlianwfit holden at Weft- 
minfter the . Monday after the feaft of St. 
Gregory. 

8 £. III. A parliament held at York, the 
day before the feaft of St* Peter in Ca- 
thedra. 

II £. IlL At Weftminftcr, whereat the 
prince was created duke of Cornwall, &c. 

firinC. I W. U, f . C. 394* in note^ cites 12 At^. 55. It is fcntbir 
&d, that the firft mentioned af^, though pafled withoot coofeot 
■ot die comroonsy was put in execution and continued in force till it 
was repealed by i Ed. VI. c. 12. and i Eliz. c i. See Frtftaf 
Rifffbdad't Stat, and Prymu on .4/^ InJI,.^^^. 398;. 

Lord Coke obfervesy that Robert Bnnbroke, biihop^ of Londoiit 
was then lord chancellor ; and by this, and that which follows, it 
appeareth how neceffary it was in tboTe days to have'fome of tlit 
•Commons to be at the ingrofling of the parliament rolls, as ap- 
pearetb Rot, PmrLt ff, IV. 11. 56,-7 Hi IV. n. 6c, &c. and Abd, 
ttttentl. Pari, c.S, 

* Printed alfo at length in Ra/itU, and accordingly in the fubfe- 
^nent editions. 

f Printed alfo «K Uaffh uxRAfi^U^vkA accordkisly in the fub- 
luenteditiaBS. 
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»' >f3 £. rn. Aif Wcftiiiinitet-, ih 15 M}<?h. 

^ 22 £. nf. At Weitmiiifter, ^he Monday 
niext after the week in the niiddcft of Lent 

29 E. HL At Weftminfter, tlie day after St* 
Martin. 

.40^ iF. III. At Weftmirifter, the Monday af- 
ter the Invention of the Crofs. . 

^ R. II. At Weftminftcr, the Friday after 
the feaftof St. Mark. 

^ .^To thefe inftances may be added, 

>5it.n. At Wincbeftcr*.- 

' Win. Whote parH^nrtdhts i*epfealrd and' riiaS^ 
rdd by fubfeguelnt parlianlents. 

f^ E. HI. Repealed, V. ij^/. PdrL ij E, tit 
h. 23. 

16 iJ. 11. Belknap, C- /• Cl- J*^ advifed king 
Ricliard II. that he might revoke the ordi- 
nances made in this parliament, arid, after 
being forced to fubfcribe that opiaon, was 

[ baniftied. 

.11 R. II. Repealed by 21 R. IL 

:2fl R. n. Repealed by t H. IV.' c. 3. by 
which the before- mentioned- parliament it 
revived; 

38 //* VL A parliament holdcn at Oaventry 
is \Vhally repealed by 39 H.Yh c, iv 

** An a<Sl of this parliament (before noticed) i$ mentioned intw# 
proclamations of the fubfequcnt year, 1 6 /?. 11. but no ftatutes or 
ordinances of that y«ar are extant in print m the AaiaCe book. V. 

A a 4j 
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. 49 H. yi. Et readoptionis regni foi primOr 
is repealed and reverf^d by Rot. Pari, iz 
£. IV. n. 

lltX. Statutes pf difputed. authority as a£ks of par* 
• liament. • ' ' ' 

46 E. III.. Concerning records of the King's 

Qourr*. ' •' 

8 //. VI. c. 29. Concerning Inquefts de Me- 
. dietate linguae, where an alien is party f. 

In further proof .of the incoxrefl: manner in 
• which the ftatutcs have been originally coilcfted 
. and committed to the prefs, it is obfervable, that 
in the. annual coUeftion toade^of the afts gf ;i 
Eliz. and printed in that year by R. Juggc and J. 
Cay wood, printers to her ihajefty, there is men- 
tioned in the table, cap. 5. *•* An aft for the ad- 
" mitting and confecrating of archbyftioppcs and 
*' byfhoppcs," which feems, after having" been 
printed, to have been caftrat^d from out the boot; ; 
and in another edition of thofe afts, bearing the 
fame^date, printed by J. Jugge (alfo printer to 
the Queen's majefty), it is wholly omitted in the 

• This ftatuteor ordinance is reciteJ by lord Coke mPrff.j^ 
iJi Reft. 9B jcc\ atft of parliament, for which he is'cenfured as" having 
fence occafioned many doubts and great difcontents ; this fuppofed 
Hatute having been relied npon in Col. Sidney* i Trial, 35 Car. II. 
and in lord Prrfim'sTria/, 2 Will and Mary. The ordinances of 
this parliament <are .printed in Cay*s edition pf ihe flatiites, x'>vich fo 
much of ^he record as may (hew that they were not made till after 
the difmlflionoFthe knights of the /hires, which irregularity might 
perhaps be the reafon why they were not entered u'})on the flacute 
rolls or printed in the. ilatute book before Mr. Cay s edition. V- 
pre/, rx> C<i/t Stat. 

f The authority of this ftatiitc, as an aft of parliament, isqyeT* 
ioned in Dyer, 144, b. and denied Co. Lit. i ^q^ b. and 8 Rei). 20 b. 
ls having been enafted by the king and lords only. 

table. 
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tfljic, as alfo in all fubfequent editions of the fta- 
fiites. This' aft (of which fee further, Stillingflect 
on the Ecclcf. lurifd.), appears, from D'Ewes's 
Journal; to have paflcd both houfes of parliament, • 
and the queen's exercife of that povyer feems to 
have given great difcontent, and to have occa- 
ficrned 'the making the aft of 8 Eliz. c. i. Itis'- 
alfo rc'markable,' that ' though thrs aft is 'totally.' 
omitted, the a£is of that year in Hawkins, and * 
the fubfequent editions, confifl of two more chap* 
ters than in the original collection. 

The foregoing obfervations and inftances pro- - 
diiced in fupport of them have, it is prefuraed, 
pointed out the loofe and inaccurate manner in ^ 
which the original compilation of the flat ute -book 
has been framed. I'he defe£ts and inaccuracies 
before-mentioned are for the moft part chargeable 
on all the editions of it, and the frequent com- 
plaints of authors, who, in their refearches on dif- 
ferent fubjefts of law, have been led to a more 
minute inveftigation of the adlual ftate of our ' 
printed ftat.ute book, feem to make it defirable, as 
a national objeft, that a more authentic and cor - 
reft publication of it fliould be produced. That 
purpofe would, at the prefent period, be much 
facilitated by the publication of the Rolls of par- 
liament, which has of late years been made under 
the dircftion of the houfe of lords, from whence, • 
probably, a great part of the errors and omiilions 
pointed out principally on the authority of lord - 
Coke in the preceding pages, and niany o hers 
that would without doubt appear on a clof r in- 
fpeftion, might be correfted and fjpplieJ. 

A a 2 T© 
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To thofe who jj\s^ be difpofed to p^rii^e far •te- 
ther enauijries jon this hea^, it may l?e lof u(k tp^ 
coufult ieveral affiftances extant inour public ii- 
b(9jieSy wkich feem to be the produce of the la-v- 
bour3 of certain leaned and induftrioi;!^ pBrfQijLs 
fp;rmeriy eng^ed on tbis fubjeft ; fome-of whipl^ 
s^e pointed out in tbe preceding fed:ion of iJ(m^ 
publif: record^, Uuder tlie Utk^ STA']D'UTf4« 



Vn. READ. 
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THE Lftw^ tt^atiftSy wkich apeufxiaiiy entitled*^ 
feadtngs, the ftib}e£k of which was. generally 
the expc^tion of ibme ftatute, appear to have beeii 
the refuk of the fiudkfr of the T^tofefEbrs of the 
kw» who, in former tinties^ were chofen; from.^ 
among tlie barrifl^rs itrthe feveral inns of conrt^. 
atid whofe offitie^ fertned a neceiTaFy q4sahiicatioa' 
and ftep towards advancement ta the more emi^ 
neat iitiiatian» in the profeffion. The cuftom of 
tfaele oceafional exercifes of learning have been 
ioRg fincc difcontimied, the form only and titles 
of the office, it feems, berng preferved in the fe^ 
teral focieties for tj!ie iludy of the law. 

The pr^ilice of thefe Icflrares appears to have^ 
been or great antiquity, and they were formerly 
iblempized at a great expence, and with much 
pomp and ceremoay, being generally attended by 
the judges, and, on feme occafions, were ho- 
noured with the royal prefence. 

Many curio^a p^irticulars concerning thenu 
may be fp-ijud in Dugdale's Originei Jurid^ 
where alfp are to be raet with catalogues of* 
thofe who h^ve fiiltd that office in the feveral lav^ 
locieti^s^ which contain the venerable names of 
many, who; afterwards held the mofl exalted fla^ 
tipas, and pppved the greateft^ ornaments of thp 
profeflion. 

Among thefe aare recorded Sir Thomas Lit* 
ijeton, itord Chief Jujike Dyer,. Sir Robcr' 
<5«<W^i Lord Chief Jujiicc' Co)L^f Lord Chance' 
2 Ba^ 
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Bacon, Ju^g^ Dodderidge, all of whom have left* 
Specimens of their Icarnmg and induftry in theit 
exercifes on thefe occafions, as well as in their more 
voluminous labours. It is obfcrvable, that thefe 
readings were anciently of great authority, as ap- 
J)ears from a quotation of Littleton himfelf; 
Jie^. 481. (thotfgh it is' commonly underftood, 
that he cites no authority throughout his work) ; 
' hut it feems that lord Coke lamented in his days* 
that difufe of the former practice obferved in thofe 
exercifes, as prejudicial to the proper fludy of the 
Jaw, having alfo, in his commentary on the above- 
mentioned feftion of Littleton, exprefied himfelf 
on the fubjeft as follows : " Here it is to beob- 
** ferved of what authority antient ledures or 
** readings upon the ftatutes were, for tliat they 
** had five excellent qualities : i. They declared 
•* what the common law was before the making 
•* of the ftatute. 2- They opened the true fenfe 
*' and meaning of the ftatute. 3. Their cafes 
•* were brief, having at the raoftone point of tlie 
** common law, and another upon the ftatute. 
** 4. Plain andperfpicuons ; for then the honour 
** of the reader was to excel others in authorities, 
** arguments and reafons for proof of his opinion, 
•• and confutation of the objeftions againft it, 
•* 5. They read to fupprefs fubtle inventions to 
** creep out of the ftatute. But now (his lordffiip 
•* obferyes) readings having loft the faid former 
" qualities, have loft alfo their former authorities ; 
•* for now the cafes are long, obfcure, and in- 
"** tricate, full of new conceits, liker rather to 
** riddles than leftures, which, when they are 
•• opened, vanifh away like fmoak, and the rea- 
f * ders are like to lapwings, who feem to be 

^ **jMareft 
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• *^^.nearcft their nefts when they are farthcft from 
^\ them, and all their ftudy is to find nice evafions 
♦* out of the ftatute." 

„ Thefe readings undoubtedly fonx| a valuable 
commentary on many of the moft important of 
our aatiedt fiadites ; a great number.of them have 
never been made public, fome of which it is ap- 
prehended, though formerly ceceived and relied 
upon as eftablifhed authorities by the more an- 
lient law-writers, are now wholly loft ; but a con- 
fiderable part remaining in MS. are preferved in 
the Harleian and other public coUedions, and in 
ihe libraries of the learned. Such of them as are 
extant in print,, or as have been met with, quoted 
as authorities in our law books, on occafional.and 
curfory infpeftion of thcm^ are .here enumerated 
in the order of arrangement of the ftatutes to 
which they relate, with notice of ibeir refpcftivc 
. authors. - 

9 Hen. III. Magna Carta. By Sir Robert 
Brooke, ChufJuJilceC.P.i F. and M. 

, .c. 28. a very an- 
cientand learned readingonthisftatute, quoted 
^ byiord Coke *. 

CartadeForefta. By George Tre-; 
heme, Rtadir at Lincoln^ s /«w,temp^ i/. -VIII. 
By Sir Thomas Hclketh f. 
3 Edw. I. Weftm. I.e. i . de Pace. 14 readings. 
By Thomas Marrow, Serjeant X^ 20 H. VII. - 

* C«.Li/. 16S, b. 
. ^ f V. BiU. Leg^ u4ng, P. I. tit. Readings. 

J Thefe readings, which are not extant in print, -are qu(^ed asol 
great authority by the early writers on the office «f Juftice of peace,' 
partiaUarly by Lambarde. Copies of them are in feveral of the 
public libraries, and among the MSS. of Francis Hargrave, E(q; 

4 Edw. ^ 
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By »f Ant. Fiuherbc»e*, Ji^. C. P. it 
Hin. VIIL 

• .13 Bdiul. Weftm. It. c. r. Se donis conditi- 

efwKfcus, Sir Thomas Littdtont, 3^- 
C. f. 12 Htn. VII. Author df the Tenures: 
c. 4« /» cafii fuanda vir 
amiferiij &g. J 

. 0.3 ifiB*'. L Wcflm. II. c* M. OH' AppotlSi 
£icbardLittlBtOTi.§, SoK q£ JudgisLtttietdii^ 

• '^7 £Aii. I. <te fiifibiis Itff rfs\ 

Sir Erinwd Coke, G*. 5M; G. F. 4j\aci h 
andCK y^J£.B. m >^- 1. 

17 Edw. U. Prerogative* Ikejis |f. 

Sir Thomas Prowikc", C'*: ?V- ^5. -tf. lef 
; /for. VTI. 

•25 Jfiiy. Ift. c. 2. On TreafoHS. 
Robert Holbourne* 

27 Edw. Iir. c 1.7. K&rcl^nt Stranaert**, 
By Sir Edward' Littletbrt, JLi^r^/ CS^. Ju/i.'C. P. 
f^ Can h Bord Keeper lb Car, L 

• There are alfo extant in MS. by Fkihcrberr, it feadlngs on 
•^ ftaL of Marlebri(}gp,.52 Hen. lU. V; Ctf/..Af.S^. ^/.V.Il. 
-*• 1947- 

f Pr^. /0 CAe Lith and Cfl. Zi/. 19 a, 39 a. 
J Quoted Z^i/i le^. 481. A MS*, in an antient hand'wn^ng, con- 
- '^ning.i'eading) upon this and the greater' t^mt of the other chapters 
oi therfoMie Hatate, is in the hands of thecompilerh9nx)f« 

§ Pre/, to Co, Dtf. Dafton's Sbtiiff, 39a. 4L9. Br.Abn Appell. 
125, extant Harl, MSS. ». 1 6 9 1 . 

II Br, Abr, Apporcionijientagf Owxte vao.- Idiot 6y NotJte!t7, 
pffice devant efchetor 60, Petition 41, Teft'moigaes 30, Travcrs 
•4* Office 54, Villenage 71, alfo extant HarU MSS, n. 1691. 

*Qt printed, quoted by lord chief baron Parker inthe cafe^ 
d V. BarkATyji jisk^^A* Sbs^^ i SaJk, 46* 
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z Ric^ IT. c. 9. Parnor de Profits. 

Jufticc Martin *. Jyfl. C. P. z Hen. VI. 

13 Ric. II. Junfdiftion of the Admiralty. 
Sir Leoline Jenkins, Judgg of the Court of 
Jdmralty^ temp. Car. II. 

% Heu. VI. c. 9. ForciHc Entries. Thomas 
Rifden, Reader of the Inner Temple ^ 12 Eiiz. 
Another of the fame Name^ 10 Jac. I. 

4 Hen. VII. , On Fines, 15 Readings t- John 
Denfliall, Serjeant at Law^ 23 Hen. VIII. 

4 //«. VII. c. 17. On Aids, ii Readings. 
By Thomas Audley f, whofucceeded Sir Tho- 
mas More as Lord Chancellor ^ 24 Hen. VIII. 

21 H. VIII. c. 13. De fecultatitms bendficior. 
Reading at Middle Temple, 2 Aug. 1619. 
Sir James Whit\ock,Ju/iicee/ King's Bineh^ 
22 Jac. I. and Chief Juflice ofCheJier §. 

21 H. c. 19. Of Avowries. By Thomas Rif- 
den, Render of the Inner Temple^ 12 Eli% 

23 H. VIII. c. 5. Of Sewers. John Hernc. 

27 H. VIII. c. ID* Of Ufes- By Sir Francis 
Bacon, 5^/. Gen. 5 Jac, Attorney Gen, 1 1 Jac, 
Lord Keeper 14 Jac. Lord Chan. 1% Jac, 

27 H. VIII. c. 10. Of Jointures. Sir John 
Brograve. 

' ♦ Norprintcd, V. Br. Abr, FeoffinAit de tcrres, 19 ih. Parnor, 4. 

f V. C*f. MSS, j^ag. v.ll. n. 1947. The printed copies con- 
tam only fix readings. 

} Mentioned in the author's life in Biogr. Brltan. and in FulUf^s 
IVortbit, A copy of them is among Mr. Hargrjve*s MSS. 

§ Not printed, qiiiiiCed In yac^lfj DiS. it f. Monkery ; mentioned 
in .^ptnk. to Hearne'i Curious Difceurfa am! H^ocd's ^shtn. 490. ex-. 
tant m jfjl^fiol Muf. Ox/. CutaL MSS. jing. v. 1. n. 7858. A copy 
of tt^is reading is olfo among Mr. HargravaU MSS, aiid another in 
the pojKeflioa of the compiler hereof. • 

B b 28 
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.28 H. VIII. c. 2. Oh limitation of Aflions- 
By Robert Brooke *. 

32 H. VIII. c. 5. On Sewers. Robert CaUjs. 

32/7. VIII. c. I. On Wills. 

.34.» 35 H. VIII. Explanation of above ftat. 
Sir James Dyer, AfMU Temple. 

34, 35 H VIH. On Wills. Pophamf. 
35 H. VIII. c. 6. On Trial by Jury. Sir 
Thomas Williaijjs, iSpeaker H. C. 5 Eliz. 

13 Eliz. c. 7. On Bankrupts John Stone, 
Serjeant at LaWy 16 Car, I. 

43 Eli%, c. . Charitable Ufes. Sir Francis 
Moore, • 4. Jac. I. Mid. Temp. 

3 Car, I. Petition of Right. William Prynn^t, 

Bcfides thofe above enumerated on particular 
ftatutes, the following are written on general 
fubjefts. 

Reading on Copyholds. Charles Calthropc. 

Reading on Advowfons. Sir John Dod- 
der idge§. 

, Cale and Arguments againfl Sir Ignoramus at 
Cambridge, in a reading at Staple Inn, by 
Robert Callis, Serjeant at Law. 

* There are alfo extant Harl MS^ n. 1692, Brook's Readings, 
A D. 16(4, 0^43 Eliz c. 8. (^if by Sir Rob. Brooke. 

f Not printed) quoted in Vyer^ 218. b. 

t Not printed, extant among Mr. PetytU MSS. in Inner Temple 
Library, and among Mr. Hargrove's UlSS, 

§ Lefturae Juiidicae Magift Doddrige, 1594, extant in HdrJ. 
MSS. iu 5053, 

Neither 
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Neither of the following appear to be extant m 
print, but are found frequently quoted in the 
la.<y-books, without mention of the particular 
■ ftatute of which they refpeAively treat. 

1 Aldfworth^s reading. Lii^coln's Inn Left..- 
38 £//a.* 

2 Archer's reading* on -the laws of the foreft f. 
. 3 Chiborne's reading, anno, i Hea. VIH. J. 

4 Cock's reading §. 

5 Fitzjames's (Sir John) reading H.- 

6 Gwin's reading. Richard G^wyn^ Reader ^ In^ 
nerTempff^ ^J'*ic, ** 

7 Harrifon's reading, at Lincoln's-Inn, Lent 
1632. tt 

8 Herbert's reading. The author was reader 
at the Inner Temple 12 Car. I. J J 

9 Philips's reading §§. Q^ Francis Philips, 
reader of the Inner Temple 13 Car^ U. 

♦ Dy^* 355- 3- 

•f- Qiiotcd in ManwGod'iForeft Ltxot 4to. 59 b. 

+ D,ilron*s Sheriff', 386, &c. There is alio extant, Harl. MS-T* " 
149a, Chibborne's reading, A. D. 161 3, on Hat- 33 lien. VIII. 

§ IL tit. Felonie, Biirglane. 

II Br* Air, Apporcionment, 18. Prerogative le Roi, 134. 

«* Cowcfi 75/l7. verb. Common Pleas — Conge d'elire— Court nf 
Rcquefts — Juftices in Eyre — and Cat. HtrL MSS. 813, art. z6, 
where it is obferved of this Reading, " It touches much upon the 
" fubjeiftion of the church and clergy to the law of the land in fe- 
<« vcral inftances." 

1*+ Quoted in Dfer, aoo, in margin and yiasr, Baron and Femey 
A 16. i^. C 6. in notes. 

JJ V. 2 Rolli.Ahr, 515. 

§§ W«r^r. Co. lir. 33. a. 

B b r> 10 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



jg6 GENERAL-.A'^COUlfT 6P 

10 Reading, temp. Hen. VIL concerning the 
office of Coroner *. 

1 1 Reading, temp. Hen, VIL by W. N f 
] 2 Reading on Quo Warranto. J 

13 Reading (S). § 

. 14 Thatcher's reading, 1$ Hen. VII, || 

15 Whorhod's reading, 35 Hen.Yl. 

Q. William V^horviooAy^ Solicitor Gtn. 27 
Hen. VIII. Attorney Gen. 32 Hen. VIII. ** 

' * Bf. Ahr. Appell. 62. lb. Corone %i. 

f Br. Abr. Corone, 181, fcq. lb. Saadhiarle 11. 

J ^r. y^Ar. Quo Warranto la. 

§ 5r. Abr, Recognizance, 14. 

II Br. Mr. Wafto, 96. Tr. 15 H. ViL 11. 21. 

«« i^r. ^r. Defeifance, x8. Dii'cent.40. Frefcrlptioci, xo^» 



-VIII. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LAWS AND JtAW-WR ITERS. jgy 

VIII. Of the BOOKS of REPORTS, 
OF CoUeAions of the adjudged Cafes in tlie fe- 
veral Courts of Law and Equity. 



'T^HE word Report is ufed by Littleton, who 
•*• wrote in the reign of Edw. IV. and is ex- 
plained by lord Coke, as fignifying *' a public tela- 
" tion, or bringing again to memory cafes judi* 
** cially argued, debated, refolved, or adjudged 
"•in any of the king's courts of juftice, together 
" with fuch reafons as were delivered by the 
" judges of the fame," in which acceptation the 
term is now generally underftood. 

The ufe and neceiEty of recording and tranf- 
mitting the authorities of judicial determinations 
having at all times exifled, it accordingly appears, 
that Colleftions have, in very early ages, been 
made of them, among which (not to mention 
the books of Mofes, who is, by Lord Coke, faid to 
have been the firft reporter of law *,) may, perhaps, 
be reckoned as the moft antient of our own coun- 
try, the book of Judgments, which is faid to 
have been compofed by king Alfred, and to have 
been received as authority in Weftminfter Hall 
as late as the reign of Edw^ IV. Other antient 
records of this nature are quoted in tlie Mirr^ rf 
Jujiices^ but of which all other memorials are 
now loft. 

It is the opinion of a learned judge and aa 
eminent reporter t> that though we are not pofleiled 

♦ Pre f. 10 6 Rep. + Prcf. to Sir J. Davys's Rep. 

of 
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of any Collcftion of Reports in print, prior to 
the reign of Edyj^ L except the broken cafes in 
the older abridgments, which are not higher than 
the reign of Hen. III. yet afluredly (he obferves) 
there were other reports digefted in years and 
terms as ancient as the time of William the Con- 
queror, as appears by Chaucer, who of the fer- 
jeaht at law &ys, '^ 

In terms had ke cafes and domys ally 
7 hat fro* the time of king fVelyam wasfalh 

Notwithftanding it may be thought; th^t this 
poetic authority iland^ in wan^ of confi^rimationy 
It is certain, that many reports pf caCt^s, befidcs 
thoie extant in the year bool^s, aod in the old 
abridgments, and the detacWd ca^es in the writ- 
ings of Bra^on^ Littlton, lord Ceke^ Selden^ and 
the more antient law-yirriters ; others were for- 
merly in the hands of the learned ; in particular, 
forae of the time of Yxngjohn^ are quoted by lord 
Hale *i and others of Edw. I. are mentioned as 
formerly in the libi;ary of Mr. Selden ; and lord 
CokA exprefsly meiuions others which he had fce^i 
of the reigns of Hen. III. Ewu^. I, &ct. which 
he receives as of equal authority with thofe of the 
fabfequent reigns, which we liave in print under 
the title of Annals, or Year books. 

It is the generally received opinion, that the 
oSice of reporting the. determinations of our 

* Hift. Com. Law, c. 7. 

f Some of thefc coUeftions, pfobably,^rra a part of MSS.be- 
queatheii by Sir Matt. Hale ta Lincoln's-Iaa Library. Several other 
«oUe^ions have ^eeu poiijtCed oui under the r^fpe^verreigos ia thp 
foregoing chronologieal account of our laws, befides which, there 
are fome of a fliU earlier date, viz. Placita & alia de temp. Ric. I. 
>|£C..CaC. MSS. An£^. V. II. n. ic^i3. HacL MSS. n. 4256. ' 

courts 
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courts was inftituted by royal autliority ; agree- 
able to which, Plowden obferves, that in old time 
fas I haVeof credit heard, %s he) *' there w^re 
** four reporters of our cafes of law, which were 
*' chofen men, and had a yearly ftipend for their 
'V travail therein payed by the king of this rcalm^ 
*' and they confert'ed all together at the making 
*' aAd fetting forth of the report." 

The origin of this apjpointment is, by lord 
Gohf iffighed to die reign oi Edw, III. when, he 
obferves, the law being in its height, the caufes 
and reafons of judgments, in refpeft of the mul- 
^ titude of them, are not fet down in the records 
(as in the former reigns, wheh he remarks there 
was no heed of reports) : but then the great ca- 
fuifts and reporters of cafes (certain grave and fad 
men) publiflied the cafes, and the reafons and 
caufes of the judgments and refolutions, which^ 
froni the beginning of Edw, III. and fince, we 
have in print *. Thte office of reporters is alfo 
faid to have been font inued by the fame authority^ 
during the reigns of Hen. IV. Hen. V. Hen. VI. 
Edw. IV. and till the reign of Hen. VIII. 

It is fomewhat differently related by Black- 
ftonet» that the .reports are extant in a regular 
feries, from the reign of Edw. II inclufive, and 
that from his time to tliat of Hen. V4IL they 
were taken by the prothonotaries, or chief fcribes 
of the cotirt, at the expence of the Crown, and 
puhlifhed annually, whence they are known un- 
der the denomination of the " Year books," or^ as 
they are fometimes called, Annals. 

* 4 Inft. 4* 
t Com. V.L71. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding the importance of the. office 
above dcfcribed, and the notoriety that might be 
iuppofed to attend the exercife of it ; it is remark- 
able, that ainaoft all the particulars relating to it 
are at this day involved in fo much obfcurity, that 
it is not -known on what authority the information 
of the authors juft mentioned is founded, nor 
have the names of any of the faid reporters be«n 
handed down to us by any authentic teftimony *• 

It is alfo obfervable, that the cafes of a con- 
fidcrable number of years t* witiiin the period 
abovementioned, by the learned author of the 
Commentaries, and even of the whole reign of 
Sic, I(. are wanting to compleat the feries of the 
printed CoIIeftion of the year books ; notwith- 
ftanding that the cafes of that reign, and of the 
other years omitted, are in great part extant in the 
older abridgment of Statham, Fitzherbert, and 
Brooke, as alfo many more which are not elfe* 
where exant in print, and flill others are found 
quoted by our antient law-writers from cafes re« 

* It may* however, be obferved, that 'at the end of Mich. 2i 
E. 111. 50, it follows, Icyjejinijpmt Its nfartes du Monf. Horewode, 
Mnd afitrtvardii ley ^enfuivent certains cajet fwU de bort un autre r^art 
fut t^cnt eti dam Us reports du Monf. Horewod, par ti devant im^ 
primes. It is aHb remarked, that i and z Ed. IV. appear to have 
been coUe^ed by one Townihend, as nay be feen at the eo^ of 
tiwfe annals. V.Herbert's edit. Ames 302. 

f The cafes of the following years are whoUy wanting in the 
printed Colle<5lion of the Year books. 

Edw. III.^An.*ii to 16, — 19 and 20-^31 to 37, 

RicII. The whole reign. 

Hen. V. An. 3, 4, 6. 

Hen. VI. An. 5,6, 13, 15, 16, 17, 23 to 26, 29. 

Hen. Vll. An. 17,18, i^. . 

Hen VIU. An. i to 12 — 15, 16, 17, 20, to 25, 28, &c. 
Some of the omitted years are extant among the Harleian MSS. n. 

■«; 4557> 4585. ' . . 

z maining 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LAWS AND LAW-WRITERS. 2OI 

maining in MS./bearing equal marks of authen* 
ticity with thofe which we are in pofleffion of in 
print. 

It is to be lamented, that the fame authority 
by which it is faidihefc colleftions were originally 
compofed, had not interpofed in ordering a more 
compleat and regular compilation and publication 
of them, niore particularly at thae period of their 
repubhcation when they were unanimoufly recorii- 
mended to the prefs by the twelve judges, as aii 
effential part of the law ftudcnt's library j on the 
contrary, they appear for the mod part to have 
been given to the public in detached terms and 
years, as they happened to be preferved, and to 
come into the hands of thofe who were interefted 
or difpofed to make them public after the ufe of 
printing had obtained in England ; and to this 
circumftance it is, perhaps, to be attributed, that 
the cafes of fo njany entire years are wholly- 
wanting. 

The Reports of the reign g( Edw. I. though 
not extant in any regular feries in print, are faid, 
though briefly ftated to be very good. Of the cafes 
of the reign of Edw» IL it is obferved, that there 
are many entire copies of them excellently re- 
ported, exhibiting a fair fpecimen of the learning 
of the judges and pleaders of that time ; thefe are 
noticed in a preceding feftion under the refpedtive 
reigns. 

Of the reign of Eaw, I IT. when, according to 
lord Goke, the office of Reporters was ellablifhed, 
the Reports confilt of four volumes, the two firft 
of which contain, with the exception of a few 
years, as before noticed, the cafes from the firft to 
Cc thr 
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the jQth year*; the third intitled ^^dragefimiu^ 
from the 40jth to the joth ; ^nd the plher volume 
is the Liber AJfifarum^ comprehending a feri^a of 
the cafes determined in the affiles throughout the 
whole re%n. It is otferved,^hat the two latter have 
been preferred to the ^wo former in point of re- 
putation wiljh pofterity, vrhich ^s partly accpunted 
for by a modern writer pn the fubje^ of our more 
antient Ipw, from the circumftancc that the for- 
mer contains deterntiinatioBS pn points of learn- 
ing, Yrhich had becoi;^ morp ojbicure than thofe 
in the fubfequent coUeftions, and confe<juently 
not fo frecjuently brought forward as authorities 
by Fitzherbert and Brooke, whoft abridgment, it 
is faid, in aftei^-times^ became the ci|i;ie, and ia a 
gjeat meafure fubftitutes for the Year books : it 
►is further obfervcd Ipy the fame author, that the 
^adrq^eftma and B^k af Ajji'^es^ arc certiiiily en- 
titled to the preference, for, befides that queftion^ 
are there difcufled with more precifion an4 clear- 
nefs, they cpp^tain mpre of thofe points of law 
that have farvived to th^ prefcnt times. In re- 
gard to precifion and clearnefs, all the Reports of 
•this reign excel thofe of the preceding. Rieves*i 
Hiji, Eng,. Lawy voL HL 148I 

. The Reports of th.e fucceeding xeign of Ric. II. 
are not.priiUed t in any continued feries ; but lord 

* Plowmen, in his argmment €onterning nufanee, quotes a cafe, 
7 Ed. III. and recites -two Latin verfesfrom Horewood'a Report ; 
and' another cafe, 19 £d. IIL 'whicli are not txXfopt la. the printed 
Year books, in which there is no cafe 19 £d. III. 

f There are extant among the ^SS. m Lincoln's-Ion Library 
feveral collections of Placita during ihls reign, n. 40, 77, 189. 
Many: cafes of the fame reign are abridged by Fitzhcrbcrt ; from 
■whole Abridgment they are colledled in a feparate volume, by 
JBellewe;.,jis a AibiUtute for the Yearhool^ of. this reign. 

Hale 
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Hale obferyes^ that he had feen a manufcri'pt of 
the entire years and terms thereof, from whence 
he remarks, there was a vifible decline during the 
frcbte government pf this reign, in the dignity of 
the Jaw, and in tiie learning and depth of the 
pleaders. fJal/s Hi/t. Com. Lai^^ C. VIIL 

The Reports of the reign of Hen. IV. as they^ 
contain matter that bears a nearer affinity to the 
ftate of our laws at this day than the books of 
Edw. III. are more likely to engage the attention 
of a modern reader. Their form is faid to be Icfs 
irkfome, and the fubjeft more intelligible ; they- 
have lefs the ftyle of an entry than the older Re- 
ports, and give a ftate of the cafc, and what was 
faid upon it, more in the way of narrative. Not- 
witliftanding thefe advantages in their favour, it 
in the opinion of lord Hale, that the Reports of" 
this reign, as well as thofe of Hen. V. do not ar- 
rive, either in the nature of the learning contained 
IB them, or in the judieioufnefs and know- 
ledge of the judges and pleaders, or in any other 
refpeft, to the perfeAion of thofe in the laft twelve 
years of Edw. III. Reeves's Hiji. e/ Eng^ Laiv^ , 
roi. III. 254. 

Of the Reports of Hen. VI. and' Edw. TV. 
Edw. V. and Ric. 111. it is faid, that both the 
matter and ftile of them are more fuited to the 
reading of a modern lawyer than any of the for- 
mer ; and are, confequently,^ more worthy of no-- 
tke than thofe of the preceding reigns^ They 
contain a fuller account of what pa^d in court, . 
qucflions of law areinore thoroughly debated, and 
the opinions of the judges given more at length. - 

The fecond part of Hen. VI. and the whole.; 
kng quiita (as it is; called) are full of excellent : 
Qca-. learn 
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learning. The firft part of Hen. VI. is faid, by- 
lord Hale, to be more barren, fpending itfelf in 
much learning of little moment, and long iince 
out of ufe. Reeveis Hill, Evg. Law^ vol. 111. 112. 

The author juft quoted obferves of the Year 
book of Hen. Vil, that it goes more into points 
of law, and fuch matters as have furvived the 
times when they were debated, and is more de- 
ferving attention, than the preceding. Itisalfo 
obferved, that at this time the counfel and judges 
are fometimes found quoting cafes, and Bradon 
is once or twice referred to ; but this was not com- 
mon, their determinations being moftly the refult 
of argument and difcuflion, and thefe were made 
precedents for future ages. 

The Year book of the reign of Hen. VIII. 
contains the cafes only of a few years, as before 
noticed, between which and the cafes of the for- 
mer reign you may obfcrve no fmall difference, 
as it is remarked by lord Coke, who fuppofes the 
appointment of reporters to have ceafed about the 
end of the reign of Hen. VJI. It is further con- 
jeftured by the author fo often before quoted in this 
i'eftion, that, perhaps, finceataftcfor all kinds of 
learning had begun to prevail, the opinion of this 
cftabJifliraent of reporters was altered, and it was 
thought more advifable to truft to the general in- 
clination difcovered in private perfons to take 
notes, whoj probably, from a competition, would 
do more towards rendering this department per- 
feft and ufefuj than any temptation of a fixed fa- 
laiy ; whatever may be the reafon, fuch a flipend 
was no longer continued, and the undertaking" 
dropped. R^evn's Hjf. Eng, Law^ vol lY. 414. 

*t is fomewhat remarkable, that this author's 

te perufal of the Year books did not enable 

4 him 
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hitn to fiirnifti us witli fomc further circiimftanccs: 
of the authors of thefc annals, or of the particulars 
of their original compilation ; the occaiion, how- 
ever, affigned for the difcontinuance of the ap* 
pointment pf Reporters is fupported by the 
appearance of feveral voluntary Reporters in the 
courfe of this reign, viz.. Keiiwoy^ Moore ^^ an4 
BcKlocy who had reported foine cafes in the former 
reign, as alfo Dyety to which may be added the 
coileftion of Br coke ^ Anderjon^ and Dallijon^ all of 
whom, it is obfervable, were in fubfequent reigns* 
advanced ,to honorary degrees in the profefiion,. 
and whofe labours, it may be prefumed, forni 
an adequate fubftitute for the former eftablilhed 
office of Reporter. The authority of the determi- 
nations reported by the above-mentioned authors, 
feems to be received with equal refpeft as thofe of 
the preceding reigns ; but the method of reporting 
adopted by lord chief jullice Andetfon is more cir- 
curadantial and inftruftive than that of the Year 
books, and the concifenefs, perfpicuity, and ac- 
curacy of lord chief juftice Dytr^ render his re- 
ports a valuable treafure to the profeffion ; the ef- 
timation of which is very much increafed by the 
additions that were afterwards made of the mar- 
ginal notes^and references accompanying the lafl; 
edition of mat work, which is reputed to have 
been revifed by lord chief juftice Trehy. 

Of the fucceeding reigns of Edw. VI. Mary 
and Eliz. befides the continuance of the labours 
of feveral of the authors, before-mentioned, the 
principal, who undertook the office of Reporter, 

* A MS. fairly written, entitled, Ex Vibm Fran, Moore liTJ, Ser- 
vient, ad legfnr^ JLr'ipiu propria tnanu ipfiut; confiding of Reports of 
Cafes principally agreeing with thofe in print of this author, biit tq 
many of %yhich a great number of references to authorities are advIeJy 
is in the poffcffion of the compiler hcrcot. 
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are Plfiodin^ who reported during the fbrn^er part 
of that period to the middle of the reign of Eliz. 
and Coht and Cro^^e^ who took up that tafk ftom 
about the time laft mentioned to the end of that 
reign ; befides feveral others of lefs note, who ap- 
^ar to have taken cafes during feveral interme- 
diate years of the laft mentioned reign*. 

Of thefe Plowdm appears to have qualified him- 
felf for this taflc by a peculiar attention to the 
determination of the courts during a confiderable 
number of years, which he had from his firft en- 
trance upon .the ftudy of the lawpropofed to him- 
felf as an obje£k of the firft cpnfequence in the 
purfuit of it, and, by a conftant perfeveraqce 
in the method which he had adopted in obferv- 
ing and recording the jadgments of the cqurts^ 
he^cknovvledges to have reaped much profit and 
inftruaion; which may be readily apprehended 
from the accotmt given us by himfcif of his man* 
ner of profecuting this method of ftudy. The.cafes 
reported by this author were all, he -obferves, 
important cafes, upon^eraurrcrs in law, abound- 
ing more copioufly with matter of improvement, 
and being more Capable of perfefting the judg- 
ment than arguments on other occafions. He 
has alfo inferred in many cafes entries of the 
pleadings therein, which the author fecommends- 
as more authentic than thofe ufually contained in- 
the books of entries, having been thoroughly fifted 
at the bar, and on the bench, and therefore more 
fefe to be trufted to ; and having, in other re- 
foefts, beftowed infinite pains in conftrufting the 
Report, and the arguments, with all poflible at- 
tention to correftnefs and aCithenticity, in a more 
enlarged method! than had before been adopted, 

this 
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^his Gollefiiion was by the author properly, as it 
feems, denominated his Commenteriei or Reports, 
which diftinSion it long maintained, being rooft 
ufually, by way of eminence, quoted by lord ^oi?, 
and fubfcquent law-writers, by the title of the 
** Commentaries," without addition of the au- 
Uior's name. 

They have accordingly been tranfmitted down 
with the concurrent and fuccecding approbation 
of the more eminently learned part of the proifef- 
fion, on whofe recommendation it may be proper 
to mention, that of late years thefe reporters have 
been revived in a form ftili more generally adapted 
to the promotion of legal knowledge, by an eng- 
lidi tranflation of the Report, as aUbof the plead- 
i^g«, with the additional advantage of marginal 
Botes and references to fubiequent and modem 
authorities on the re(jpedtivc points of law, which 
undertaking is reputed to be performed in a plan- 
ner that does credit to the original work. 

Lord Coke next prefents himfetf in the office of 
Reporter, and, having entertained great refpeft for 
the laboors of his immediate psedeceflor ii^ that 
taik, feems to have followed his method in con- 
ftrufting his own Reports, in which he has op the 
^v^ral occ^iions, and in tbe variety of fubjefls 
which prefented themfelves to his obferva- 
lion during the latter end of the reign of £//>. 
and the principal p3J:t of that of Joe, I. (during 
which he prcfided fucceffively in the courts of 
Common Pleas and King's Bench), amaffed and 
digeftcd a prodigious treafure ©f legal learning com*» 
prehending many important titles of law ; each 
cafe having furnifhed occalipn for a difplay of his 
caipacious ftores 0/ legal kixowlcdge, wliich he ap- 
pears 
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pears on every topic foKcitous to lay open for the 
inftruftion and ufe of the fludent ; at the fame 
time affording the moft authentic precedents of 
judicial deciilons ; in which refpeft rhefe Reports 
•have uniformly been received with the utmoft de- 
ference in the courts *. They have alfo, by dif- 
tinftion of eminence, been quoted by the defcrij>- 
tion of I, 2, 3, &c. Report, without the author's 
name, and in his own. writings are ufuaily dc- 
fcribed. Lib. i, 2, 3, &c. 

The publication of die firft part of thefe Reports 
appeared towards the end of the reign of Q^ Elix. 
on which occafion his lordfhip gave the following 
account of the principal reaforis which induced him 
to publi(h them. " I have, fin^ce the twenty-fecond 
*' year of her majefty's reign, which is n6w 
** twenty years compleat, obferved the true rea- 
** fons, as near as I could, pf fuch matters in law 

* Lord Coke having, in 16.16, incurreil the difpleafure of king 
James, on occafion of a queflion relating to the royal prerogative, 
which occurred in the courfe of his duty as lord chief juftice, was 
fufpended from thatoffioe, and dire<5led by the king to review his 
'books of Reports, in which he was informed there were many ex- 
travagant and exorbitant (pinions fet down and publifhed for po- 
fitive and good Uw ; and if in the reviewing and reading thereof 
he Ihould find any thing fit to be altered and amended, the currec- 
tion was left to his difcretion, and after making fuch corre<^tion, he 
was diredled to bring the fame privately to his niajefty, that he 
might confider thereof, as in his princely wifdom (hould be fouild 
expedient. Amongft other things it appears, that the king took 
oflfence that lord' Coke (hould affume the title of Lord Chief kiflice 
•of England, whereas he could challenge no more but Lord Chief 
Juftice of the King's Bencli. It does not, however, appear, that 
his lordlhip thought it neceflary to make ^ny alterations in the Re- 
ports he had then publifhed, in confequence of this royal man- 
date; but it is obfervuhle, that lord chancellor EUefinere (wifh 
.whom lord Coke had held fome difference of opinion ref peeling the 
jurifJi6tion of their refpe6live cburts) made fome exceptions to the 
■Reports which are extant in print, and to which lord Coke made 
replies. Thefe ax e together extant in MS. in Sir H. Sloane's CtA- 

(wherein 
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(wherein I was of counfel^ and acqxiainted 
^* wi^ the ftate of the qucftion) as have been 
'^ adjudged upon great ^nd mature deliberation ; 
" and as I never meant, as many have found, 
" to keep them fo fecret for my own private 
*' ufe, as to deny the requeft of any frierjid, to 
** have either view or copy of any of them ; fo, 
*' till of late, I never could be perfuaded (as 
^^ many can witnefs) to make them fo public, as 
*^ by any entreaty to. commit them to print. But 
^ * when I confidered how, by her majefty 's princely 
-** care and choice, her feats of jufticc have been 
** ever, for the dtie execution of her laws, fur- 
*^ nifhed with judges of fucb excellent knowledge 
^* and wifdom (whereunto theyjbavp attained in 
** the fruitful, fpring-time of her hlefled reign) as I 
^< fea^r that fucceeding ages fball notafCordfuc- 
** ccSms. equal to them ; I have adventured to pub- 
^* lifli certain of their wfolutions (in fucb fort as ' 
^^ I^y little leifur-e would ptcmit) for the help of 
^* their memory who beard them, and perfeftly 
-** knew them ; for tfee inftrujftion of otlicrs wha 
'** knew them' not, but imperfeSly heard of them 5 
** and, laftiy, for tlie common good (for that is 
** my chief pu.rpofe), in quieting and eftablifliing 
^* of the poffeffions of many in thefe general cafes^ 
^' wherein there hath been fuch variety of opi- 
** nions." 

The fecond and third jpart of thefe Reports 
were pubfifhed within the lame reign ; the fourth 
part appeared in the firft year of king James, when 
the author was attorney-general ; ak alfo the fifth 
part, which begins with Cawdrey's cafe, from 
whence he takes occafion to enter very fully into 
^ D d tlie 
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the fubjeft of the King's EccUJiaflUal Law *. Th« 
fixth part followed foon after. In the title to the 
fcveiith part, which was publilhed in the fixtli 
year of king James, he ftyles ' himfeff Ghtef Jujlice 
of the Common Pleas ; aiid, as it appears from the 
preface, Calvin-s cafe, -being that' of the Pofi 
Naii, was reported by order. The eighth part 
was publifhed in ninth of king James. And in the 
year following the ninth part was publiflied, iii 
which- he takes the fame title. In the tenth Re- 
port, publiflied in the eleventh year of king James, 
the^ author ftyles himfelf Lord Chief Juftia of 
Ens^landj which is thus qualified in the eleventh 
Report, which was publiflied A. D. 1615. 13 
James I. viz* The eleventh part of the Reports of Sir 
£dward Coke, knt. Chief fujiice of England (of pleas 
iiffiynedto he holden before the king himfelf)^ and one of 
the privy council of ftate, Thefe were all the Re- 
ports publiflied by himfelf. The twelfth part of 
his Reports hath a certificate printed before it, dated 
Feb. 2, 5i65» fubfcribed E. Bulftrode, fignifying 
that he conceives it to be the genuine work of Sir 
Kdw. Coke, The title of the thirteenth part is 
SeleSi 'Cafes in LaWy reported by Sir Edttf, Coke j 
and thefe are aflerted to be his, in a preface figned 
with' the initial letters J. G. 

Thefe Reports, whidi were (like all ,thofe be- 
fore-mentionedj originally compofed in French, 
have been fince re-publiftied with 'A tranllation, 

* -In anfwer to thlswns piiSliibetl/by Robert Parfons the Jcfuit, 
*' h'\ Anfwer to the Fifth Part of the Report of Sir Edw. Coke^ 
&c.'' ^to. 1606. Of this a^reat chamber is given by bilhop Ni- 
coUon, but, being written in a declamatory ftyle in defence of Papal 
poww:, lord Coke did not^thiak it adoaitt^ of :any ixply from hini 
fts a lawyer. 

and 
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afad a great number of authx)ritics added in the 
margin by Mr. tdvvard Chilton, and fubfequent 
editors. 

Befides the fubjefls treated of in the cafes com- 
prehended in thefc Reports, a variety of curious 
and learned information, chiefly direfled to the 
inftruftion of ftudents, is contained in the feveral 
prefaces prefixed to them, in which the learned 
author (hews his veneration for the laws and con« 
ftitiition of hisk country, and very ftrongly recom- 
mends an attentive ftudy of them, and, preparatory 
to that purpofe, enters into an account of the fe- 
veral antient authors and treatifes on the laws of 
England ; but, with refpeft to thcfe, . it has been 
contended by fome later writers, that his lordlhip 
was in fome inftances miftaken in giving too 
Itouch credit to the fuppofed antiquity of feveral 
remains of our earlier law-writers. It is, how- 
ever, certain, that we arc much indebted for our 
acquaintance with tliem to lord Coke's informa- 
tion concerning them, very little Intelligence of 
that kind being to be derived from preceding law- 
writers*. 

Lord Coke's labours in this branch of learnings; 
independent of his other learned works, entitle 
him to the veneration of every {Indent who pur- 
fues the knowledge of the laws ; and hjs memory, 
as an upright judge and <:oi>ftitutional lawyer, is 
entitled to equal regard from every Engiifhman 
who values the enjoyment and proteftion of them^ 
particularly for his exertions on occafion of the 
petition- of riglir,> and the. confirmation of it^' 

♦ See a very perfpicuous^accoiTnt'of Lord Coke's writings byj 
Mr. Olilys, in notes to his life' in Bio§r. Biit. YtliliL 697; • 

Dd2 whic^ 
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which was cffcaed in parliament, 2 Car. I. prin- 
cipally through his means, and by which a moft 
eifcntial improvement was made in the fabric df 
our conftittition, by afcertaining and eftabliihing- 
the right of the fubjcft in a matter of the firft 
confequence ; the beneficial efiefts of which have 
been generally experienced during the period of 
fucceeding reigns. 

The next Reporter in order of time is Croke^ 
who was fucceifively a judge in the courts of 
Common Pleas and King's Bench in the fucceed- 
ing reigns of James and Charles. His Reports 
conlift of nearly a complete feries of determina- 
tions occafionally in both thofe courts, from thb 
^3 Eliz. to i6 Gar. and may properly be con- 
fidcred as a continuation of Dyir ; they are in ge- 
neral prefented in a very concife, perfpicuous, 
sind accurate method ; and they have accordingly 
obtained the charaAer of great authenticity. The 
Tcputation of .this Reporter, and the gfeneral ef^ 
timation of his work, have probably been pro- 
moted by the advantage of having firft led the 
v/ay in divefting this branch of legal literature of 
the foreign idiom, and adopting the author's na- 
tive language, into which thefe Reports were 
tranflated^jy his relation Sir Harbottle Grimftone, 
Mafter of the Rolls, temp. Car. II. who alfo be- 
ftowed great pains in their publication, and in 
the addition of tables and other ailiftances to the 
proper ufe of them. 

. Befides the authors before-mentioned, the cafes 
of this period are reported by feveral others, fome 
of whom continued to execute that talk during 
the fucceeding reign of James* Thefe are Leonard^ 
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VikkrUfij dnd Uobart^ whofe Reports fovm a 
valuable addition to thofe above-mentionedy the 
ktter having had the advantage of beingre-publiflied 
tinder the care of lord chancellor Nottingham. 
Totbefemaybeadded Ow/n, Popham, Nr^^ Hftt^ 
tm^ Savilliy Godbolt^ Brownlow and G^ldeJ^ 
brougbf and the Colleftion publilhed feparately 
under the nanie of G^»/^(?/}r«i(^i&y which compre** 
hend a great number of cafes determined in 
the feveral courts, but lefs diftinguiihed in ih^ 
method of reporting, and of various degrees of 
authenticity : J>efides thefe there are other fmall 
Colledions of determinations in Chancery, chiefly 
on points of pradice, in Cury, and T^thtlL 

About this period fome meafures feem to have 
been adopted for the revival of the antient office 
of Reporters in the courts at Weftminfter, Wil- 
liam Burton, the Leicdfterfhire Antiquary, having 
recorded himfelf * as a Barrifter and Reporter int 
the Common Pleas 41 of Eliz. t and on lord Ba-^ 
con's recommendation, with whom fuch an efta^ 
blifliment appears to have been a favourite ob- 
jeft, an ordinance was publifhed, 15 Jac. di- 
redled to Sir Francis Bacon, and Sir Julius Caefar, 
empowering them to appoint two Reporters of the 
law, with a falary of one hundred pounds each f; 
but it does not certainly appear who were the per- 
fons appointed to that office, or that fuch an ap« 

♦ Hiftory of Letcefterihire, p. Z7i. 

' f It 18 noticed by the author of an account of Burton, in Bib}.. 
Topog. JBrit. N" XLIX. p. 533, as a matter of fome curiofity and 
doubt in the profeifion, whether any adual appointment of this na- 
ture exifted at that period ; and tliat it wouUl be a very defirablc 
piece of information, to know the names of thofe who had fuch apr? 
pointment. 

X Printed in Ryraer's Foedera, vol. XVlI. ^^• 
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pointment aftually took place, furtherthan in the 
title-page of the Reports printed 1657, under the 
name of Sir Thomas HetUy^ he is there faid to 
have been one of theperfons appointed as Re- 
porters of the law; but it is remarked, by an emi- 
nent modern Reporter, that tlie above-mentioned 
Colleftion is far from bearing any marks of pecu- 
liar fkiil, information, orauthenticity. 

Of the reign of James I, belides fome of the 
authors before-mentioned, whofe names it is 
thought ncedlefs to repeat, the firft Reporter 
in order of' time is Jettkim^ who, in the fubfe- 
quent reign of Car. I. was created a Welch judge; 
and who, in bis Eight Centuries of Reports, has 
formed a feIe£lion from all the former books of 
Reports of fuch cafes as had been judicially de^ 
termined upon folemn arguments, oe as had been 
affirmed by the judges in the Exchequer Chamber, 
upon writs of error on important points of law, 
from tlie time of Hen. III. to the 21ft of this reign j 
and thus forming a feries of authentic judgments 
applicable to the more advanced ftate of the law in 
this author's time, having omitted to notice the 
cafes under tl>e more obfoiete titles, which m^e 
up fo large a portion of the Year books, and ge* 
neral abridgments of the ancient law. The me- 
thod obferved is a- concife ftatement of the cafe; 
and of the determination thereupon, with- re*- 
ference to the authority whence it is taken : then 
follows generally a fhort comment, explaining . 
the principle of the doftrine therein contained, 
with fuch further obfervations as appeared necef- 
fary to iiluftrate the point of law refolved, and 
there recorded as an eftablifhed authority. The 
mode of reporting here defcribed is peculiar to 

this 
• 
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^this author, and thefe Reports may properly be 
confidered as a Commentary upon the judicial de- 
terminations of the former reigns, which is re- 
commended by the learned author as an advan«> 
tageous method to be purfued.iii the ftudy of tlic 
law. 

The chief Reporters of th€ latter -part of this 
reign are Buljlrode^ who isfaid to have adopted 
the method of Flowden ; lord Roile^ whofe Re- 
ports, as well as his other learned works, are held 
in great repute, from the charafter the author ob- 
tained in the exercife of his office as a judge 
during the time of the Commonwealth. 

Other Reporters of this reign are Brictgman^ 
Talmer^ and Wynch; witli fome feleft cafes by Sir 
William Jones^ z Colledlion of cafes determined in 
the Court of Exchequer, reported by Sir Richard 
Lane ; and another in the Court of VVards, by Sir 
James Zfj', attorney generail in tliat court; and 
lord Oxford^s cafe in chancery in the 13th year of 
this reign, reported in i Chancery Rep. with fome 
feleft cafes.in the courts in Ireland, very learnedly 
reported by ^ix John Dav us ^ Who .was attorney 
general in that kingdom. 

Of the fucceeding reign of Car. I. to the time 
of the Reftoration of Car. ^11. there are very few 
.Reporters (except thofe 'before-named) ; thefe 
are Latch^ Littleton^ Heiley ; which laft, it is^b* 
fer.vable, contains. many cafes which appear to be 
tratiflations of thofe printed in the before-men- 
tioned Collection of Littleton. To thefe may be 
added A/ir^^, Aleyn^ and ^tyle^ who reported towards 
the end of the rejgn of Car. I. and the latter, during 
the greater part of the period of the Common- 
wealth : 
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•wealth* Ther^ is aUb a {wbH' calkAio^ of cafes^ 
'. taken widiin this period at the affi.zes at York^ by 
Sir Robert Clayton ; and fome cafes determined in 
the Cchifft of Chancery, coUeded by Nelfon.. 

During the time from the fevmer period of the 
reign of Car. II. to the aera of the Revolution, 
the courts at Weftminiler ngained Ibmewiiat of 
Iheir fbriner ftabihty, till towards the clofe of that 
period, when the audiority of the Bench is la- 
mented to have fallen under very uiidue influeace, 
.and when thofe were raifed to principal emin^ice 
vvpon it who were found to be moft capable of 
-perverting the fourqes of law to the purpofes of 
-arbitrary power. The Reporters of this period 
-are very numerous ; the pnncipal of which are 
Siderfim Sir Thomas Raymond \ Kebtcj who. has 
collefted a confiderable part of the cafes of this 
period; Sir ]ohxi KeLyngy whofe Reports contain 
cafes determined upon Pleas of the Crown ; lord 
chief jufUce Vaughan^ whofe Reports confift of 
feleft and important cafes very fijlly, and it is re- 
puted very ably reported,; Carter ; lord chief jufticc 
Saunders^ whofe reports are peculiarly valuable on 
account of the correS ftate of the pleadings in 
the feveral cafes ; and the former volumes of tlie col- 
left ion which at this time firft adopted the title of 
Modern Reports \ bcfidcs which, there are feveral 
other Reporteris of good authority, of this period ; 
thefe are Levinz^ Sir Thomas Jones y FentriSy free-* 
man^ Shower ^ Skinner^ l,utwychy who wasalfo prin»- 
cipally attentive to a correft ftatement of the plead- 
ings. Thefe, witli Comherhach^ Carthewy and Cafei 
af Settlement^ are all the Reporters of the Com- 
mon Law Courts ; but about this time the deter- 
minations of tho Court of Chancery fcem to have 

been 
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been attended to, as of greater weight and confe- 
quence than in the former reigns, particularly 
rtiofe of lord chancellor Nottingham, and his im- 
mediate fucceflbrs. The Reporters of thcfe cafes 
are the anonymous authors of the books feverally 
entitled. Reports in Chancery ; Cafes in Chan- 
cery, whidi alfo contains the celebrated cafe of 
Perpetuities, or duke of Norfolk^ cafe, with fe- 
veral other felcft and important cafes ; and Ri- 
ports in Chanary^ ie^mpon lord Finch. To thefe may 
be added a part of tlic Colleftion of Frtemans Re- 
ports, fome fpecial cafes reported by FolUxfeny 
and the CoUeflion by Vernon^ which commences 
abont the end of the period we are mentioning, 
and continued during feveral fubfequcut reigns. 
rj'here is alfo, within this period, a Colle£tion of 
Cafes determined in the Court of Exchequer, 
chiefly on matters of revenue, reported by Sir 
Thomas Hardres^ and a few cafes of the fame 
time, and on the fame fubjeft, in the Reports 
publilhed by the late lord chief baron Parker. 

. It is now propofed to proceed in our account 
of the feveral Reporters, from the a-ra of the Re- 
volutioi;! to the end of the reijn of Q Jnne, during 
which period the authority of the courts was 
reftored and ellablKhed upon the firm principles' 
of integrity and conftitutioaal knowledge, under 
the prefidency of lord chief juftice Holt, and the 
great names wlxich refpedtiveiy fuccecded to 
the more eminent ftations on the bench of oaf 
feveral courts. From this period, therefore, it is 
prefuraed, that the determinations of the courts 
are properly entitled to the more immediate atten- 
tion of the modern lawyer, and it will very much 
encourage and facilitate his piogr^fs in the ftudy 
£ e of 
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of this part of the law, to find it recorded mora 
fully and generally, in a lefs dry. uninftruftivQ, 
and technical method thanin the jReports of the 
former reigns. 

Befides the continuance of the labours in tUe 
office of Reporter of feveral of the authors before- 
mentioned, the determinations of lord Holt are 
reputed to be ably reported by Mr. Serjeant Saikeld ; 
this Colleftion having been originally puhlifhed 
under the care of lord Hardwicke, and has fince 
.-received the improvement which the nature of 
fuch works admit of, from the hands of Sir 
Knightly Danvers, and laftly of Mr. Serjeatrt 
Wilfon. The cafes of this period are alfo well 
reported by lord Raymond^ to » the latter publica- 
tion of which, fome. improvement by references 
to modern authorities on the fame points of la^r, 
was made by the laft mentioned editor*. 

Other Colleftions of adjudged cafes of this pe- 
riod are. Reports temp. IVilL HI. which are now 
tifually ranked as the a 2th A^hdern ; Reports temp. 
Holt ; and * towards the end of the reign of WjlJ, 
III. and the fubfcquent part of tlie period above- 
. mentioned, -there are fome cafes, reported by lord 
chief baron Camym^ chiefly in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, fome cithers in the fame court by Bun^ 
hury^ and fome fpecial cafes in the fevepal courts 
iy lord ForUjcue^ 

Thefc, in addition to feveral other volumes of 

•the Colle&ion ufually intitled Modem Rfports^ aird 

a few lefs general coUeftions, viz. PraSlical Re* 

* A further rcpnMicationtjf this Repoiter is now under revifa]» 
and is intended to be improved with the necelTary information of 
the man/ mc dem authorities, which are grounded upon or whiqh 
, Ju ve Gonflni' ed the jud^m^xits herein reported* 
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gi/hr in the (Common P.^eas ; Cafes of Prai^ice in the 
Common- Pleas \ Sejfions tafs) and a fm all volume 
of Cafes in the King's bench^ attributed to lord 
chief baron Gilbert, are all the Reports of ad- 
judged cafes in the common law courts, which 
originated within the period we have Keen noticing-- 

Some feleft cafes determined in the fupremc 
eourt of Equity, are learnedly repQrted by Sir 
Barth.- S^^w*r, iri-his Parliament Cafes, in which 
Collection the arguments^ of the counfel as well as 
of the judges are recorded in a very able manner; " 
this mode of reporting, however valuable in it^ 
felf, and defirable, more particularly to the pro- 
feflion, was thought an infringement upon the 
privileges of the Houfe of Lords, and the puhlifher 
was* accordingly called to the bar of that Houfs 
for riie publication of it. 

The determinations that took place during this 
period in the Court of Chaneery, are in part ex- 
tant in Giiherfs Reports, and are eftecmed to he 
well reported in the CoUeftion, intitled Precedents 
in Chancery^ but it is not generally known to whofe 
hand the public is indebted for this valuable C0I-- 
leftion ; it may, however, be of more ufe to in- 
form the ftudent, that a republication of it has 
lately been made, with the advantages of mar- 
ginal notes and references to the more modern 
authorities, which have been founded upon, or 
which are relative .to, the dodlrines contained in 
thefe cafes, hj Thomas -Fincky^FJq.- Befides thefe, 
the determinations of this court haye (accord- 
ing to the general opinion) at no period been 
tranfmitted with greater accuracy, perfpicuity, and 
authenticity, thaa in the colleftion ox Picre li'U- 
Iktmsj whofe method of reporting is acknowledged 
E e. ^ lo 
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to be the beft calculated to give a fatUfaSoty 
knowledge of the cafe before the court, an<i of tta? 
arguments produced in the fupport of it, as well 
as a» accurate ftate of the reafons adduced in giv- 
ing the decree ; thefe advantages, added to the 
.great number of imJ)ortant cafes which it contains^ 
have concurred to lender this Colleftion the prin- 
cipal fource of authority in the determination of 
later cafes in this court ; from which circumftaiice 
the doftrines contained in the feveral cafes, hav- 
ing become more accurately defined and explained 
by fubfequent adjudications, may tlicrefore be 
confidered as forming the corner ftone on which 
.the prefent fyftem of our court of Equity is efta- 
bli filed. Towards the proper and advantageous 
ufe of ^this work, it feemed a fieceflary and de- 
firable objeft to the modern lawyer to make a re- 
publication of it, and to form a correfpondent ar- 
rangement of the authorities which have during 
the fnbfcquent reigns been d-etermined on the 
principle pf the cafes herein reported ; this talk has 
been undertaken by a gentleman * whofe peculiar 
attendance has been at the Chancery bar, and whr^ 
in the opinion of all who are moft converfant in 
the learning of that court, has executed that valu- 
able purpofe with equal credit to himfclf and ad- 
vanvge to the profeffion, and with fo much im- 
provement of the original work, as to have pro- 
cured him, in a very honourable manner, the ap- 
probation of the prefent fuprerae judge of that 
court of Equity. 

In addition to thofe abovc-racationed, it is now 
intended to notice the authors who undertook the 

* Samuel Compton Cox, Efq. of Lincota's Inn. 

taik 
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talk of reporting during the reigns of Geo, I. to 
the latter end of Geo. II. Thofe ofthecommou 
law courts arc Strange^ who reported during the 
greater part of this period, and the following, 
who have reported at difFcrent intervals of it; 

. the authors of the Modern Rports^ vol.. VIJI. X. 
Barnardifton — Fitxgibhn-^ IV, Kelynge-- Cunningham 
^'^RepcrtSy K. B, temp. Hardvuicke,. Andrews — /^/7. 

fon — Block/ioney and tiayer, Fofttr^s Rf ports cf 
Ctown Cafes \ and Barnes s CaJesofPraQlceinthe 
Common Pleas'^. 

The E<]uity Reports peculiar' to this period; 
and additional to thofe mentioned under the for- 
mer period^ arc Modem ReportSy IX. X. SeU^ 
Cafts in Chancery— ^Mofelef and a part of the Co^ 
leftion of fV. Kelynge^ being chiefly in the time 
cf lord King. Cafes temp. 7albot, which Collec- 
tion was made by the late Mr Forrefter, and has 
the reputation of being one of the beft Equity Re- 
ports extant f. To thefe nuy be added, the cafes 
of a fhort lixn&iw Barnardijloji. — Others hxFizffy J, 

'S- Of this period the late Sir James Buircw left a ColteAioa of 
reported Cafes, of which it is under confideration to publifh that 
part immediately preceding thofe already in the hands of the pro- 
feflion by the fame author. 

f The general approbation of thefe Repoits has very much ex- 
cited a defire among many intelligent perlbns in the profeflion for 
the publication of the later cafes in the fame courr,^ which are fatd 
to be extant m MS. of the fame author. 

X A republication of this Colte<Slion has lately appeared,, in tvhioh 
fome notes ase added by the author, generally applicable to the 
mmlem authorities ; but it is obferved, that he has not fwlly availed 
. hirofelf of the advantages of the later printed authorities, and of 
other afllflances towards a more accurate republication of th..s work, 
which may in part be accounted for by the au bor's remote reft- 
dcnce from the Records of the couxt^ being a maitcr in chancery iik 
Ireland. 

and 
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and Jtiym^ being all of the time of lord Hard^ 
wicke's* prefiding in the- court of Chancery; 

It is here further propofed to notice fuch au»- 
thors as engaged in the office of Reporter during 
the latter part of the reign of Geo. II. and as have 
continued to report cafes of the prefent reign, or 
at any interval from that time to the prefent pe- 
riod. This term comprehends the period of 
upwards of thirty years^ during which the prefent 
chief juflice of the Kiiig's Bench has held that 
eminent fituation, and during which the Courts 
have been uniformly filled with characters of dif- 
tinguifhed eminence for learning and integrity. It 
has been obferved (by thofe who had competcnt^ 
knowledge on that head), that within this period 
the praftice of the court of King's Bench in par- 
ticular has very much increafed, and that the bu- 
finefs of it was at no former period conduSed with 
more unanimity and difpatch than within the pe- 
riod now under our notice, which is alfo rendered 
further memorable by the hberality of that meafure 
of the Crown at the commencement of the pre- 
fent reign, by which the appointment of the 
judges was eftabliftied upon the footing of a more. 
permanent independence, and which, while it 
remains a conftirutional landmark of fecurity to 
future times, will prove a noble record of the re- 
gard of our prefent Sovereign for the prefervation 
of the laws and conllitution f, and. not lefs ho- 

, * Of this period a vaUiaHe Colleftion of MS. Reports of cafes m • 
the court of Chanceiy is- extant in ihc hands of a gentleman of Lin.- 
coln's Inn, who has it io contemplation to give them to the public, 
f It is obferved by a Ifcarned'and elegant writer, that this mea- 
furc refle<5ls the greater honour on our prefent Sovereign, as it 
feemsthat a bill of this kind was offered in the year 1692, and was 
then refufed the roy al aflcnt. £unomusIV.4i. 

T nourable 
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nottrable to the judges in whofe more itDraediatc 
favour the concdfion was conferred. I'he fiift 
Reports of this period in the commpn law courts 
are thofe of Sir James Burrow^ who, from a feries 
of many years attendance on the court of King*s. 
Bench in an official capacity, and from a conflant 
habit and attention to accuracy, in prefcrving notes 
of the bufinefs that occurred in the court, and be- 
ing further afSfted by the Records which pafled 
through his hands in the courfe of his office, was 
peculiarly enabled to give a CoUeftion of the 
cafes from the 26th Geo. IL to 12 Geo. III. ia 
which generally the arguments of the counfel as 
\vell as thofe of the court arerrelated in a very full 
and accurate manaer, and in a method adapted to 
give a regialar view of the aftual progrefs of the 
,<:aufe as it occurred in court ; which of courfe led 
the Reporter into a more difFufe and circumftan- 
tial detail of the arguments than has in general 
been thought neceflary by other Reporters, but 
•ivhich appears to have been confidered by the au- 
thor as eflential to an exaft Report of the cafe, as 
well as conducive to the improvement of the 
. ftudent. Thefe Reports have accordingly main- 
t tained a great degree of reputation with the pro- 
feffion ; and it may reafonably be prefumed, that 
the many important cafes therein contained, which 
. have, as it feems, originated on points of law 
arifing out of the advanced ftate of focicty and 
commerce among us, and which have confc- 
quently made it neceffary to extend a liberal mode 
of conftruftion to the more ftrift and technical 
principles of former periods, jnuft of courfe give 
additional, confcquence to the determinations 
iierein repotted, and render this .colleftion a work 

of 
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of the firft neceffity in the library of a modera 
lawyer. 

The fame author publiflied alfo in a feparatc 
Colleftion, Reports of the Dectjiom of the Court of 
K'lngi Bench ut>on Setitment Cafes^ from the time of 
the f'eath of Lord Raymond in 1732 to the ibth Year 
of the pref^nt reign^ J. D. 1 776, having, during 
^hat whole fpace of time, uniformly attended that 
court, and made it a part of his employment to 
record the proceedings of it ; and in this part of 
liis labours he had the fatisfafiion oiF being greatly 
inftrumentalin promoting the knowledge of this 
liitherto much litigated branch of law, which from 
the experience of later years is found to be produc- 
tive of much fewer appeals to the Court of King's 
Bench than heretofore, which beneficial effeft is 
in a great meafure to be attributed to the merit of 
this work. 1 n this place It may be proper to men- 
tion, that a further publication ot the cafes re- 
lating to fettlexnents from the period to which 
tliey are reported by Sir James Burrow, with fuch 
others as concern the ofEce of a juflice of peace 
has been undertaken by Mr. Caldecotty who Is ge- 
nerally known to he peculiarly converfant with 
that branch of the law, and who purpofes bring- 
ing down his publication to the year 1785. 

Tlie former part of the Reports of Mr, Juflice 
^FJackfione contains cafes determi-ned in the court of 
iKing's Bench, from the commencement of the 
ptfrlod here under i^otice to the loth Geo. lil. but 
they are. not received by the profeflion with that 
..approbation whicli has followed all the otlier 
writings of that great lawyer. The Cafes of the 
jcourt of King's Bench, immediately, fubfequeivt 
to thofe of Burrow, have been reported from the 

1 2th 
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lath to 14th of the prefent reign * by Mr. Capel 
Loj^^ whofe Colleftion is faid to contain fome im- 
portant cafeSy but which, from a hafty mode of 
publication^ is reputed to be very inaccurate, and 
has accordingly not met with that favourable re- 
ception which the labours of thofe who engage 
in this kind of works ^re ufually intitled to from 
the profeffion. The adjudged cafes of the fuc- 
cceding years froni the 14th to the i8th Geo. III. 
reported by Mr. Co^per^ are acknowledged to be 
a very accurate and valuable Colleftion, the me- 
thod of reporting, adopted by this author, having 
equally avoided the objeftions of too great diifFufe- 
riefs and of obfcure brevity. The Reporter of tlie 
time immediately following, viz. 19 to 21 Geo. 
III. (though fomewhat prior as to the time of pub- 
lication) is Mr. Douglas^ who is alfo well known 
as the Reporter of fome cafes of controverted elec- 
tions in tfie Houfc of Commons, and whofe Re- 
ports of adjudged cafes in the court of King's 
Bench are cfteemed, by the general approbation 
of the profeffion, to be executed in the method beft 
calculated as well fOr trahfmitting with accuracy 
tlie deterriiinations 6f the coaits, as for the ad- 
vantageous ufe 2ind improvement ©f the prafti- 
tioner and the ftudertt : the preface to this Collec- 
tion contains a general account of the different 
methods of reporting cafes^ with certain ftriSures 
which the author had laid down to himfelf in 
framing his Reports, which are highly worthy the 
attention of future adventurers in this walk of legal 
literature. The author's execution of this part of 
his undertaking, makes it an objeft greatly dcfirabie 

* A Collection bf the Cafes of this time has been, made by aiwtlier 
gentleman of the bar, with a view to publication. ■ . . 
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to the profeflion to be poflefled of rtie fubfetjaent 
part of his labours, commencing with the 25th 
Geo. HI. * which has been fomc time fince in 
preparation to be prefcntcd to the public. 

The ofHce of Reporter in the court before-men- 
tioned has been undertaken from 26 Geo IIL 
inclufive, to the preient time, by Mr. Durn- 
ford and Mr. Eaft, who have met the general dc- 
fire and convenience of the profeflion in a very 
ipeedy publication of the determinations of that 
court at the clofe of each term, in the execution 
of which they have acquired a great (hare of ap- 
probation, and the reputation of great attention, 
and of as much aqcuracy as the very expeditious 
mode of- publication will admit, having in ge- 
neral adopted the method of their immediate pre* 
deceflbrs in this office. 

Thefe form the Reporters during the prcfidency 
ef the prefent chief juftice of the court of King's 
Bench, of which period it may be confidered a& 
a fortunate circumftance, that fo many learned 
Reporters have undertaken to record the many 
important determinations that have taken place,, 
and that that fervice has not been left to be fup- 
plied (as it has been complained of during former 
periods) from the mere fcraps of dead mens papers. 

The adjudged cafes of the court of Common 
Plea^ of the former part of this period to the 14th 
G«o. III. arc eftecmed to be well reported by Mr. 
Serjdalit Wilfon^ who has in many of the more 

* The intervetring time betvyixt Mr. Douglas's Repents and the. 
itltended ColleAion above-meacioned, being 22 to 14 Geo. III. 
will>rob^ly be fupplied from the hands of a genileman \yhofe Ui-^ 
lK>urs in this office have been already noticed. 

importaat* 
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important cafes given a ftatement of the pleadings, 
which add very much to the value and authenticity 
of thefe Reports. TJie cafes of this court, from 
1 1 to 20 Geo,. III. are alfo reported by Sir WiJ- 
liam Blackjionfy being the peripd of liis holding 
the feat of judge on tbs^ bench. 

The determinations of the court of Chan- 
cery, of fo much national importance to be re- 
corded, have, till lately, been lefs generally made 
«pblic than thofe of either of the other courts, 
It being obfcrvable, that there is no Colleftion 
of tliefe cafes extant for above twenty years after 
the death of loiA Hardwicke, from which period 
the determinations of lord North ington, lord 
Camden, -and lord Bathuift, with thofe of feveral 
intermediate comnfiiffions of the great fcal, are 
wholly watt ting *. T-be oiEce of Reporter in this 
court has been undertaken, from tthe coi?imence- 
ment of the prefent chancellor's prefiding in it, by 
Mr. William Brown^ whofeRepprts contain ibme 
notes of cafes determiiiied by the preceding chan- 
cellors, which have occafionally beea produced a^ 
a«thoritiesinthe determinations of thefe latter cafes* 
The original Colle&iion of thefe Reports, which 
has been favourably received by the p^-ofeiGon, 
is further continued by two publications of the 
cafes determined in the years 1786 and 1787, and 
is intended by the author to be Hill further con- 
tinued at the clofe of each fucceeding year. 

There are very few cafes of this period of de- 
terminations in the Exchequer, the Reports of 

* Tfie fcarcity of determinations extant in print of this period, 
render it a very defirable object, that the cafes which ai-e reputed 
to have been tikxiR. by an eminent barrifter in this court, ihould \n 
made public 
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the late chief baron Parker being the only col- 
leftion of them, which confift (befides fome cafes 
of former reigns as before noticed) of determina- 
tions on matters of revenue down to 6 Geo. III. * 

The cafes determined in the laft refort in the 
high court of Parliament upon appeals, which; 
from their great importance and authority, had 
been much a aejideratum in the Lawyer's libraryi 
have of late years been feleft'ed and brought for- 
ward into more general acquaintance and hie, out 
of the very loofe and undigeftcd form in which 
they long remained ; this publication contains the 
important information of a great number' of cafes, 
in which the decifions oi the" courts below have 
been cftablifhed, and of fuch others as have been 
reverftd, and cohlequently not to be relied upon 
as authorities, however tliey may ftand undif- 
tinguHbed in the feveral coUeftions of the prior 
determinations of thofe courts: This laborious 
icrvice' has been perfof med by Mr. Jofiah Brotvfr^ 
whofe Colleftion now confifts of feVen volumes, 
and comprehends tlic cafes fo collefted from the 
beginning of the reign of Qj^ Anne to the iqitk. 
year of the prefcnt reign, frotn which period it is 
hoped, that the liberal communications which 
have of late years been made to the public of the 
determinations of this fupreme court, as well as 
of thofe originating in the other houfe of Parlia- 
ment, will excit^ further induftry in recording the' 
important judgments pf the high court of Parlia- 
ment, 

• Of the <!.eterm»nati.ous of tk^ Yftric^\ in Uie court of Excheqner, 
there are, H i^ laiil, a confulerah'le iiufnbcr extant in MS. in the 
pDlItflion of ti:e gentleman' by whom they were chiefly taken, Who 
lioS It under CohfiLeration -to pul>lifli them. . ' 

The 
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The foregoing account contains notice of all ^e 
authors who have fucceffively undertaken .the ofr 
fice of recording the determinations of our courts : 
fdf xtiotc particular information as to the refpecr 
live periods during which they have exercifed that 
office, the reader is referred to the enfuing table ; 
and to thofc who are more immediately engaged 
in the perufal of thcfc kgaT records, pr who have 
frequent occasion of reforting to their authority, 
it is prefyiped to recon^mend thf ufe pf a Chro* 
iwoLOGiCAL Table of the Reports*, which 
exhibits nipre readily, at one view, the feveral Re- 
porters ojf any precifp period pf time from the 
reign of Edw. I. ' 

^ See a fuller defcriptioa of its conf^rudtion and ufe, Bisx.. Ls^. 
Amo. P. I. ///. Tables. 



Table of Cotemporarx Reporters, 

JENKINS, A, 19, 21. 
Year book, part L Jcnk. 1 8, 34. 
Year book, part h Jenk. 5, 15, 18. 
Year book, parts II, ill, IV. part V. [Lib. Aflifar.] 
Keilw, Jenk. i to 47, Bcnl. 32. " 

BeUewe. Jenk. feveral yean. 

Year boplf:, part VI, Jenk. 

Year book, pa?t YI- Jenk. 

Year book, parts VII. and VIU. Jenk. BenL la, 18. 

Year bool;, part IX. 3f . (long quinto) Jcnk. 

Year book, part XI. jenk. 

Year book, part XI. Jenk* 

Year book, part XI. Jenk. Keilw. ta/rj. and 17 to 
24. BenU 1. Mooi:e z. &/«/'i cafe, 

HEN. 
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HEN. VUL Jenk. Keilw. i to 1 1 and 21. Moare 3, Sec. Dyer 4, 
&cN.Benl.22,&c. AnJ. 25, &c. Dal. 38. Year 
book. Benl. Benl in Keilw. and Afhe, B. N. C. 
fcveral jrcars. 

EDW. VI. Jenk. Moore, Dyer. N. BenL And. B. N. C. BenL 
Dal. lyitc. Pluwd. 4, &c. 

MART. Jenk. Moore,Dyer, N. Benl. And. Benl. Dal. Plowd. 

Owen, 4, 59 Sec Gary 5, &c. Leonard, 6. Benl. 
in KeU' and Aihe i to 5. Dal. in Keilw. and Aihe 
1,4,5. B. N. C. 1 to5. 

%tAA. jenk. Moore, And. Leon. Owen, Noy, Cary, ToihiH, 
Hobart, a/ctocafes. 



Dal. •« - t to x6 
K.BenLi - 27 
3eol. - I - 21 
Plowd. I - 21 
bycr •• I - 23 



Dal. in Keil: 
and Aihe-- a to 7 
fien. in KeiL 
. and Afhe - 2 - 20 
Saville - - - 22-36 
Hutton - - 26 - 38 
Gouldlb. - 28 - 31 

3940-43 

Poph. - - 34-39. 
Yclv. - - 44.-45 



Brownl. & 

Gould- ri 
Coke - - 14 
Godb. - - 17 
Croko - 24 



)i 



TAMES I. Croke, Hobart, Noy, Godb. Browid, 9^1 Coul^ 
TothilL 



And. - t 
Cary - r 
Yelv. - I to 10 
)Leon. - I - 12 
Owen - I - 12 
>Coke - I - 13 
Moore - i - 18 
Jenk. - I - 21 



Davis - - 2 to 9 
Lane - - 3 - 9 
BiTlftr. - 7 -'S 
Bridgm. I .r - 1 9 
Rolle - 12 -2t 
Rep.in Ch. 



-6^ 



Ley. 

HHtt. - - lo 
Poph. - 15 
Palm. - 17 
W.Jon.- 1% 
N.Benl.. 19 
Winch.- 19./ 






CHARLES I. Noy. Rep. in Chaw. Nelfoa. 



JPopli. * I to 2 

Latch. - 1 - 3 

•K.BenL- i - 3 

Ley - - I - 4 

^alm. - I - 4 

Godb. -1-13 

- - I - 14 

-. 1 -14 

- ? - i.6 



^ W. Ton. - I to i6 

Toth. - - ^1 - 21 

Littlet. - - 4 - 7 

Hetl. - - 3 - 7 

March - 15 - 18 

Clayton - . 7 - ^ 

Style - - 21 - >to 

Alcyn- * Z2 T J 



the en4. 

CHARLES 
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CHARLES IL Reports in Chan. Nelfon. 



Clayton - i to £ 
Style - - I - 7 
Har^. - - 7 - ax 
SIderf. - 9 - 22 
Caf. in Ch. 

p. i. - i-ft-- 3© 
Raym. 12 - 35 
Keb. - 13 - 30 
Kcl. - 14-20 
Vaugh.- 17 - 25 



Carter - - 16 to 27 
Saund. - - 18 - 24 
HI M9«3. - 21 - «9 
2d Mod. • 26 ^ 30 
Rep. temp. 
Finch - - 25 - 32 
Parker - 30 
Sel. caf. inch. -^3} 
D. c/Norfoll^s csfi 



ftjl 



12 ■ 

19 
20 
22 
22 I 



Ley. • 
T. Jon. 
- Ventr.. 
Frcem. 
PoUcxf. 
Ca. in Cb. 
part 2. 26 
Shower 30 
Vem. - 32 
Skiimer 33 
3d Mod. 34 
Lutw. - 34 



S 



JAMES IL Levinz, Freeman, Liitwy. Shower, Ventris, Vcroop. 
Skinner, 3d Mod. Comberbaeh. 

Ca. in ch. p. 2. - i to 3 Ca. of fetf. - 2 
Rep. in ch., - 1*3 Carth. - - 2 



Ca. of fetf. 
Carth. - 
Parker - 



> to the end. 



WILLIAM III. Freeman, Lutwy. Vernon, Preced. in Chan, Salkeld 
Rep. tenvp. Holt, Caf. concern. Sfttlemcnts. 



Ventr. 

3d Mod. 

Shower 

Lev. - 

Skinn. 

Comb. 

Carth. z -12 



I to 2 
1 " z 
I - 6 
I . 8 
I - 9 
I -10 



- 3^0 7 
2-5-11 
4. 10-13 



4th Mod. 
5th Mod. 
Parker - 

s. c. c. 

Bath V. Montague - 9 

Rep. in Ch. v. 2. 

D.ofAbtmarl^sCa. 5 

Keiyng 

jirmjlrontr v. Dfic - 8 

BexV.Plummer ' 13 



t*th Mod. 
Ld. Raym. 
Comyns 
P.- Will. 
Fortcic. • 



Ms 

7 ? » 
7 ' • 



ANN. 



Ld. Raym. Comyns. Preced. in Ch. P. Will. Vernon, Brown^ 
Fortefcue, Caf. cone. Settlements. 



7th Mod. I 


^h Mod. - 2 to 3 


Pr. Reg. -^ 




Lntw. - I to 2 


nth Mod. - 4 - 8 


C. P. . 3 




Frem. - 1 - 5 


Rep. in Ch. 4-8 


Gilb. - - 4 


^ 


Rep.r«w^. - 


Keiyng 


Ca.ofPr. 


3^ 


Holt. - I - 9 


Rfx V. MawgriJge - 5 


C.P. - 5 


^1 


Salk - - X - 10 


Farker - - 6 - X2 


lothMod. 8 


S 






Scflions Ca. 9 ^ 






OilbXa. 12 
Bunb. - 12- 










GSOB 


.G£ 
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GEOROE i. CamTns, P. Wiil. Forttfcoey Bunbury^ Brbwn, Sef- 
fions Cafos, Cafes cone. Settiements, Pra^Heg. C P. Cafes of 
Praa. C. P. 



L<I.Raym« — — 1 

Vernon — — 1 to 5 

Pr.inCh. ^ — i - 8 

lothMod. — — 1 - II 

Gilb. — — I - iz 

Parker — — - 4 

8th and 9th MoJ. — 8 - ti 

Sel.Ca.inCh. — 10-12 



•Strange — 
Ld. Raym. — 
Barnard. K. B. 
Mofeley — * 






GEORGE U. Brown's Parliament Cafes. 



Mofeley — — 
ntzgih. — — 
Caf.offett. — 
Ld. Raym. — 
Barnard. K* B. 
P.WilU — 

Fortefc. •-" 

Comyns — 

Bunb* — — 
Pra6t Reg. C. P. 
Ca. of pr. c. p» 
Scffions Caf. — 
SU^nge — — 



I to 3 
« - 5 



- 5 

. 6 

- 7 

- 8 
- 10 

-14 

-15 
1-20 
I -20 

X -21 



Kelynge — - 

Sel. ca. in ch, - 

Cunningh. — - 

Ca. temp. Talb. - 
Rep. temp. Hardw. 

Atkyns — - 

Andr. . — — - 

Barnard, ch. — . — 
Wilfon,K.B. 

Blackftone — - 

Vezey — — - 

Sayer — — - 

Barnes — — - 

Burrow's, S. C - 

Parker — — - 

Fofter — ^- - 

Wilfon, C. B. — . - 

Burrow — - 

Backftone — - 



4- 8 

6 - 

7 - 8 
7 - 1<* 
7-10 
9-27 

II - 12 



15 
16 



26 



20 - 24 

20 -J 28 
25 . 29 

. 5 
16 
16 
16 

30 
30 






GEORGE in. 

JParker — — 
Burrow — — 
•Wilfon, C. P. — 
B«n*ow, S C— 
Brown Pari. C. 
Black^one — 



to 6 

- 12 

- H 

- 16 

- 19 

- 20 



Ixjfft — — - 

Cafe of Gen, War. 
Cowper — - 
Douglas — - 
Duniford and £a(t 
Bfown Chan. - 



IX Co 14 

3 „ 
14 - 18 

10 - 21 

26 • a8 

18-27 
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IX. Of the principal Literary Works on the 
Law and Constitution which have bcci^ 
publifhcd within the prefent reign. 

^jT* H E JEra of the prefent reign has been pe* 
J culiarly fertile in literary produftions il- 
luftrative of oar Law and Conftitution. Thcfe 
additions to the Lawyer's library have, in part, 
been formed from the necelTary accumulation of 
new laws, and the expdfition and conftruftion of 
. of thofc of former times ; but they may alfo, in a 
great meafure, be reafonably attributed to a pro- 
greflive eniargement and liberality which has ob- 
tained in this fcience as well as in the other branches • 
of learning. The confequcnt improvement of me- 
thod, which has taken place in other fubjefts of 
literature feems at length to have been applied 
to the law, which, in former times., appears to 
have been confidered as not at all capable of being 
rendered with ornament, or even of being divcfted 
of that rugged drefs in which it had been enveloped 
idaring lo many ages. 

The general fyftems of our law, as compofed 
by former Law-writers, ha4 been chiefly grafted 
upon each otlier, their authors in general having 
adopted the method of thofe which preceded 
them, notwithllanding the important alterations 
that had taken place in the mean timie. Mr. 
"Viner, in the former reign, by a too clofe ad- 
herence to the inethod and arrangement of lord 
Rollers Abridgment, is cenfured by an eminent 
laodcrn Law-writer, as having rendered his work 
G g f?^ 
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far lefs perfeft and accurate than it wonld have 
beea yoder an arrangeme.nt more correfpondeitc 
to the ftatc of the law, lince the important altera- 
tions made in it by tlie abolition of military te- 
•Dures, and other changes which it had undergone 
iince the cpmpilation of Rolie*s Abridgment. 

Thefe confiderations probably induced the aa- 
tUor of the valuable work entitled, the New jlbridg" 
mnt^ to collcdk under divifions, or general titles 
coincident with the more modern ftate of the law^ 
the fubftance of the antient authorities, as well as 
•more recent determinations, which are in ge- 
neral methodized and digefted in fo luininous and 
fcientific a method, as ftrpngly to confirm th.e 
.opinion, that the origiiial compilation was tlxe 
'Work of that great lawyer Baron Gilbert, wbofe 
peculiar fate, as an author^ it was to have feea 
•no one of the many works that are afcribed to hiii| 
made public, which circumftance partly accounts 
for the very incorreft manner in which fome of 
thetti now appear. With refpefl: to the work nPW 
under notice, it was in part publifhpd from the 
prels in the former reign, by Matthew Bacon, Efq^ 
the tfubfequent part of it, fucceeding thp titl^ 
Sheriffs having been fupplied by Owen Ruff head, 
Efq. ^nd the late Mr. Serjeant Sayer, about the be-, 
ginning of the prefent reign. About the fame time 
;appeared lord chief baron Comyns's DigeJI of th 
haw^ which being fburided upon an entire new 
-.and ct)mprehenfiye fyftem of arrangement, and 
iramed upon an accurate and fcientific diftributioa 
of the feveral parts of our jurifprudence, is efy 
teemed the moft perfeft model of an abridgment 
i#r fyftem of our law. The method, however, of 
oiigeftijig the fubftance of the fevcral- cskf being 

very 
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veiry clofe and corrcife, the ufe of this work is more 
particularly advantageous to the experienced bar- 
fifter, in furnifliing a ready reference to the cafef^ 
as recorded at large in the books of Reports, itndt 
other authorities. 

Front thcfe materials, which may be cbnfidereJ 
as the effential fubftance of our law, has been ex- 
trafted a moft fcicntific and accurate analyfis of its 
ftveral parts and relations, which again formed 
tlie outline and gr6und-work of that elegant, per- 
l\)rcuous, and comprehenfive method of inftitu- 
tion, which is, perhaps, not excelled in any other' 
fyftem ©flaw: thefe are Mr. Juftice Bhckfione't 
jfnahjis and Commentaries on the Lo*ws of England.. 
This latter work has very much contributed to^ 
diffufe the general knowledge of our law, antf 
has, it is thought, greatly altered the courfe of? 
, ftudy of that fcience, having, it is apprehended by? 
fome^ from the peculiar elegance of its compofi-^ 
tion, given a dillafte to the more dry and technical 
elementary books, which had formerly been con- 
fidered as neceffary ingredients to be digefted in^ 
ptirfuing a fcientific method of ftudy of our ju-: 
iriprudence; 

We are indebted for the originat plan an J d'e- 
Sgti of this work to the inftitution of the Law 
Lefture, founded in the Univerfity of Oxford by 
the late Mr. Viner, author of the Abridgment of 
the Law, whofe memory, it is probable, will be 
recorded by this monument of legal literature, far 
beyond the fame of his own voluminous labours, 
and by which the name of its learned author will' 
be perpetuated in the rank of the moft claflical 
ahd poliflied writers of pur nation. 

G g. 2 , Th ■ 
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The pablic is alfo in pofleffion of a furtlier por- 
tion of the fruits of this liberal inflitution in the 
Elements of Jurifprudence^ being the preliminary 
part of a coarfe of ieftures, by the prcfent \ x- 
neriau profeffor. Dr. Woodefon, whofe execu- 
tion of this part of his office makes it very deiira- 
ble to fee the enfuing part of thefe leftures, whiclx 
muft nectflarily, from the nature of the fuhjeft of 
tliem be more generally interefting and important. 

Anotlier author, who has very much ill ufl rated 
:^e principles of our laws and conftitution, and 
given an inflruftive and rational accoiant of the^ 
levcral branches into which the pradli c of the- 
law is divided, and has alfo recommended, with 
much learning and elegance, a liberal and enlarged 
method of ftudy in that fcience, pointinjg out its ne- 
ceflary connexion with the other branches of litera- 
ture, is the writer of Eunomusy cr Dia'ogues upon the- 
Luvj and Conjlltutlon of England. This work, from 
the circumftance of having chiefly been writteix 
before the celebrated Commentaries above-men- 
tioned, and from havivig appeared fome time 
after, is lefs generally known than its acknow- 
ledged merits, as a literary produftion, indif-. 
putably intitle it to. It was not, however, within 
the plan of this work to give an aftual fyftem of the 
law, and it muft alfo be acknowledged, that how- 
ever excellently the perfpicuous and comprehenfive 
method adopted by the learned author of the Com- 
merttaries, is calculated to give a general view of 
the feveral objefts of our laws, it was not in- 
tended to convey an adequate account of the fe- 
veral component and technical parts of them,, 
the knowledge of which is indifpenfably necef-* 
ary to enable the ftudent to proceed with advan- 

tagc 
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tagc and effeft to the perufal of the more antient 
aathors and fcientiiic topics of the law. 

This intermediate objcft forming fo neceflary a 
part of the inftirution of an Englifh lawyer, was, 
however, not ovclooked by that learned author, 
who, in a fupplementary chapter to the work 
before -mentioned^ exhibited a very concife and 
elegant outhne of an Efigirlh juridical hiftory, ob- 
fervjng in the fame pl^e, that the plan of that 
work did not there admit of entering, with any 
degree of minutencfs, into the difcuffion of the 
points and doftrines of which it is compofedi 

The execution of that defign, comprehending 
the origin, progrefs, and various mutations of the 
feveral parts of our law, has been fince undertaken 
by Mr. R<evesy in his Hifiory of the Englipa Law^ 
and who has» in a late republication of that work 
further purfued that enquiry in a regular and 
progreflive order, from the time of the Saxons down 
to the reign o^ Q^ Elizabeth, from which period 
he obferves, that the materials of our laws arc 
more generally known, and have fallen more im- 
mediately under the notice of our modern law- 
writers ; and that the inveftigation here made into 
the origin of Englifh tenures, the law of real pro- 
property, the nature of writs, and the antient and 
more fimple praflice of real aftions, may, per- 
haps, facilitate the fludent's paflage from Black- 
ftone's Commentaries to Ccke upon LittUtcTty and 
better qualify him to confider the many points 
of antient law which are difcufled in that learned 
work. 

. The original compefition of this laft-mentioned 

woxk is generally celebrated as the principal 

- ' pillar 
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pillar on which the fuperftrufture of the hW o( 
real property in this kingdom is fupported, and 
upon which tlic valuable Commentary of lord 
Coke has xiniformly been confidcrcd by the moft 
eminent lawyers as the refult and repofitory of ail 
his learning on the fubjcfts therein treated of;, 
of this work a republication has of late years beea 
made, which, independent of the valuable anno- 
tations of lord /^ale^ arkd lord chancellor Notti^g^ 
baniy has been improv|ed by the labours of two 
gentlemen of eminence in this branch of tlie pro- 
feffion, Mr. Hargrove and Mr^ Butler^ the former 
of whom, after having adopted the undertaking- 
from a peculiar partiality and reverence for tlie 
original work, and bellowing upon it a great part 
6f the labours of ten years, found it neceflary to- 
relinquifh the completion of his defign, which: 
has been refumed and executed with the reputa- 
tion of great profeffional knowledge and induftry 
by the latter gentleman, who has lately brought 
the work to a period, and concluded an under- 
taking which has increafed in magnitude and ef- 
timation far beyond the intentions and expecta- 
tions originally entertained in the republication 
of it. 

The law of tenures, and the important law of 
real property,, have alfo been illuftrated by feveral 
other publications of reputation ; to which pur- 
pofe Dalrymfle^s EJJay on. Feudd Tenures^ and the 
produftions that followed it, have very much 
contributed. The tenures read in the Univerfity 
of Dublin, by profeflbr Sullivan, are alfo ipucli. 
eiieeraed on this fubjeft. The general law of af- 
furances, and of conveyance, or transferring oP 
property, has been further explained by the judi* 
^ cious. 
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clous, and valoablc republication of the work en- 
titled Tauchjhne of Commafi Jffurantei^ which is 
generally confidered by the karacd in this pecu- 
liar line of the profeffion, as a work of principai 
authority in this branch of fcience, and which is 
greatly advanced in efti illation by the additions 
that have been made in tlic r-epublication above-- 
mentioned in the nature of a commentary of the 
modern law upon the fubjeft, by Mr. Hii'iard, 
Several diftlnft fubjedts of this branch of law 
have alfo been treated with great learning and per*- 
fpicuity: in particular, the Efft^y on the Learning &f 
Contingent Remainden^ by Mr. Fearne^ is lepute^L 
to poflefs not only all the advantages that a worlj: 
written upon a very important^ comprehenfive^ 
and abftrafe fubjeft neceflarily commands, bat 
has exhibited convincing evidence of the ftrengt^ 
and acutenefs of the author's inteUeSual powersj 
and affords a proof of the advantages to be derived 
from the application of a flrift analytical method 
to the difcuffion of legal topics.. The EJfay on Pims 
and Recoi/erieSy written profeffedly on tlie model of 
the abave-mentioaed work, by Mn Cruife^ is 
cfteemed not unworthy the defign, and is reputed 
to do great credit to the author's ability in the 
branch of learuiag peculiar to the praftice of con- 
veyancing. Mr. Powells treatife of the Law of 
Mortgages is received as a ufeful Colledion and 
Digeft of the Ca/es determined on that fubjeft', 
land of the doftrines arifiog out of thofe deter- 
minations. T]ie Effay on the Creatim and Exicuiioa 
gf Powgrs, by -the fame author, is alfo w«ll re-- 
reived by thofe who are morepeculiarly defirous of 
ipfo^rmatioa in tlus l^nd of law fubje(ls^ 

Tliei*^ 
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There arc alfo fcvcral late publications on ge- 
neral fubjeSs relative to the theory of various dlf- 
tindt titles of law, which are entitled to peculiar 
approbation. Of thefc. Sir William Jones'? Lazu 
Qf Bailment^ affords an elegant fpeci men of a method 
of treating law-fubjefts, which it is hoped will excite 
the emulation of future writers, and that it may 
«ot ftand fingly among the author's learned works, 
illuftrative of the laws of diftant kingdoms, as the 
only one profefledly written on the law of his 
4iatiAre country^ 

The Bankrupt law has lately been reduced 
Tinder a more methodical diiiribution and arrange- 
ment, and the principles of the determinations 
thereon iliuftratcd, with a great profeffional Ikill 
and knowledge in the work, entitled ^y.Tem of 
the Bankrupt Law by VIr. Cooke, of whofe work 
an improved edition is Ihortly cxpcfted. 

The law of Infurance, vv'hich has acquired a 
great degree of importance and tendency to- 
wards perfeftion, more particularly under the de- 
terminations that have taken place during the 
prefidcncy cf the prefent chief juftice of the King's 
Bench, ha-s been methodized by Mr. Park, iahis 
Syftcm vf tie Law of infuiancc^ in which the 
fubjeft is well arranged under the' feveral divi- 
fions incident tlicreto, and according to the fe- 
veral principles which have been adopted in the 
determinations on this more modern branch of 
Englilh jurifprudtnce. 

The doftrines of our Criminal Law are very 
learnedly difcufled in the Difi^urfes on th^ CrcrwM 
Lawy by Mr. Juftice Fofttr ; and the principles 
of it as applicable to general policy, and the dic- 
tates 
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tates of humanity are elegantly illuftrated in Mr. 
Ed^rCs work, intituled, PriricipUs of Penal Law ; as 
alfb in the marquis Beccaria's Effay on Crimes 
and Puniftiments. Thefubjeft is alfo treated of 
in Mr. Dagge's Confiderations on Criminal Law. 

The knowledge and pradticc of this branch of 
our law are alfo much promoted by the republica- 
tion of the learned and comprehenfive work of 
Mr. Serjeant Hawkins, which has lately appeared 
under the editorlhip of Mr. Leach, in which 
the modern determinations of our principal cri- 
minal court are digelled in a method which confide- 
rably adds to the value and ufe of this learned work. 

A fource of further acceffion of legal literature 
has been opeaed in the undertaking of a gentle- 
man to whom the public is indebted fot feveral' 
other juridical produftions, the reputation of 
which renders whatever comes from his hands, a' 
very acceptable fervice to tlie profeffion. It is 
therefore hoped, that the Colleftion of Law Trafts, 
of which Mr. Hargrove has publifhed one volume, 
will lead the way to other communications cal- . 
ciliated in like manner to promote the knowledge 
and practice of the law, of which many import- 
ant treatifes remain almoft ufelefs in our public 
libraries, and in private hands, which are highly 
deferving theanore general notice of the public j in 
particular, it may with probability be expeded, that 
the valuable unpubliflied works of lord tiale (fomc 
of them being already prefented in the publica- 
tion abovementioned) will^ under the fame ac- 
curate, and- learned hand be given to the public. 
Belides the tra£ls of lord Hale above noticed,, 
and feveral others of great curiofityand import 
tance, this volume contains feveral by the editor,. 
H h confifting , 
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confifting of An Argumint c$ncerning tht Effi^ ff 
Sintentfs of ihi Courts Euhfiafiical in Cafes of Mar* 
riagi wh^n fUaded or offer td in Evident in the Courts 
Ttmporal : Another on a queftion ariiing upon the 
Xaw of diftribution of inteftate jfftatcs ; and fomc 
obCervations concerning the rule in Shelly's cafe, 
chiefly with a view to the application of that rule 
to Jaft wilts. In the fame colledion * is.alfo ac)de4 
the learned argument of the late Sir William 
Blackftone, in the Exchequer Chaaiber, in giving 
judgment in the important cafe of Perrin andBiakc« 
. The additiotis that h^tve been made, during the 
period under our prefent notice, to our collec- 
Vipns of cafes adjudged in the courts of Law And 
Equity, have been ahready noticed in the pse^ 
ceding feftion. 

The. rapid accumulation and .fueceffive:rep\\b« 
lications of our Statute iaw, have atfo been t»Mnr 
notice of in a former fe&ion of this compilation ; 
it is therefore thought uimecel&rj to dwell further 
€^ that fubje& in this place. It may, boweter^ 
be^ proper to mention, that Mr* Barringtonh^ 
contributed very much, in his Obfervations ou'tte. 
mere ant teat Statutes y to the elucidation of the more 
remote and obfcupe part of our legiflative code^ 
a(id in which the origin and policy, of many, parts ^ 
of that law^ which neceflarily appear almoft unin-^ 
t^Iligible to a modern reader, are deduced froniL.a . 
cpUat^al hiftory of the aftual ftate of the king- 
dom» and of the exifting ftate of. th^hws, at the 
period of enaAing the feveral ftatutes thftt fall' 
under the author's obfervations,, fo fcr asi they 
jc^utually throw light upon each other, ,and which 

« See a fuller account of the contents of this volcmie. • lUb.' hcgl . 
An*-- «- »- *»i. MiipeUanies. 

of 
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of cbtorfe afford ftibjii&s br imny leartiiMl and cu- 
rioos iaveftigatioms whemwith this work abounds* ' 

Serend frablicationSf which poflefs a great Iha^e 
of tactkf hare alfo of late ^ears appeari^, having 
more immediately for their objea th6 Geneod 
Law of Procefs, or the rules and manner of pro- 
ceeding wiri^ the courts have prefcribed in the 
ccmduft of tt»$ csafes diat faH under their cog- 
nizance. Of thefe may be ranked among the firft 
in order, tiie Theitj ofUvUtm^^ exhibiting a very 
fdentific difiribution, aflfd compf«ihenfive fyflem 
of tliat important branch of the praAice of the 
law. This tirork* it ki generally nnderftood, was 
aiierwarda engkftecb by the learned author into 
anottier, tipon a toUateral branek of the pra£^ice, 
and entitnkd an rnJIituUJffibiLmtfrfTTi^di mi Niji 
PritUf which has been ^ce confiderably intended 
and enlarged by the additiofis of nun^dQS ai)> 
thoritles on the iame ftibjeA, by one of the pt^ 
font learned judgea of the <iouFt 6f King's Beneh^ 
under the more general title of Jn htr^sktHhk f# 
tbi Law relativg t9 TrkU at NiJi Prins; 

.Of the other pubiications illoftrative of the 
prafticc of the law, it i« here obfervahle, that be- 
ing ricceflarily corapilations for the moft part from 
thofe which preceded them, they do not in g^ 
neral pofTefs any great (hare of original merit, but 
that having availed themfelvcs of the induftry o£ 
their predeceilbrs, with the advantages of more 
modern hiformation, they are confequently more 
iomiediately intitled to the notice of the prac- 
titioner. The inqviifitive ftudentwill, however, 
find (everal of the authors who have written on 
fubjefta of praSice witliin former periods, highly 
deferving his attention. 

. H h a Mr* 
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Mf. Bdote*s Hiftory of a Suit at Law claims 
notice as a ratioaal account of tlie nature, origin, 
and import of the fcveral legal manifefts which 
have obtained in ufe as incident^ to a fuit in its 
progrefs towards a determination in the refpec- 
tive law courts, and exhibits, in a perfpicuous 
Uiethod, a general and biftorical account of the 
fpundation and prefent .ftate of the feve^-al com* 
poncnt parts of that branch of the praftjce. 

Bcfides the republications of feveral , former 
works of reputation in this line of profeffional 
learning, Mr. Crompton has not only made an 
advantageous ufe of thofe compofitions, but di- 
gcfted, under a new and methodical arrangement, 
a fyftem of the praftice of the courts of King's 
Bench and Common Pleas, which procured a 
very general fhare of approbation, beingeileemed 
a. very valuable and fcientxfic performance. *'' 

• Mr. Impey has alfo, witb great praftical know- 
ledge, compofed fevetal treatifes on that branch 
of the law, more particularly adapted to the pur* 
pofes of an explicit and familiar introduftion t© 
the aftual bufinefs of an attorney's office, which 
have alfo been well received. 

The praftice ,of the Common Law Courts is 
further explained and exemplified in the publica- 
tion of Mr. Morgan's work, entituled, The At- 
torney's Vade Mecum and Client's Inflruftor ; 
which, in a method chiefly founded npon that of 
lord chief baron Gomyns, gives a fcientific trea- 
tife of aftions, and of the mode of profecuting 
and defending them, with precedents of approved 
forms of pleadings in their feveral branches il- 

iuftrative 
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laftrativc of the doftrincs contained in the work, 
aad adapted to the ufe of praftitioners. 

Several other publications, relative to various 
branches of the praSice, and of affiftanccs therein, 
have alfoof late years appeared, of which the titles* 
wyi be found in their proper places in the General 
Catalogue of Law Books, which forms, the other 
part bf this publication. 

' It is alfo peculiarly incumbent to notice in this 
place a publication, for which the praAifers in 
the court of Chancery are eminently indebted to 
the learned labours bf Mr. Mitfordy who; in his 
^rtattfi af Pleadings in Chancery by Englijh Billy has 
deduced in an enlarged analytical method a ra- 
tional fyliem of that branch of the praftice of 
the court of Chancery, illufti^ted and fupported 
throughout by references to the authorities of 
riiiles,orders,anddetcrminations of that court in the 
mailers incident to this branch of its jurifdiftion. 

The more general praftice of that court ha« " 
alfo been undertaken by Mr. Hindey of the Six 
Clerks Office, whofe propofed plan appears, that of 
digefting, under tlie feveral divifions of the fubj?ft, 
the purport of all the information that was to be 
met with, as well in the works of former com- 
pilers as fromothcr authorities hitherto unnoticed ; 
in purfuance of this defign, this author has more 
particularly availed himfelf of the valuable in- 
formation contained in the treatife of Pleadings 
by Englifli Bill, and lias furtlier laid down a pro- 
gt:effive account of the praftice from the com- 
mencement of a fiwt to the decree, illiiftrating the 
whole with proper precedents of exhibits, necef- 
fary in the courfe of prbfecuting a fuit in this 

court; 
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cotirt; and which publication* from the multi^ 
plidty of regulations and fubfcquent detertnina-* 
tians altering the prafUcei as extant in the pripr 
compilations of this natuitt is found a neceffiiry 
and ufefui addition to the in^mation to be met 
with In this peculiar line of praftical knowledge. 

The branch of the praftice peculiar to die Of* 
fice of Pleas in the court of Exdiequcr* has been 
much illuftrated and fiicilitaoed by Mr« Philip 
Burton, in his publications oa that fttbycft, and 
who^ during the courfe of many years eftabtifh-* 
ment in that office^ having experienced the d^^ 
advanu^s attending the prafiica thereof, from 
the defe£t of information oSf tlus |und» has. thereia . 
given an hiftorical. dcduAion o£ the antieni; and 
modern juriidi&ion and praftice of ^ that office 2 
pointii^ out the pecuUar aavants^es attending this 
branch of praA^ce, as well to the fuitor as the . 
practitioner, and thereby, as it is generally ac*-., 
jLnowIedged, has promoted a more frequent ap- 
plication to the authority of that court* 

It rcfinains only to notice the acceffions diat have 
been made to the literature peculiar to the Tbi^fj 
0/ thi CMjiituUan^ and ths Law and Pra^iu tf 
rarUamenty on which fubjeds we HialU it is pre- 
fumed, be found to pollefs a larger portioa of in- 
formation from the produce of the period of the 
prefent reign than firom any prior period of equal 
extent* 

On thefe fubjeAs, befides fome of the autifiors 

'before*mentioned,wbo have incidentally treated of 

them, Mr. De Lolme*s Treatife af the Bngiijh Cw^ 

Jiitmim has been much celebrated as a profound 

.and ingenious inveftigation into the principles of 

our 
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'Cur conffitution, and of its cotnpsinitive aclvan« 
tages over the other e^eifting forms of government 
in Europe, and is faid to be purfued with great 
fagacity, penetration, waA with a confiderable pbr- 
tioTi of knovtrledge of our laws, which is the more 
worthy notice, the author being a native and citf** 
zen of Geneva, andinduced by a liberal fpirit of 
enquiry to imdertake tlie tafk,. which he has execut«> 
edfo greatly to- his own cr^ti and to the gene- 
ral approbation^. 

That branch of the law of partiantent which 
comprehends the principles of its conftrudion in 
the ailembling of its conftituent parts, is very 
learnedly illuftratcd in'the publication of the &«- 
mentary §n thf King^s H^rit ft ejiifing Aftmhirs of 
Parltamint^ written in times of great enquiry into 
the contents of legal records, by Buijhrode IVhlt^ 
lochf, who appears to have pcfTeffed from bis maf- 
Mr Coke a gi^at fund of this branch ef learning, 
and who, it i» obferved, in a comment upon a 
dry and confined text, condufts the reader to the 
dee^veft rcceffi^ of laiw and antiquity* 

The law of parliament, re^^ling the Efeftion 
of Members or theHoufe of Commons, as con- 
tained in the principles of the determinations of 
that Hoofe upon fbe cafes of controverted elec- 
tions^ which form$ a v*ery efl^itfial portion of the 
jttri£ii£iion of that part orthe legiflature, has been 
of late yeacs iiluftrated by federal publications ; 
in particular the cafes reported by Serjeant Glanvil^ 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons tettp; Jac. L . 

-« Ptff^ BiHlary of <;/tfj^» has allb thrown much Gght on 
this fybji^y uv aa Hi/hrie«i Viiw^ 9ftbt Ettgltfi^ goverumtm,jJrom thtt, 
timi.tffbtSgxom^tptbiasciffiwoftbchiifoifSuwart. 

- and 
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and chairttian of a committee appointed ta deter- 
mine controverted eleAions, contain in the de- 
terminations which took place on tliat occafion, 
much valuable and authentic information on this 
topic of legal learning, which it has been obfcrved 
was, till within thefe few years, very little cultivated. 

Mr. Doughs*! publication of the cafes and de- 
terminations upon the fame fubjcft is alfo cfleemed 
a very valuable fource of information on this 
branch of law, and has led the way to feveral 
other productions illuftrative of the fame obje£t, 
particularly Mr. Luders's Colleftion of EleAion 
Cafes, fubfequent to thofe reported by Mr. Douglas^ 
and Mr. Phiiips^s Cafe of EU^iion^ which, with 
feveral other publications of proceedings in cafes 
of particular eleftions, and of the book of re- 
ference to the authorities of former determina- 
tions, have thrown great light upon this f«ibje(5, 
and will, it is prefumed, tend very much towards? 
defining the law and obviating future difficulties 
on this much litigated topic. 

The more general law of parliament refpefting 
the regulations adopted in the pi:xx:efs of the pub- 
lic bulinefs, and for afcertaining the privileges of 
the members, particularly of the lower Houfe of 
Parliament, is very much illuftrated, and the fe- 
veral precedents of rules, orders, and determina* 
tions of that Houfe on thofe heads are arranged and 
digefted under their proper titles and divifions . in 
Mr. Hatfell's publications oi Cafes of Privilege, and 
PrecediTits of Prcceedings in the Houft of Commons *j 

* Thefe two publications have been lately enlarged and incor- 
{xrated under the fanie title of Freceden ( of Proceedingsm the 
Houfe of Comiponsi &c. 3 vols. 4(0. 

the 
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the whole being further elucidated and rendered 
more interefting by occafional paflages of hiftory 
of the times and circumftances, introduftory of 
new regulations refpefting thofe -important ob- 
jefts. 

The Hiftory of the Proceedings of both Houfes 
of Parliament during the prefent reign, are re- 
corded in feveral voluminous publications which 
have appeared in the courfe of It ; the titles of 
which appear in the former part of this com» 
pilation. 

The ufes and advantages to be derived from thefe 
feveral fources of information and inftrudtion, are 
greatly promoted by the general communication 
which has of late years been made through the 
munificence of Parliament, in the publication of 
the Journals of the Proceidings of the Houfe of Com-^ 
tnons^ which are now extant in print from the 
carlieft periods of which any records remain, nearly 
to the prefent time. This voluminous Colleftion- 
affords ample fources of evidence of the grounds 
of former proceedings, and of authority for re- 
gulating the futsre praftice of that authoritative 
aflembly, and will therefore, it is prefumed, ul- 
timately tend very beneficially towards fixing the 
conftitution and legal limits of the jurifdiftion, 
privileges, and refpeftive authority of the feveral 
component parts of our legiflature. 

The Houfe of Lords has alfo, with equal ad-- 
vantage to the community, laid open the trcafures 
of its records, which are the ihore highly intoereft- 
ing, as they contain memorials of judicial pro* 
ceedings formerly incident to this branch of oar 
conftitution, with many evidences of enafted laws> 
of which no other authentic documents arc now 
1 i remaining -, 
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remaining ; thefe arc more particularly contaiiicd 
in that part of thefe valuable communications, en- 
titled, Ihf Rolls of Parliament ; to thefe fucceed, ia 
order of time, what are more properly entitled, 
Jou'^nals of the Houfe of Lordi^ .which are brought 
down to the year 1767. 

In addition to thefe valuable communications 
to the public, the Houfe of Lords has alfo, of late 
years, ordered a fac Jlm'de publication to be made 
of that venerable record ahd repofitory of the evi- 
dences of the greater part of the real property of the 
kingdom, Domesday Book, by which it is rea- 
fonable to expeft, that the fubjefts of our local 
hiftory and antiquities, as well as of the legal 
tenures of thofe, who are in the enjoyment of 
landed property, will be very greatly promoted 
and illufirated. 

* It may here be proper to notice feveral affiftanccsto the ufe of 
. thefe authentic and valuable materials, and the means of references 
to their feveral contents. Indexes have already been framed of the 
fubjeft mater of the gi-eater pait (vol. I. to XXXIV.) of the Gws- 
m^tii y(,urnali, by feveral gentlemen appointed to that office by the 
authority of that houfe ; but nothing of this nature has been effe&ed 
towards the Ufe of the Ro-h of Pdrliamenty and Lords Jcurnah ; the 
former of whicli, from the obfoletencfs df t!^ language in whicii 
they are written, ftand very much in need of fome alliltance to- 
wards a proper ufe of the information contained in them. To this 
puii>ofe Mr. Kelbam'i X>iStonary of the Norman Language^ being 
compiled in great part from thofe Records and other antient law« 
welters, will, in fome meafure, fupply the mdans of interpretation. 
pome/day S^ok, which is in an eminent degree ilill more inacceffi- 
ble to thofe who have not made the antient Riscords their peculiar 
iludy, has alfo lately been illuftrate^ by the fame author, by a li- 
teral tranllatibn of the feveral law terms, arbitrary characters, and 
^abbreviations made ufe of in that record ; as alfo with a genend ac- ' 
count of its' contents, with references to the feveral counties con- 
tained in that furvey, and to the feveral tenants in Capite and Sec- 
jeanty therein micatiaaed. 

7 INDEX. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In the iourfe of the latter feSlions oftbh compilation^ a 
conJiderabU number of mndern publications are noticed^ 
which have eminently diftingul/hed the authors of them ^ 
who have at the Jame time rendered much acceptable 
and important fervice to the p^ofejjion ; and^ as it is 
probable that ether gentlemen^ pojpjjtng profejfional abili- 
ties ^ may alfo be difpojed to exert thtm in promoting the 
knowledge and practice of. the law^ it is thought not im- 
proper in this place to mention^ that fever al wor ks of 
original and approved merit now folicit the benefit of 
fucb affiflancCy for the purpofe of being more advan* 
tageoujly made public ; further particulars v^bereof may 
be known by applying to thepublijher of this compilation^ 
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